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FOR 

Young Gent16men and Ladies; 

o R, 

A Private TUTOR 

For Little Masters and Misses. 



Co In t K 



f N I K 6 



A Variety of ufcful Subjc£l3, and in particular^ 



I* Dire6lions for Reading 
livith Elegance and Pro- 
priety. 

II. Tne ancient and pre 
fent State of Great-Bri 
tain; with a compendi- 
ous Hiftoiy of England. 

III. An Account of the 
Solar Syftem. 

IV. Hiftorical and Geogra- 
phical Defcriptjon of th* 
feveral Countries in the 
World; with the Man 
nersy Cuftoms, and Ha 
bits of the People. 

WITH 

I^ITTBRS, TALts, andFABtBs, fbrAmufcmentand 
Inftru£tioB} illuftratcd with Cots." 

thb ninth edition. 

LONDON: 

Printed forMcffrs. Newbery and Cailnak, at the Bible 
and Sun, No. 65, in St. Paul'^ Church- Yard; and 
B, Collins, In Sl^Ubuxyi X778« ^ {Price is.] 
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V. Tables of Weightt 
and Meafures. 

VI* The fevcn Wonders of 
the Worid. ^ 

VII. ProfpeftandDefcrip. 
tton of the burning 
Mountain. 

Vin. Dying Words andBe^ 
haviour of Great Men, 
when juft quitting the 
Stage of Life: with many 
other uieful Particulars, 
all in a plain iamiliar 
Way for Youth of both 
Sexes. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Am v^ much concerned when I 
fee young Gentlemen of Fortune 
and Quality fo v^hoUy fet upon 

Pleafure and Divcrfions, that they 

negled ail thofe Improvements in Wifdom and 
Knowledge whidi may make them cafy to 
themfelves and ufirful to the World. The 

freateft Part of our BHtiJh Youth lofe their 
igure, and grow out of Fafliion, by that Time 
they are five and twenty. As foon as the na- 
tural Gaiety and Amiablenefs of the young 
Man v^rears ofF^ they have nothing left to re- 
commend them, but lie iy the reft of their 
Lives among the Lumber and Refufe of the 
Species. It fometimes happens, indeed, that 
for want of applying the^^ves in due Time 
to ihc Purfuit of K nowise, they take up a 
Book in their declining Years, and grow very 
hopeful Scholara by that Time they are three- 
Tcorc. I muft, thin'efbre, eameftly prefs my 
Readers, who are in the Flower of their Youth, 
to labour at thofe AccompU(hmeat$ which may 

DigitizeSbyCaOOgle 



(iv; 

fet off their Perfons when their Bloom is gone^ 
and to lay in timely Provifions for Manhood 
and old Age In (hort, I would advife the 
Youth of liftsen xo- be drefluig up ^yery Day 
the Man of Rfty^ or to cenfider how to make 
himfelf venerable at threefcore. 

Young Men, who are naturally ambitious, 
would do well to dDferve how tJie greateft Men 
of Antiquity made it their Ambition to excel 
all their Contenaporaries in Knowledge, Ju^ 
lius Cafdr and Alexandev^ the moft celebrated 
Inftances of human Greatnefs, took a particu- 
lar Care to diltinguifh themfelves by their Skill 
in the Arts and- Sciences. We have Hill extant 
feveral Rpmains of the former, which juftify the 
Character given of him by the learned Men of 
i\i.s o/.n Age, As for the latter, it is a known 
Saying of his, tl^at he was more obliged to 
Anjlotle^ who had inftruSed him, than to Phi- 
lips who had given liim Life and Empire, 
There is a Letter of his recorded by Plutarch 
und Aulus Gellius^ which he wrote to Ariftoile 
upon liearing that he had publiflied thofe Xec- 
iv.res he had given him in private. This Letter 
v.as written in the following Words, at a 
7 ime when he was in the Height of his P^r- 
jkin Conqueft, 



.d by Got Alexander 



(V) 

Alexander to Ariflotk, Greeting. 

* XT'OU have not doae w^ll to publifh your 

* X Books of fele£t Knowledge; for what 

* is ther^ now, in which I can furpals others, 

* if thofe Things whicu I have been in- 

* ftru6led in are communicated to every 

* Body ? For ray pwn Part, 1 deciare to yoii» 

* 1 would ratlier excel others in Knowledge 

* than in Power, 

* PareweL' 

We fee by this Letter, that the Love cf 
Conqueft was but a fecond Ambitioa ia 
Alexander^ Soul. Knowledge is indeed th t^ 
^hich,. next to Virtue, truly and eflc' riah'y 
raifes one Man above another. It furniihes 
one half of the human Soul. It makes i ifc 
pleafant to us, fills the Mind with entertain- 
ing Views, and adminifiers to it a perpetual 
Scries of Gratifications. It gives Eale to 
Solitudci and Gracefulnefs to Retirement. It • 
fills a public Station with, fuitabk Abilities, 
and adds a Lulhe to thofe who are in the 
Poffeffion of them. 

Learning, by which I . mean all ufeful 

Knowledge, whether fpeculative or prailical, 

k in popular and mixt Governments the na- 

B 2 tural 
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natural Source of Wealth and Honour. 1{ 
we look into moft of the Reigns from the Con- 
queft, we Khali find that the Favourites of eacH 
Reign have been thofc who have raifed them- 
felves. The greateit Men are generally the 
Growth of that particular Age in which thejr 
flourifh. A fuperior Capacity for Bufitieis 
and ^ rnore extenfive Knowledge, are the 
Steps by which a new Man often mounts to 
Favour, and outfhines the reft of his Contepi- 
poraries. Bin wh^n Men are a£tually boni^ 
to Titles, it is almoft impoffible that they 
(hould fail of receiving an additional Great- 
4ief$, if itbey take Care to accomplifli tbemr 
felves fpr it. 

The Story of SoIomott*s Choice doe^ not on-» 
ly inftruft us in that Point of Hiftory, but furr 
nidies out a very fine Moral to u$, namely^ 
that he who applies his Heart to Wifdom, 
dpes, at the fame Time, take the moft pro- 
per Method for gaining long Life, Riches an4 
Keputation, which are very often not oqly thp^ 
Reward, fei^t fhc EffcSt^ of Wifdom, 
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M U S E U M 

FOR 
Young Gentlemen and Ladies. 



NOTES and POINTS ufed in 
Writing and Printing. 

.F^X"^. E F O R E I begin to lay down Rules 
^ ^ for Reading, it will be necellary to 
w ^ w take Notice of the feveral Points or 
W ^W ^ ^^J'^s ufed in Printing or Writing, 
y^^^-*^ for refting or flopping the Voice, 
which are four in Number, called, 

1. The Comma (0 1 3» Colon ( -. ) 

2. Semicolon {;) J * 4. Period ( . ) 
Thefe Points are to give a proper Time for 

Breathing when you read, and to prevent Con- 
fufion of Senfe in joining Words together in a 
Sentence. The Comma ftops the Reader's Voice 
till he can tell Qnej and divides the le/Ter Parts 
of a Sentence. The Semicolon divides the greater 
Parts of a Sentence, ^nd requires the Reader to 
paafe while he can count T^wo* The Celos is 
' 3 3 . ^fcd 
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tiled where the Senfe is complete, and nofthd 
Sentence, and refts the Voice of the Reader till 
he can count Three, The Feriod is put wheiv' 
the Sentence is ended, and requires a Pauf^ while 
he can tell Four. \ \ 

But we muft here reinark, that the Colon an4 
Semicolon are frequently ufed promifcviouily, cf-. 
pecially in oi|r Bibles. 

There are two other Points, wMch may be 
called Marks of AfFeAion ; the one of which is 
termed an Interrogation^ which figfiifics a Quef- 
^on being ai^ed, and 'exprefSbd thus ( ? ) ; the 
other called an Adn^iration or Exclamation^ and 
marked thus (!). Thefe two Points require a 
paufe as Ipng as a Period. 

We have twelve other Marks to be mptwith ii^ 
Reading, i^amely, 

(§,) 
^-> 

(•) 
(t) 

Jpoflropbeis fet oyer a Word where fome Letter 
is wanting, as in h'v^d. Hyphen joins Syllable^ 
and Words together, as Fan-cake. Farenthefis 
inclqdes fomething not neccffary to the Senfe, as, 
/ know that in me (that is iii my Flefti) li^veth^ 
Sec' Brackets include a Word or Words men- 
tioned as the Matter of Difcourfe, as, The little 
Wwd [Man] makes fi great Noi/e^ &c. f^ey are 
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I* Apoftrophc (') 


7- 


Sedio^ 


z. Hyphen (-) 


8. 


Ellipfis 


3. Parenthefi§ t ) 


9- 


Index 


4, Brackets [ ] 


ID. 


Afteri% 


5. Paragraph (fl) 


II. 


Obelifk 


6. Quotation ( *« ) 


??• 


Caret 



*fti& afbd to inclofe a cited Sentence, or what if 
to be explained, and fometimes the Explanation 
mei£ Brackets and Parentbejis are often ufcd for 
eact other without Diftinftion. Paragraph is 
chiefly ufed in the Bible, and denotes the Begin-f 
ning of a new Sabje6l. fetation U ufed to dii^ 
tinguiih v^ha^ is taken from an Author in his 
pwn Words, SiSiien fhfjws th^Divifion of a Chap- 
ter, Ellifjts is ufe4 when Part of a Word or 
Sentence is omitted, as P — r-ce. Index denotes 
fome remarkable Paffage. Afterijk refers to fome 
Note in the Margin, or Remarks at the Bottom 
of the Pages ; and when many ftand together, 
thus ***, they imply that fomething is wanting, 
or not fit to be read in the Author. The Obeltjk 
or IXagger, and alfo Parallel Lijtips marked thus (||) 
refer to fomefhing in the Margin. The Carets 
marked thus (a), is made Ufe of in Writing, 
when any Line or ^ord is left out, and wrote 
over where it is to come in, as thus, 

had 
A pertain Man fun Sqns : 

4, 

Here the Word hadvf^s left out, wrote oyer, and 
iiarfced by the Car^t where to come in. 

It may alfo in this Place be proper to mentiqn 
the crooked Lines or Braces y which couple two 
pr three Words or Lines together that tend to 
IJjc fame Thing ; for Inftance, 

Thp 
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( 4 ) 
C a long 
The Vowel a has -< a fliort i Sound. 



C a long 1 

) < a fliort i 

t a broad j 



This is often ufed in Poetry, when three Lines 
have the fame Rhyme. 

The other Marks relate to iingle Words, as 
Dialyjfs or Di^refis, placed over Vowels to ihew 
they m nil be pronotuiced in diftin£t Syllables, as 
Raphael. The Circumflex is fet oyer a Vowel to 
carry a long Sound, as Euphrates. An Accent is 
marked thus (a) to fhew where the Emphalis 
muft be placed, 2j&mgU^\ or to Ihew that the 
Confonant following muft be pronounced double, 
as Homage. To thefe may be added the long (-) 

and fhort ( ^ ) Marks, which denote the Quan- 
- o 

tity of Syllables, as Water, 

RULES for READING. 
When you have gained a perfe6l Knowledge of 
the Sounds of Letters, never gucfs at a Word on 
Sight, left you get a Habit of reading falfely. 
Pronounce every Word diftindlly. Let the Tone 
of your Voice be the fame in Reading as in 
Speaking. Never read in a Hurry, leaft you learn 
to ftammer. Read no louder than to be heard by 
thofe about you. Obferve to make your Paufes 
regular, and make not any where the Senfe will 
admit of none. Suit your Voice to the Subjedl. 
Be attentive "to thofe who read well, and remem- 
ber to imitate their Pronounciation. Read often 
before good Judges, and thank them- for correft- 
ing you* Confider well the Place of Emphafis, 

and 
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ptiii proi^ounce it accordingly : For the Strefs of 
Voice is the fame with regard to Sentences as in 
Words. The Emphafis or Force of Voice is for 
the n>oft Pot laid upon thp accented .Syllable; 
but if there is a particular Oppofition betwpeij 
two Words in a Sentence, onp whereof differs 
ifrom the other in Paru, the Accent jnuft be rer 
moved from its Place: For Inftance, The Sun 
Jhines upon the Jufi and uton the Unjujf, jjere the 
Emphafis is laid upon tne firft Syllable in Vnjuft^ 
becaufe it is oppofed to Jujl in the fame Sentence, 
widiout which Oppofition it (hould lie in its pro- 
per Place, th^t is, on the laft Syllable, as, w^ 
muft not imitcUe the u^ijuft P radices of others. 

The general %x^^ tor knowing which is the 
emph^tical Word in a Sentencp, is, tocpnjiderth^ 
T>efign of the tVbole ; for particular Dire^ons can- 
not be eafily given, excepting only where Words 
evidently oppofe one another in a Sentence, and 
thofe are 2X^zyiemphaticaL So frequently is the 
Word thait afks a Queftion^ as, ijiiho^ nvhat, ijuhen^ 
&c. biit not always. Ifoj* muft the }£mphaiis be 
always laid' upon the faine Words in the fame 
Sentence, butf varied according to the principal 
JVleaning of the Speaker. Thus fuppofe I en- 
quire. Did my Father <walk ahroa^ Yefterday ? If I 
lay the Emphafis upon the Word Father ^ 'tis evi- 
.dent I want to kpow Avhether it was he^ or fom^ 
Body elfe. If I lay if upon %valky the Peribn J 
JTpeak to will know, that I want to be informed 
whether hie went on Foot or rode on Horfehack, 
ffi p^t the Emphafis upon YeJ^erday^ it denotes. 
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that I am fatisfied that ^my Father went abroad, 
and on Foot, tho' I want to be informed whe- 
ther it was Tejlerday^ or fome Time before. 

R U L E S to read VERSE. 

There are two Ways of writing on a Subje6l, 
namely in ProfeTLn^ Verf^. Pro/2 is the common 
Way of Writing, without being conliaed to a 
certain Number of Syllables, or having tne Trou- 
ble of difpoling of the Words in any particular 
Form. Fer/e requires Words to be ranged fo, as 
the Accents may naturally fall on particular Syl- 
lables, and make a Sort of Harmony to the Ear : 
This is termed ilii?/r^ or Mea/ure, to which Rhyme 
is generally added, that is, to make two or more 
Verfes, near to each other, and with \he fame 
Sound ; but this Practice is not abfolutely ne- 
cefTary : For that which has no Rhyme' is called 
Blank Verfe. 

In Metre the Words muft be difpofed fo, as 
the Accent may fall on every Secondy Fourth^ and 
Sixth Syllable ; and alfo on the Eighth^ Tenths 
and TiAjelfth, if the Lines run to that Length. 
The following Verfe of ten Syllables may ferve 
for an Example : 

^he Monarch f poke y and ft rait a Murmur rofe • 
But Englip Poetry allows of frequejnt Varia- 
tions from this Rule, efpecially in the firft and 
fecond Syllables in the Line, as of the Verfe 
which rhymes with the former, where the Accent 
is laid upon the firfl Syllable. 

Loud I 
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Loud M tht S urges y <whf€n the Tempeft ilo<ws. 

But there are two Sorts of Metre, which vary 
from this Rule^ one of which is when the Verfe 
contains but feven Syllables, and the Accent lies 
upon the Firji^ Thirds Fifths and Se^ventby as below. 

Could nve, tvhich ive ne'ver cafty 
Stretch our Li*ves beyond their Span* 

Beauty like a Shado'w flies ^ 
Aud our Youth before us dies. 

The other Sort has a hafty Sound, and require* 
an Accent upon every third Syllable, as, 

'jT/V the Voice of the Sluggard, I hear him complain, 
ITou ha^en.uak^dme too John, I mufl fliimher again. 

You fRuft always obferve to pronounce Verfe 
as you do Profe, giving each Word and Syllable 
its natural Accent, with thefe two Reflridions : 
Firfl, If there be no Point at the End of a Line, 
make a Ihort Paufe before you begin the next. 
Secondly, \i any Word in a Line has two Sounds, 
give it that which agrees beA with the Rhyme 
and Metre; for Example, the Word Glittering 
mull fometimes be pronounced as of three Sylla- 
bles, and f(>metimes Glittering, as of two. 

The Ufe of CAPITALS, and the diiferent 
Letters ufed in Printing. • 

The Names of the Letters made Ufe of in 
printed Books are diftinguiftied thus : The round, 
full, and upright, is called the Roman ; the long 
leaning narrow Letters are called Italic^ and the 

ogtzedbvGoc ancient 
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ancient black Gharad^er is called Englijh^ yoK 
have a Specimen as follows, <viz. 

The Roman. The Italk. Thi Engliih^ 
Angel. . jingeL ' 3inqtt 

Th4 OU Englip is feldom ufed but in Ads of 
Parliament, Proclamations, &c. ^\\&Roman is 
chiefly in Vogue for Books and Pamphlets, inter-* 
mixed with Italicy to diftinguifh proper Names j 
Chapters, Arguments, Words in any F^eign 
Language,- Texts of Scripture, Citations from 
Authors, Speeches or Sayings of any Peribn, 
emphatical Words, and whatever is ftrongly 
iigniiicant. . 

The Ufe of Capitals, or great Letters, is to 
begin every Name of the fupreme Being, as 
God, Lord, Almighty, Father, Son, &c. All 
proper Names of Men and Things, Titles of 
DilHnftion, as King, Duke,- Lord, Knight, &c* 
muft alfo begin with a Capital. So ought every 
Book^ Chapter, Verfe, Paragraph, and Sentence 
after a Period. A Saying, or Quotation from 
any Author fliould begin with a Capital; as 
ought every Line in a Poem. I and O, when 
they fland iingle, muft always be Capitals ; any 
Words, particularly Names or Subftantives, may 
begin with a Capital ; but the common Way of 
^beginning every Subftantive with a Ca]|>ital is 
not commendable. 

Captitals are likewiie often u(ed for Ornament, 
AS in the Title of Books; and alfo to exprefs 
l^umbers, and Abbreviations. 
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A concifc AcGOUKT of 

AISICIENT BRITAIN. 

C H A p. I. 

ENGLAND and Scotland, though but one 
iQand, are two Kingdoms, viz. the King-i^ 
4ptQ 'pi England and the Kingdom of Scotland^ 
ivhich two Kingdoms being united, were iii the 
Reign of King James I. called Great Britain^ 
The Shape of it is triangular, as thus A , and 
*tis furroundcd by the Seas. Its utmoft Extent 
jM- Length is 812 Miles, its Breadth is 32O, 
aiki its Circumference 1 836 ; and is reckoned one 
of Che fineft Illands in Europe. 
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The whole IHand was ancie&dy called Albion, 
which feems to have been foftened from Alpion ; 
becaufe the Word Alp, in fome of the original 
Wcflern luinguages, generally figftifies very high 
Lands, or Hills; as this Ifle appears td tho^e 
who approach it from the Continent. It w^ 
likewife called Olbion, which in the Greek figm- 
fies happy ; but of thofc Times there is no Cer- 
tainty in Hiflory, more than that it had tbe 
Denomination, an<i was veryjittle known by tbe 
reft of the World. 

The People that firft lived in this liland, ac- 
cording to the beft Hiftorians, were the Gaols, 
and afterwards the Britons. Thefe Britons were 
tall, well made, and yellow hair'd, and lived fre- 
quently a hundred and twenty Years, owing to 
their Sobriety and Temperance, and the Whol- 
fomcnefs of the Air. The Ufe of Cloaths was 
fcarce known among them. Some of them that 
inhabited the Southern Parts, covered their Na- 
kednefs with the Skins of Wild Beafts carelefsly 
thrown over ihem, not fo much to defend them- 
felves againft the Cold, as to avoid giving Offence 
to Strangers that came to traffic with them. 
By way of Ornament they ufed to cut the Shape 
of Flowers, and Trees, and Animals, on their 
Skin, and afterwards painted it of a Sky Colour, 
with the Juice of Woad that never wore out. 
They livsd in Woods, in Huts covered with Skins, 
Boughs, or Turf. Their Towns or Village! 
were a confufed Parcel of^Huts, placed at a little 
Diftancc from each other, without any Order ol* 

Diftinftioii 
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DiftiQ^on of Streets. They were generally in 
the Middle of a Wood defended with Ramparts, 
or Moands of Earth thrown up. Ten or a Do- 
zen of them. Friends and Brothers, lived together, 
and had their Wives in common. Their Food 
was Milk and Flefh got by Hunting, their Woods 
and Plains beinjj well flocked with Game. Fifh 
and tame Fowls, whichr they kept for Pleafure, 
they were forbid by their Religion to eat. 

Their chief Commerce was with the Phoenician 
Merchants ; who, after the Difcovery of the 
Ifland, exported every Year great Quantities of 
Tin, with which they drove a very gainful Trade 
with diitant Nations. 

In this Situation were the Ancient Britons, 
when Joliiu Csefar, the firft Emperor of Rome, 
and a great Conqueror, formed a Defign of in- 
vading their Ifland; which the Britons hearinjj 
of, they endeavoured to divert him from his 
Purpofe by fending AmbafTadors with Offers of 
Obedience to him, which he refufed, and in the 
55th Year before the coming of our Saviour 
upon Earth, he embarked in Gaul (that is France) 
a great many Soldiers on board eighty Ships. 

At his Arrival on the Coaft of Britain, he fees 
the Hills and Cliffs that ran out into the Sea 
covered with Troops, that could eafily prevent 
his Landing, on which he failed two* Leagues 
farther to a plain and open Shore ; which the 
Britons perceiving, fent their Chariots and Horfe 
that Way, whilft the reft of their Army advanced 
to fupport them. The Largeuefs of Caefar's Vef- 
C 2 ^^^^ 
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fels hindered them from coining near the Shore* 
lb that the Roman Soldiers Taw themfelves under 
a Neceffity of leaping into the Sea, arnied as they 
were, in order to attack their Enemies, who ftood 
ready to receive them on dry Ground. Cxfar 
perceiving his Soldiers did not exert their ufual 
Bravery, orders fome finall Ships to get as near 
the Shore as poffible, which they did» and with 
their SIings> Engines, and Arrows, fct pelted the 
Pntons, that their Courage began to abate. But 
the Romans were unwilling to throw themfelves 
into the Water, till one of their Standard-Bearcrs 
leaped in firft with his Colours in his Hand, 
irrymg out aloud, FollotM mty Fello-w SoUiers^ urn* 
le/syou <wiil betray the Roman Eagle into the Hands 
of the Enemy ^ For my Party I am refolded to dif- 
f barge my Duty to Cofjar and the Commonwealths 
Whereupon all the Soldiers followed him, ^4 
began the Fight. But their Refolution was not 
^ble to compel the Britons to give Ground; nay» 
it was feared they would have been repelled, had 
pot Csefar caufed' armed Boats^ to nipply them 
with Recruits, which made the Enemy fall back 
^ little. The Romans improving this Advantage, 
.advanced, and getting firm Footing on Land, 
prefTed the Britons fo vigoroufly, that they put 
them to the Rout. The Britons, aftonimed at 
^he Roman Valour, and fearing a more obftinate 
Refiftance would but expofe them to greater 
Mifchiefs, fent to fue for Peace and offer HoC 
tages, which Ca;{ar iiccepted, and a Peace waf 
' concluded four Days after their Landing. Thus 
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having given an Account of ancient Briton, anJ 
Caefar's Invafion, we ftall proceed to the Hiftory 
of England, and the feveral Kings by whom it 
lias been governed. 



A Compeadioos History of England. 
CHAP. II. 

AS England was long governed by Kings who 
were Natives of the Country, fo it may 
not be improper to diftinguilh that Trad of Time 
by the Name of the Britifli Period . Thofe Kings 
were afterwards fubdued by the Romans, and the 
Time that warlike People retained their Con- 
queft we ihall call the Roman Period. When 
the Saxons brought this Country under their Sub- 
jeAion, we fliall denominate the Time of their 
Sway tht Saxon Period. Laftly, when the Danes 
invaded England, and conquered it, we fhaH term 
the Series of Years they pofTefTed it, the Danifli 
Peiiod. 

This Country was originally called Albion, 
•but one Brutus, a Grecian Hero, having landed 
here about i loo Years before Chrift, changed its 
ancient Name to Britannia : From wjiich Time, 
%o the Arrival of Julius Caefar here, there had 
reigned fixty-nine Kings, all Natives of Eng- 
land. 

In refped dP the Roman Period, we may ob- 

fcrve that Julias Cxfar firfl landed in Britain 

C 3 froiQ, 
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from Gallia, and made it tributary to the Ro- 
;nans ; but foon after the Birth of Chrift, th^ 
Emperor Claudius brought this Country entirely 
under his SubjedUon, and the Empefor Adrian 
built the long Wall between England and Scot- 
land. 

In the Beginning of the /econd Century, the 
Chriftian Religion was planted in Etigland; and 
in the fifth Century, the Britons, finding them- 
iielves overpowered by the Scots, called oyer the 
Saxons to their Afllilance, who were fo chalihed 
with the Country, that they determined to con-^ 
^nuehere, and fubdued it. 

The more remarkable Occurences in the Saxon 
Period, are, that fuch of them who embarked for 
England, had been particularly diflin^uifhed by 
^hc Name of Angles, and from them the Name 
of Britannia was changed to that of AngUa. The 
JSaxons alfo divided ^he Country among them- 
felves into feven Kingdoms, known by the Name 
of the Saxon Heptarchy, viz. i. Kent, 2. ElTex, 
3". SufTex, 4. WefTex, 5 . Eaft Anglia, 6. Mercia, 
7 . Northumberland. But at length WefTex, over- 
powering the refl, formed them all into one 
Monarchy. 

One of thofe Weft-Saxon Kings, called Ina, 
made many good Laws, fome of which are ftiU 
extant : He dfo was the firft that granted Peter's 
fence to the Pope. 

In regard to the Danifh Period, we fhall onlf 
remark, that the Danes had for a long Time 
^^d as Pp-ates or Sea Robbers upon the Englifh 

^ , Coafb, 
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CoaSi^ and made feveral Incarfions Into the 
Country, when their Sang Canute pofTefTed him* 
felf of the Crown of England; however, their 
CmTrnment did not continue long. 

Canate reined eighteen Years, and left three 
Sons, Harold, Canute, and Sueno; to the firft 
lie gave England, ^ to^ the fecond Denmark, and 
to the third Norway. ' 

Hzicld reigned five Years, and was fucceeded 
by his half Brother Hardi Caijifite, who died two 
Yean after ; and with him ended the tyrannical 
Govemmtntof the Danes in England:, '^ * 



The intermediate HisTOR-y^f England. 

CHAP. iir. 'Z' 

WE (hall divide this Part of our Hiftory 
into four Period^L j. The Kings of the 
Norman line ; 2. Thofe of the Houfe of Anjou 5 
3. Of the Houfe of Lancafter ; 4. Of the Houfe 
ofYork. 

The Norman Kings. 

William I. iimamed the Conqueror, gained 
t^al Vidory over King Harold, by which 
Means he procured the Crown of England. This 
Pijncc was the Son of Robert, Duke of Nor^ 
mandy, by one of his MiftrefTes called Harlotte, 
from whom fome think the Word Harlot is de- 
rived: Jlowcver'^as this Amour fcemsbdd, we 
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fliall entertain the Reader with ^n Account of it* 
The Duke riding one Day to take the Air, 
pafTed by a Company of Country Girls, who were 
dancing, and was fo taken with the graceful Car- 
riage of one of them, named Harlotte, a Skin- 
ner's Daughter, that he prevailed on her to cor 
habit with him, and (he was ten Months after 
delivered of William ; who, having reigned ? i 
Years, died at Rouen, in Sept. 1087. 

William II. fijnamed Rufus, fucceeded his 
Father: He built Weftminller-Hall, rebuilt Lon- 
don-Bridge, and made a new Wall round the 
Tower of I^ondon. In his Time the Sea over- 
flowed a great Part of the Eftate belonging to the 
Earl of Goodwin in Kent, which is at this Day 
called the Goodwin Sands. The King was killed 
accidentally by an Arrow in the New Foreft, and 
left no IfTue, He reigned 14 Years, and was 
buried in Winchefter Cathedral. 

Henry I. youngeft Son of William the Con- 
queror, fucceeded his Brother William II. in 
1100. He reduced Normandy, and made hi? 
Son Duke thereof. This Prince died in Nor- 
mandy of a Surfeit, by eating Lampreys after 
Hunting, 4iavirtg wigned 35 Years. 

Stephen, iirnamed of Blois, fucceeded hia 
Uncle Henry I. in 1 135 ; but being continually 
harrafled by the Scotch and Wellh, and havinff 
reigned 19 Years in an uninterrupted Series or 
Troubles, he died at Dover in 11 54, andwas.bu* 
ried in the Abbey at Feverfham, which he had e* 
refted for the Burial Place of himfelf and Family. 

IHenrt 
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Henry II. Son of Geofrey Plantagenet, Earl 
ofAnjoUy fucceeded Stephen in 1154. In him 
the Norman and Saxon Blood was united, and 
with him began the Race of the Plantagenets, 
which ended with Richard III. In this King's 
Reign Thomas a Becket, Son to a Tradefman in 
London, who had a Syrian Woman for his Spoufe, 
being bred up to the Law, was made Lord High 
Chancellor, and afterwards Archbiihop of Can- 
terbury; but after he was faifed to this high 
Bio^ity, he affeded on all Occafions to oppofe 
and to be indepej^dent of the Court. This fo . 
exafperated his Royal Benefactor, that he had him 
impeached of High Treafon. Thomas, however, 
appealed to Rome, and withdrew into France, 
Hereupon the* Pope publicklycfpottfed his Caufe, 
and threatened to put the Kingdom of England 
under an Interdid. At length all Parties were 
again r^c^mciled, and Thomas ref^ored to his See, 
alter iibten Years Baniihmcnt: But fome Time 
after, the'^King hearing of his Mifbehaviour, 
complamed in his Court, that he had no one to 
i)evenge him on that Pried for the Infults he had 
pat upon him. Hereupon f^urpfhis Domeilic^, 
in hopes to curry Favour, fat out immediately 
fcj" Canterbury, and beat out Thomas's Brains 
with Clubs, as he was faying Vefpers in his own 
Cathedral, in (6 cruel a Manner, that the Altar 
was covert with Blood. 

' Air RofambDd, likewife^ the King's Concu- 
bine, and Daus^iter of the Lord Clifford, wa§ 
foifoncd about ate fame Time by Queen Eleanor, 
^ / '.-... ihp 

, Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( i8 > 

file not being able to bear (o formidably a Rival* 
At length King Henry having futxtued Ireland* 
died there in 1189, and in the 34^ Year of his 
Reign. 

Richard I. fucceeded his Father Henry II* 
and was no fooner crowned, than he took upon 
him the Crofs, and went with Philip, King of 
France, to the Holy-T^and in 1 19?. On his Re- 
turn he was detained by the Emperor Henry VI. 
and obliged to pay 100,000 Marks for his Ran- 
fom. In a War which fucceeded between Ehig- 
land and France, Richard fought peHbnally in 
"the Field, and gained a complete Victory over 
the Enemy ; but was afterwards (hot with an Ar- 
row, at the Siege of the Caftle Chalus, and died 
of the Wound April 6, 1199. 

John, the fourth Son of Henry II, took Pof- 
feffion of the Crown on Richar4's Deceaie, tho* 
his Brother Arthur of Bretagne, the third Son of 
Henry, had an undoubted Title to it. He was 
univerfally hated for his arbitrary Proceedings, 
both in Church and State, and Pope Innocent 
III. excommunicated him for his vile Pradlices. 
Hereupon, to make fome Atonement, he paid 
a yearly Tribute of a Thoufand Marks to the 
Church; and fome Time after, having thrown 
himfelf into a Fever, by eating Peaches, he died 
at Newark, 06k. «8, 12 16. 

This King immortalized his Name, by grants 
ing the Barons all they required, and figningtwo 
Charters. The firft was called Magna Charta, 
or the Charter of Liberties; the iecond, the 

Charter 
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Charter of Forcfts; which two Charters have 
fincc been the Foundation of the Liberties of this 
Kation. 

Henrt ni. fucceeded his Father John in 1 216, 
being but nine Years old. He reigned 56 Years, 
during the greateft Part of which he was em- 
bfoHcd in a Civil "War. He founded the Houfe 
of Converts, and an Hofpital in Oxford, and 
died at St. Edmundfbnry in 1272. 1 

Edward I. tho* in the Holy-Land when his 
Father died, yet fucceeded him, and proved a 
warlike and fuccefsful Prince. He niade France 
fear him, and forced the King of Scotland to pay 
him Homage. He created his eldeft Son Prince 
of Wales, which Title has been enjoyed by the 
cideft Sons of all the Kings of England ever 
fioce. Li his laft Moments he exhorted his Son 
to continue the War with Scotland, and added, 
" Let ;ny Bones be carried before you, for I'ra 
" fure the Rebels will never dare to ftand the 
" Sight of them.** He died of a Bloody Flux 
at Borough on the Sands, a fmall Town in Scot* 
land, July 7, 1337, having reigned 34 Years, 
and lived 68. 

Edward IL fucceeded his Father, but proved 
an unfortunate Prince, being hated by his No- ' 
bles, and flighted by the Commons : He was firft 
debauched by Gavefton his Favourite, and after- 
wards by the two Spencers, Father and Son, whofe 
Oppreffions he countenanced to the Hazard of his 
Crown, But the Barons taking up Arms againft 
Ac King, Gavellon was beheaded, the two Spen- 
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cers hanged, and he him/elf forced to.refi^n ^kt 
Crown to Prince Edward his Son. Soon after 
which he was barbaroufly murdered at Berkely 
Caftle, by means of Mortimer the Queen^s Fa- 
vourite. He reigned 20 Ycars,^ and was buried 
at Gloucefter. 

Edward III. who fucceedcd his Father on his 
Reiignation, made a new' Conqueft of Scotland, 
and took David Bruce, their King, Prifbner. 
This King's eldeft Son, firnamed the Black Prince, 
gained two furprifing Viftories, one at Crcifi, 
the other at Poiftiers, in which he took King 
John, with his youngeft Son Philip, Pri/bners. 
Thus England had once the Glory to make t^vo 
Kings Prifoners. This Reign is alfo memoi^ble 
, for the Inllitution of the moft noble Order of the 
Garter, and for the Title of the Duke of Corn- 
wall being firft conferred upon the Black Prince, 
and continued as a Birthright to the Prince Royal 
of England. 

In this Reign lived John WicklifF, who ftrenu* 
oufly oppofed the Errors of the. Romifh Church. 
Peter's Pence were now alfo denied to the Church 
of Rome, and the Manufacture of Cloth £rft 
brought into England. 

Edward the Black Prince died in 1336, and 
his untimely End hadened that of his Father, 
who died foon after at Shene in Surry, having 
reigned 30 Years, and was buried atWeftmiafter. 

Richard II, Son to Edward the Slack Prince, 
fucceeded his Grandfatlier ; but he haft neither his 
Wifdom ttor good Fortune, He was born at Bour- 
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deauxin France: his Condu£l in Englatid made 
his Reign very uneafy to his Sul)je6ls, and at lafl 
deprived him of his Grown. He raifeda Tax of 
5d. per Head, which caufed an Infurredion by 
the Influence of Wat Tyler,, who being ftabbed 
by William Walworth, Mayor of London, the 
Storm was quelled. • The fmothering of the Duke 
of Gloucefter, and the unjufl Seizure of the 
Duke of Lancafter's Effeds, with an Intent to 
banifh his Son, were the two Circumilanccs 
which compleated the King's Ruin. 

For after this Tyranny and Cruelty, being 
forced to refign the Crown, he was confined in 
Pomfret CalVle in Yorkfhire, where being bar- 
baroufly murdered, he was buried at Langley, 
having reigned 22 Years. In his Time lived 
Chaucer the famous Poet. 

The Houfe of Lanca'ster, called the 
Red-Rose. 

Henry IV. who fucceded his Coufin Richard 
on his Refignation in^ X399> was the Son of 
John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaller, and fourth 
Son of Edward III. In his turbulent Reign, 
which lalled 1 3 Years and a Half, we find little 
remarkable, except the Ad then pafTed for burn- 
ing the Lollards or Wickliffites, who feparated 
from the Church of Rome. 

Henry V. fucceedpd his Father, who, tho* 
a loofc Prince in his Youth, proved a wife, vir- 
tuou9y and magnanhnous Prince. He banifhed all 
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Kis lewd Companions from Court, and claimed 
the Englifli Title to the Crown of France, in fb 
heroic and efFeftual a Manner, that with i4.,ooo 
Men he beat the French at Agincourt, though 
140,00a ftrong. Hereupon Queen Katherinc 
prevailed upon her Hufband Charles VI. then 
King of France, to diiinherit the Dauphin, and 
to give Katherine his Daughter to Henry, fo that 
he was declared Heir to the Crown of France, 
and Regent during the King's Life, which Mea- 
fures were ratified and confirmed by the States of 
that Kingdom, tho' he did not live to fit on the 
Throne. He reigned but ten Years, died at 
Vinfennes, a Royal Palace near Paris, and was 
buried at Weftminfter, in 1422, in the 39th- 
Year of his Age. 

Henry VI. when only eight Years old, fuc- 
ceeded his Father, but was no lefs unfortunate 
at Home than Abroad ; and tho' he was crowned 
at Paris, King of France, in the Year 1423, yet 
he loft all his Pi-edeceflbrs had acquired in that 
Kingdom, Calais only excepted., The Crown of 
England was difputed between him and the Houfe 
of York, which occaiioned fuch civil Wars in 
England as made her bleed for 84 Years, when 
all the Princes of York and Lancafter were either 
killed or beheaded. The French laying hold of 
this favourable Opportunity, fhook off the pn- 
glifh Yoke, and recovering their Liberty in five 
Years, placed the young Dauphin upon the 
Throne, who was then Charles VII. The Crown 
of England was now fettled by Parliament up* 
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on the Houfe of York and their Heirs, after the 
Death of King Henry, whofe Heirs were exclud- 
ed for ever. This Prince puffed through various 
Changes of Life, and was at laft ftabbed to the 
Heart, by Richard Duke of Gloucefter^ who had 
before murdered Edward the only Son of this 
unfortunate King. 

The Houfe of York, called the White 
Rose. 

Edward IV. who had difpoffefTed Henry VL 
in 1 460, was the firft King of the Line of York, 
and nobly maintained his Right to the Crown by 
mere Dint of Arms ; till at laft fubduing the 
Party which oppofed him, he was crowned at 
Weftminfter, June 28, 1461. In this King's 
Reign the Art of Printing was firft brought 
into England. At this Time alfo the King of 
Spain was prefented with fome Catfwold Sheep, 
from whofe Breed, 'tis faid, came the fine Spanilh 
Wool, to the Prejudice of England. Edward 
reigned 22 Years, and was buried at Windfor, 
in 1483. 

Edward V. eldeft Son of Edward IV. fuc- 
ceeded his Father when only 12 Years old ; but 
his bloody Uncle, Richard Duke of Gloucefter, 
caufed both him and his Brother to be fmothered 
iirtheir Beds in the Tower of London, in the fe- 
cond Month of his Reign, and before his Coro- 
nation, 
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Richard III. having difpatched his two Ne- 
phews, fucceexied to the Crown, and was the laft 
king of the Houfe of York. He was an Ufurper, 
and his Cruelty had incenfed the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, his Favourite, to fuch a Degree, that 
he contrived his Ruin, and offered the Crown to 
Henry Earl of Richmond, the only furviving 
Prince of the Houfe of Lancafber, then at the 
Court of France, on Condition that he would 
marry Elizabeth^ the eldcft Daughter of Edward 
IVt in order to unite the Hq^fes of York and 
Lancafter. Richard being informed of the Affair, . 
ordered the Duke to be inftantly bche^ided with-, 
out Trial. HQ\y^yqr, ^tjiis did not difcourage 
Henry, who Ijai^- accepted the Offer. He came 
over with a fmall .Force, ai^d landed in Wales, 
where he was born, his Army increasing as he 
advanced. .At length having colle^d a Body of 
5000 Men, he attacked King Richtrd in Bof-. 
worth Field in Leiceftea-fhire, m 1485. Richard 
fought bravely 'till he, was killed in the Engage- 
ment, which- made Wky for Henry to the Crown 
of England. 

The modem History of Engi^and/ 
C H A P. IV. 

WE fhall divide this Branch of Englifh Hif- 
tory into four Periods, namely, 1. The 
Kings of the Houfe pf Tudor, 2. The Kings 
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of the Stuart family. 3. King William of the 
Houfe of Orange, and Queen Anne. 4. The 
Kings of the Houfe of Hanover. 

The Houfe of Tudor. 

Henry VII. fucceeded Richard III. in 1485 : 
He obtained the Crown by Force of Arms, tho* 
he had a Right to it by Birth ; being of the 
Houfe of Lancafter. The Name of his Father 
was Edmund Tudor, Earl of Richmond ; and he 
married Elizabeth, the Daughter of King Ed- 
ward III. by which Marriage th^ Houfes of York 
and Lancafter were united. This Prince had 
great Sagacity, but was very Gi:uel and unjult. 
Edward Flantagenet, Earl of Warwick, and the 
laft Prince of the Houfe of York, was beheaded 
by him for attempting iiis Efcape, after being 
imprifoned from nine Years old ; for which cruel 
A^l Henry's Name will be hated for ever. As 
he grew old, he grew .covetous, and to increafe 
his Treafure, he caufed all Penal Laws to be put 
in Execution. His chief Inftruments herein were 
Epfom and Dudley, who afterwards paid dear 
for their Extortion. He built the Chapel at 
Weftminilei», which is at this Day called " Henry 
the Seventh's. The 48 Gentlemen of the Privy 
Chamber and the Band of Gentlemen Penfioners 
were firft fettled in his Reign. He died at the 
Palace of Richmotid, which he built, and left in 
ready Money to his Succeffor i,8oo,oool. having 
reigned 24 Years. . 
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Henry VITI. born* at Greenwich, in 149I> 
thelDnly furviTving Son of Henry VII. came to 
the Crown in the igth Year of his Age, and in 
1509. He reighed for fom.e Years with great 
Applaufe ; biit being vitiated by Cardinal Wolfey, 
Luxury and Cruelty obfcured his Virtues, and 
ftained his former Glory. He had fix Wives, of 
whom he divorced two, and Cauftd two to be 
pfiblickly beheaded. In his Reign began the 
Reformation ; and the King was, by Ad of Par- 
liament, declared fupreme He^d of the Church 
of England. Before he fell off from. the Pope, 
he wrote a Book againft tjitljjer. On thisr Ac^r 
count, Pope Leo honoriyed J^m with ;the^Tit\e of 
Defender of the Faith ; which the Parliament 
made hereditary to all fucceeding Kin|;s of Eng- 
land. His Government was more arbitrary and 
fevere, tlian that of any of his Predeceflbrs fince 
William the Conqueror. He reigned ^bout 38 
Years, died Jan. 28, 1547, and was buried in 
\yindfor Chagel. 

Edward vJ, only Son of Henry VUL fuc^ 
ceeded his Father at ten Years old; ^nd in the fix 
Years during which he reigned, he, by the inde- 
fatigable Zeal of Archbiihop Cranmcr, "made a 
great Progrefs in the Reformation. This good 
Prince founded our two famous Hofpitals, calM 
Chrift-Church and St. Thomas, one in the City 
of London, the other in the Suburbs. This 
Reign is memorable for the l>ifcovery of thtj 
North-Call PaiTage' to Archangel, u\adQ by J " 
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chard Chalinour, till then unknown, and fince 
become the common PafTage from Afia into Eu- 
rope. Edward^r'eigned but fix Years, and was 
buried at Weihninfter. 

Mary, eldeft Daughter of Henry VIJI. by 
his firft Wife, fucceed^d her Half-Brother Ed- 
ward VI. She. reftored the Roman Catholic 
Bifhops, and commenced a hot Perfecution againft 
the Proteftants ; in which Archbifhop Cranmer, 
and fix other Biihops were burnt alive. In her 
Reign, Calais was taken hy the French, after it 
had been in biir Pofleffion zqo Years ; and the 
fanae Year, which was 1558, fhe died of Grief 
for the Lofs of that City. With her Life ended 
a Reign begun, continued, finilhed in Blood, and 
happy in nothing but the Ihort Duration. She 
was buried at Wellminfter. 

Elizabeth, Daughter of Henry VIII. by 
Anna Bullen his fecond Wife, fucceeded her Half- 
Sifter Mary. She proved an excellent Queen, the 
Glory of her Sex, and Admiration of the Age 
ihe lived In. She was crowned at Weftminfter, 
Jan. 15, 1558.. In her Time the Proteftant Re- 
ligion was again reftored. She humbled the Pride 
of Spain, both in Europe and America. Memo- 
rable is the Year 1558, for the Spanifh Invaiion 
aptempted' by King Philip, with his Invincible 
Armada; the greateft Part of which was de- 
ftroyed by the Englifh pireftiips and a providen- 
^al Storm. The very Names of our chief Com- 
manders, Howard, Norris, ElTex, Drake, and 
.■j-^v/ Ralcieh, 
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Raleigh, ftruck a Terror in her Enemies, They 
took and burnt feveral Places in Spain, particu- 
larly Cadiz and the Groyne; intercepted their 
Plate Fleets, and reduced that haughty Monarch 
fo low, that he has never fince recovered it. This 
Queen quelled the two Rebellions of O'Neal and 
Tir-Owen in Ireland. She protefted the new 
RepubUck of Holland, and the Proteftants of 
France. She commanded the Ocean, which fpread 
her Fame round the Globe, and made her Name 
refpedted every where. With much Reluftance 
ihe figned the Dead Warran; for the Execution 
of Mary Queen of Scots, charged with High- 
Treafon. She grieved much for the Death of the 
Earl of Effex, whofe Fall was owing to her Fa- 

> vour, and furvived him but two Years, In her 
Reign the two Engliflx Inquifitions were ereded, 
I mean the S tar-Chamber, and the High Com- 
miffion Court, which grew opprefiive, and the 
Judges fo arbitrary, that they were fuppreffed by 
an Aft of Charles J. She had a peculiar Talle for 
Learning, which flourillied in her Reign. She 
fpoke five or fix diiFerent Languages, tranilated 
feveral Books from the Greek and French, and 
took great Pleafurein the Study of Mathematicks, 
Geography, and Hiftory. She died in 1603, in 
the 45th Year of her Reign, and the 70th Year 
of her Age, leaving her Kinfmai\ James VL of 

^ Scotland, her S^ccef^or, 
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The Stuart Family. 

James I. of England, arrived at London 
May 7, 1603, and the Feafl of St. James follow- 
ing was fixed for his Coronation. In 1604, Nov. 
5, the Powder Plot was difcovered, the Memory 
whereof has been hitherto religioufly obferved. 
Among the remarkable Tttings of this Reign, 
may be reckoned the two Vifits his Majefty re- 
ceived from Chriftiern IV. King of Denmark, 
whofe Siller Ann was King Jaipes's Confort : 
The Creation of a new Order called Baronets, 
next to a Baron, and made hereditary: The 
Fall of Lord Chancellor Baconr and of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, at the Inftigation of the Spanifh Am- 
bdTador: The Office of the Mafter of the Cere- 
monies was firft eftabli filed. As to th? Charac- 
ter of this Prince, it muft be confefled, that he 
was too much of a Scholar, and too little of the 
Soldier. Tho' he was brought up in the Scotch 
Prcfbitery, he thought Epifcopacy fo necefTary 
for the Support of his Crown, that he often ufed 
to fay, No Bifiof, no 'King. He died at Theo- 
balds, Marxrh 27, 1625, in the 23d Year of his 
Reign, and 59th Year of his Agje. Thus ended 
a peaceable but inglorious, a plehtiful but luxu- 
rious Reign, to make Room for anot^r more 
turbulent and /tragical. • 

Charles I. the only Son of King James, 
fucceeded next : He was born at Dumferling in 
Scotland, 1600, and crowned at Wfftminfter, 

1^25. 
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1625. His Crown may be called a Crown of 
Thorns, as his Reign ended in Blood. He mar- 
ried Henrietta, Daughter to Henry IV. King of 
France, who was bigotted to the Catholic Reli- 
gion, and gain'd the Afcendency over him. His 
wonderful Compliance with the Queen, caufed 
him to a£l in many Things contrary to the Laws 
of the Kingdom, and his unbounded Favour to 
the Duke of Buckingham, incenfed the People to 
that Degree, that this Favourite was aftewards 
ftabbed By Felton merely for the public Good. 
Thefe and fuch like WeakneiTes made him con- 
tinually at Variance with the Parliament, which 
at laft broke out into a civil War. Several Bat- 
tles were fought between the Loyalifts and Re- 
publicans, or Rumps. The King was taken Pri- 
fbner by the Scots, whq fold him to the Parlia- 
ment for 260,060!. Hereupon the Parliament 
eredied a* High- Court of Jultice, and gave them 
Power to try the King ; and tho' the Generality 
of the People were againft fuch arbitrary Pro- 
ceedings, yet they arraigned him of High-Trea^ 
fon. The King maintaining his Dignity, and 
refuiing to acknowledge the Authority of thefe 
pretended Judges, had Sentence of Death paifed 
upon him, ^nd was accordingly beheaded on a 
Scaffold, ereded for that Purpofe, before the 
Palace, Jan. 30, 1648. In this Reign two great 
Miniflers, viz. Archbifhop Laud, and the Earl 
of Stafford, Were beheaded. 

Cromwell, one of the moft coniiderablc 
Member§ of (he High-Court, who condemned. 
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King Charles, was now fent to fubdue Ireland- 
After which he marched againft the Scots, whd 
had taken up Arms in ' favour of the late King. 
The Dutch alfo, who had fent a Fleet to affift the 
King, having met with many LofTes and Difap- 
pointments, iued for Peace, which Cromwell fold 
them at an exorbitant Price. Now Cromwell was 
made Lord Protector to the Britifh Dominions, 
and a£led with the fame Authority as if he had 
been King. He was a Terror both to France 
and Spain, and died Sept. 3, 1658. His Son in- 
deed fucceeded to that high Station, which his 
Father filled with univerfal Applaufe ; but having 
neither an equal Share of Ambition, nor a Head 
turned for Government, modeftly reiigned to the 
right Heir. 

Charles II. Son of Charles I. fucceeded hh 
Father, but was kept from the Crcnvn above 1 1 
Years, during which Time England was reduced 
to a Common-Wealth. The King was at the 
Hague, when his Father was beheaded. But on 
his yielding to fome Conditions impofed on him 
by the Kirk of Scotland, he was received by the 
Scots, and being crowned at Scoon, they fent an 
Army with him into England to recover that 
Kingdom ; which being totally defeated at Wor- 
cefter, he wandered about for fix Weeks, and 
made his Efcape to France, then to Spain, but 
without any Hopes of defloration, till the Death 
.of Oliver Cromwell: When a free Parliament, 
having met in April 1660, voted the Return of 
King Charles II. as lawffil Heir to the Crown. 

The 
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The Power of the Rump Parliament, by the Con^ 
duA and Courage of General Monk, had becit 
on the Decline for fome Time, and the King's 
Intereft greatly increafed, efpecially in flie City of 
London, where he was proclaimed May 8. He 
landed at Dover, and made a moft magnificent 
Entry, May 29, 1660, being his Birth-Day, and 
the 23d 0/ April following, being St. George's 
Day, he was crowned at Weftminller with great 
State and Solemnity. Among the riemarkable 
Things of this Reign, we may reckon the part- 
ing with Dunkirk to France for a paltry Sum. 
The blowing up iT^ngier in the Streights, after 
immenfe Sums had been expended to repair and 
keep it. The (hutting up the Exchequer .when 
full of Loans, to the Ruin of numerous Fami- 
lies. The two Dutch Wars, which ended with 
no Advantage on either Side, but ferved only to 
promote the French Intereft. The great Plague 
with which this Nation was vifitcd during the nrft 
Dutch War. The Fire of London that happened 
foon after ; and the Popifli Plot, for which many 
fufFered Death. On the 2d of Feb. 1684, die 
King fell fick of an Apoplexy ; he died four Days 
after, in the 37th Year of his Reign, and was 
privately buried at Weftminfter, 

James II. fucceeded his Brother Charles, but 
proved very unfortunate to himfelf and his Peo- 
ple, on account of his Zeal for the Romifh Re- 
ligion. He invaded the Rights of the Univer- 
fitics, and made Magdalen College in Oxford a 
Prey to his Violence. He fent feven Bifliops as 

Criminal* 
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Criminals to the Tower, who upon Trial were 
honourably acquitted. Father Petre, a Jefttit» 
and feveral Popifh Lords, fat in the Privy Conn« 
cH, and fome Popifh Judges on the Bench. The 
Pope fent a Nuncio from Rome, who was fuiFered 
to make his public Entry in Defiance of our Con- 
^tuticMi. Thefe barefaced Pradtices made the 
Protcftant Party think it high Time to check the 
ijrowth of Popery. Hereupon the Prince of 
Orange was requeued to vindicate his Confbrt's 
Right, and that of the three Nations. In the 
Beginning of diis Reign, the Duke of Mon-* 
mouth was proclaimed King in the Weft, in 
Oppofition to King James ; but his Party being 
defeated, he was beheaded July ic, 1685. Judge 
Jefieriee was afterwards fent by the King to try 
thofe who had affifted the Duke, of whom^ he 
hanged no lefs than 600, glorying in his Cruelty, 
and affirming, that he hanged more than all the 
Judges fince William the Conqueror. The Che- 
valier St, George was bom June 10, 1688, two 
Days after the Biihops were imprifoned. The 
Prince of Orange landed at Torbay, Nov. 5, 
and King James abdicated the Crown, and went 
over to France, Dec. 23. Hereupon an Inter- 
regnum enfued 'till the 13th of Feb. 1688-9, 
when William and Mary, Prince and Princefs of 
Orange, were offered ihe Crown, and accepted 
of it. 
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The Houfe of Orange. 

William III. and Mary II. fucceede^ 
James II. upon the Vote of the Convention. The 
Day after their Arrival at London, which was 
Feb. 13, 1688-9, they were feated under a Ca^ 
nopy of State in the Banqueting-Houfe, and both 
Houfes of Convocation waited upon them, prof- 
fering them the Crown in the Names of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons aP- 
fembled at Weftminfter : Accordingly they were 
proclaimed King and Queen of Great-Britain the 
following Day, and folemnly crowned at the 
Abbey on the 21ft of April. Several Plots were 
formed againft the King, but all of them proved 
abortive. He carried on a War with France, and 
with King James's Party in Ireland, for 9 Years 
fucceffively, till at length France was obliged to 
acknowledge him lawful King of Great-Britain, 
in the Peace of Ryfwic, 1697. He died March 
8, 1701, aged 5 1 , after he had furvived his Con- 
fort Mary Stuart, Daughter to James II. five 
Years, who died Dec. 21, 1696, and whofe Fu- 
neral was performed with great Elegance and 
Solemnity. July *2, 1700, William Duke of 
Gloucefter, the only furviving Iffue of Princefs 
Anne of Denmark, departed this Life at Windfor, 
aged twelve Years. And King James died at St. 
Germains in Sept. 1701. 

Anne, fecond Daughter to James IT. fucceeded 
King William, whofe Death was Joy to France, 

but 
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h^t a great Misfortune to Englsmd. Anne was 
born Feb. j6, 1664, and marned George Prince 
of Peamark, who was High Admiral of England, 
and a happy Affiijtant; to her in (leering the Ship 
of State. She was crowned Queen of Great- 
Britain, April 25, 1702. On the 4th of May 
following. War was ptoclaijiied ajt London, Vi- 
enna, and the Hague, againfl France and Spain* 
The Succefs of this War is worthjr Admiration, 
Sifid almoft incredible^ The Conqueft of thp 
Spanifh Guelderland, the Eledtorate of Cologne, 
the Biihopric of Liege; the prodigious Vifiory 
over the French and Bavarians at Blenheim un- 
^r the furprifmg ponduft of the Djike of MarL- 
borough; the Retaking of Lajjdau; the con- 
quering all the Eftatcs of Jth^ Pujce of Bavaria 
in Germany;, the forping iht French and Bava- 
rians out of fheir lines in Brabant, which was 
deemed aThingimpradiicable; the Battle of Ra- 
niilies^ the Vidory at Oudenard; the taking of 
Liile^ and Tournay ; the Defeat of the Frencji 
Army at Blarenies; the reducing of Mpn^, Sec, 
&c. are fuch Events as will render her Majefty's 
Reign famous to all Poilerity . If we look to- 
wards Spain, how bold and fuccefsful was our 
Attempt upon Vigo, where we took ^i^d de^royed 
their whole Plate-Fleet, both Men of War and 
others, to the Amount of 38 Sail, of which not 
ofie efcaped : Pid >ve not alfo take Gibraltar witii 
a fmall Force in one Morning, and keep Poflef- 
fion of it againfl the joint Strength or France 
jind3pw^ Barcelona likewife being taken by 
^ Z the 
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the EngliTih andDutchy tinder the Conduft of th< 
Earl of Peterborough, was foon after befieged 
by King Philip with a great Army, which was 
ibon forced to a ihameful Retreat into France. 
Hereupon Catalonia, Arragon, Valencia, and 
other Provinces fubmitted to Charles III. by the 
Influence of her Majefty's* Arms. Who could 
have expected the difmal Turn of the AfBurs of 
France in Italy, which happened in 1707, by the 
powerful Intereft of England. A numerous Army 
of French and Spaniards were deftroyed before the 
Walls of Turin, oy the Duke of Savoy and Prince 
Eugene. Thus Piedfnont was abandoned, the 
Mantuan, the Milanefe,' the Modenefe, Parxaa- 
fan andMontferret yielded up. 

This Queen alfo brought about the ftrid Union 
between England and Scotland, * after fundry 
fruitlefs Attempts of the fame Kind for a Century 
pail. In fhort, the SuccefTes in her Reign juftly 
denominate her one of the moft triumphant Mo- 
narchs of former Ages, and her Piety and Virtue 
will ever.be acknowledged by theBiitifh Nation. 
The four laft Years of Queen Anne's Reign were 
attended with much Perplexity, which was owing 
to her Minifters, who prevailed upon her to con* 
fent to the Peace of Utrecht ; and 'tis faid, her 
Death was occafioned by her ill Conduct, which 
ihe laid too much to Heart. She died Auguft i , 
1^14; and in her (be* Sacceffion of the Stuart 
Line ended. 



The 
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The Houfe of Hanovek. 

George I. who was Heir- Apparent to the 
Crown of Great-Britain on the Death of Queen 
Anne, and which had been confirmed to him fome 
Years before by various Afts of Parliament, and 
by a {pecial Article in the Peace of Utrecht, was 
born 1 6669 and proclaimed King the very Day 
Queen Anne expired. He landed at Greenwich, 
Sept. 18, 17 14* and was crowned 06t. 20. A 
thorough Change of the Miniftry was made on 
his Acceffion, wherein he dilHnguiihed his Exiends 
from his Enemies. 4n^ong the latter, the chief 
lycre the Duke of Ormond, the Earl of Oxford, 
and the Vifcount Bolingbroke, who were deemed 
to be firmly attached to the Intereft of the Pre- 
tender. In 171 5 a Plot was fuppofed to be 
brooding in the We^, where feveral Gentlemen 
were fulpeded of having a Defign to bring in the 
Pretender, and to place him on the Throne of 
his Anceflors. He had already been proclaimed 
King of Scotland, by the Earl of Mar, againft 
whom the Duke of Argyle njarched. On the 
13th of November, they came to a decifive Battle 
near Dumblain, where the Rebels were defeated, 
and put to Flight. At the fame Time a Body of 
5.000 Rebels having affembled at Prellon in Lan^ 
caihirc, headed by the Earl of Derwentwater; of 
whom General Wills, who commi^nrled fome of 
his Majefty's Troops on the Borders of Scotland, 
being informed, he marched directly againft them, 
E 3 and 
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and obliged them all to furrender Prifonefs of 
War. They were afterwards fent up to London, 
and many of the Ringleaders tried and condemned. 
Among thefe were the Earls of Derwentwaterand 
Kenmure, who were beheaded on Tower-Hill ; 
feveral others were executed at Tyburn, and the 
Remainder pardoned. Some other Confpiracies 
were formed againft the King's Perfon; but by 
timely Difcovery, prevented from being carried 
into Execution. Auguftz, 1718, the Quadruple 
' Alliance was figned between their Imperial, Chrif- 
tian and Britannic Majefties ; and the Spaniih 
Fleet was deftroyed in the Mediterranean by the 
Englifh. In 1720, Spain acceded to the Qua- 
druple Alliance, and a Fleet was fent into the 
Baltic in favour of Sweden. This Year was alfo 
remarkable for the South-Sea Scheme, by which 
many Families were deluded and entirely ruined : 
and the Government was obliged to interpofe, 
to prevent the ill Confequence of the People's 
De^air. On Enquiry into the Affair it appeared, 
that belides Stock Jobbers and Diredlors, fome 
Perfonsof Diftinflion were concerned in it. This 
fatal Stroke to the Britilh Trade was in fome ^ 
Meafure remedied by the Afliento Contrad, con- 
cluded at Madrid 1722. In the fame Year, the 
Funeralof the Duke of Marlborough, who, fince 
the Acceffion of King George, had been rellored 
to the Honours he fo jufUy deferved, was fo- 
lemnized with great Pomp. In 1723, a Confpi- 
racy for raifing an InfurrefUon was difcovered j 
hereupon the Duke of Norfolk, Lord North and 
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Grey, the Biftiop of Rochefter, and Counfellor 
Layer were taken into Cuftody; after a long 
Trial the BiHiop was baniihed, and Layer was 
Banged. In 1724, the Oflend Eaft-India Com- 
pany was eftablifhed. In 1725 the Hanover 
Treaty was agreed to between France, Great- 
Britain, andPruffia* June 11, 1727, Georgje L 
died atOfnaburgh, in the very Chamber where he 
was bom, in the 67th Year of his Age, and the 
13th Year of his Reign. ^ 

George II. was proclaimed as (bon as the 
News of his Father's Death came to London, and 
his Coronation was folemnized in 06lober follow- 
ing. The new Parliament met on the 23d of 
January, and chofe for their Speaker Arthur 
Onflow, Efq; and loyal and afFeftionate Addreffes 
were prefented to the King by both Houfes. The 
Land Forces were fixed at 22,955 Men, and the 
Number of Seamen at 15,000. An Enquiry was 
made into the State of the Public Goals, and from 
\this it appeared that great Cruelties and Oppref- 
fibns had been exercifed on the Prifoners, par- 
ticularly on Sir William Rich, Baronet, who was 
found in the Fleet Prifon loaded with Irons, by 
Order of the Warden. For thefe and the like 
Barbarities, Thomas Bambridge, the Warden, and 
feveral of his Accomplices, were committed to 
Newgate.' In May 1729, his Majefty declared 
his Intentions of vifiting his German Dominions, 
and leaving the Queen as Regent* His Defign in 
going to Germany was to compromife fome Dif- 
ferences 
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firences that had lately arifen between the Rc^ 
gency of Hanover, and the King of Pruffia; and 
about this Time the Duke of Mecklenburgh was 
depofed by the Emperor, for his Cruelty, Ty- 
ranny, and Oppreffion. By the Fall of ^mperor? 
and Kings it is Ihat we learn the Omnipotence 
of the Almighty, whofe Arm ftreng^hens and fup- 
ports the Crown of the Righteous, and take^ 
away the Kingdom from unjuft Princes. About 
this Time great Licentioufnefs prevailed aniong all 
Ranks of People, particularly among thofe of the 
lower Clafs, who indulged themselves in every kin4 
of Wickednefs ; and among other Methods of in- 
juring their Fellow Subjects, circulated incendiary 
Letters, demanding Sums of Money of certain 
Individuals, on pain of reducing their Houfes to 
Aflies ; this Species of Villainy had never been 
known before in England. In the Qourfe of the 
Summer, feven Indian Chiefs were brought over 
to England, In 1731 a Duel was fought in the 
Green Park, between Mr. William Pukeney and 
Lord He*vey, on account of a remarl^able politi-: 
cal Pamphlet, Lord Hervey was wounded, and 
narrowly eftaped with his Life, Tn^ Latin 
Tongue was abolifhed in all Law Proceedings, 
which were ordered for the future p be in Eng- 
liih. Richard Norton, Efq; of South\yick, in 
Hamplhire, left his real Eftate of 6ooq1. per 
Annum, and aperfonal Eflate of6o,oool. to be 
dKpofed of in charitable Ufes by the Parliament, 
One Smith, a Bookbinder, and his Wife, being 
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reduced to extreme Poverty, hanged themfclvet 
at the fame Time, and by common Confent, after 
laaving made away with their only Child. 

On the 27th of April, 1736, his Royal High- 
nefs Frederick, Prince of Wales, efpoufed Au- 
^ufla. Sifter to the Duke of Saxe Gotha. In the 
Courfe of this Year, a remarkable Riot happened 
at Edinburgh, occaiioned by the Execution of 
one Wilfon , a Smuggler. Porteus, Captain of the 
City Guard, a Man of a brutal Difpofition, and 
sdbandoned Morals, being provoked by the lofults 
of the Mob, commanded his Soldiers tQ.$^ upoa 
the Crowd, by which precipitate Orde^Nij^preral 
ianocent Perfons were killed; Porteus wks'^ed 
and condemned to die^ but obtained a Reprieve 
from the Queen, who was then Regent. The 
Mob, however, were determined to execute the 
Sentence; they accordingly rofe in a tumultuous 
Manner, forced open the Prifon Doors, dragged 
forth Porteus, and; hanged him on a Dyer's Pole ; 
after which they quietly difperfed. On the 24th 
of May, 1738, the Princefs of Wales was delivered 
of a Prince, who was chriftened by the Name of 
George, now our moft gracious Sovereign. One 
Buchanan, a Sailor, who had been condemned for 
Murder, was cut down from the Gallows by his 
Companions, who aftually brought him to Life, 
and carried him off in Triumph. 

- War was declared in Form againft Spain, $t 
London and Weftminfter, 061.23, 1739. The 
fame Year Admiral Vernon deJftroyed Porto- Belio^ 
l^nd the March following dempUihed Fort Chagre, 
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In 1 740 thcrie was a fevere and lafting Froft, which 
extended all over Europe, and occafioned a Fair 
to be kept on the River Thames, In 1741 Ad- 
miral Vernon, with a ftrong Fleet, joined with 
General Wentworth, who had a coniiderable 
Number of Forces under his Command, made 
an unfuccefsful Attempt upon Carthagena; the 
greater Part of the Land Forces bein^ either killed 
or cut off by an epidemical Diftemper. In 1 742 
Captain Middleton made a fruitlefs Attempt to 
difcover the North- Weft Paffage into the South- 
Seas. The Year following the Battle of Dettingen 
^as fought. There was alfo this Year a bloody 
Engagement before Toulon, between the Engliih 
Fleet and that of the French and Spaniards ; when 
that brave Commander Capt. Cornwall was 
killed in the Marlborough, after a mbft refolute 
and furpriling Reiiftance. Commodore Anion re- 
turned to England, having made a Voyage round 
the Globe ; and War was mutually declared be- 
tween England and France. 

In 1745 the Battle of Fontenoy was fought, in 
which the French had the Advantage, which was 
followed by the taking of Tourney, A Rebellion 
broke out in Scotland, the Rebels defeated Sir 
John Cope at Prefton Pans, came forward into 
England, took Carlifle, and marched to Derby; 
from whence they were obliged to make a precis 
pitate Retreat, being clofely purfued by the Duke 
of Cumberland, who retook Carlifle. When the 
Rebels were returned into Scotland, they defeated 
the King's Forces under Genera} HaWley, neap 
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Falldrk, and laid Siege to Stirling, but raifed it 
on the Duke's Approach. This Year Cape-Breton 
was taken by Admiral Warren. In 1746 the 
memorable Battle of CuUoden in Scotland was 
fought, wherein the Rebels were totally deftroyed : 
The Earls of Balmerino and Kilmarnock, with 
Mr, RatclifF, Brother to the late Earl of Dcr- 
wentwater, were taken Prifoners and beheaded 
on Tower-Hill ; as was Lord Lovat in the Year 
following. Now alfo the French took all Dutch 
Flanders, and there was a Battle between them 
and Part of the Allied Army, after which the 
latter retreated under the Cannon of Maeftricht. 
Admiral Anfon and Warren, after a hot En- 
gagement, took feveral French Men of War 
in the Mediterranean, among which was the 
Ship in which their Admiral failed. In 1748 a 
Congrefs was held at Aix-la-Chapelle for a gene- 
ral Pacification, and the Articles of Peace there- 
in agreed to, were figned in April, by the feveral 
and refpeflive Minifters of the contending Powers. 
On Occalion of this Peace a magnificent Fire- 
work was played off in the Green-Park. A 
Bill was now pafled for the Encouragement of 
the Britifti Herring-Fifhery ; and a Proclamation 
iiTued for inciting difbanded Soldiers and Sailors 
to fettle in Nova Scotia. Mr. Pelham now low- 
ered the Intereft of Money in the Funds, firft to 
three and a half per Cent, afterwards to three. 
The Importation of Iron from A mcriea was al- 
lowed; and the African Trade laid open. , Tha 
Marriage-A^, and another for the Naturalizati6n 
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of the Jews, pa/Ted into Laws : But the laftwas 
repealed in the enfuing SefCon of Parliament. 
The Game Aft alfo took Place. 

In the Year 1752, the French ipirited up the 
Indians againft our Colonics of Nova Scotia, 
and built a Chain of Forts on the Back of our 
American Settlements. This occafions a new 
War, carried on with great Cruelty in thofe Parts. 
Monckton drove the French flrom their Incroach- 
pnents in Nova Scotia; and General Johnfon 
gave them a Defeat ; but Braddock, through his 
own Raflinefs, was defeated and (lain. The 
Engliih took many Ships from the Enemy, with- 
out declaring War. 

In 1756 the Heflians were brought over, and 
Hanoverians, to the Number of Ten Thoufand. 
Prefently after, "Minorca was taken by the French; 
and Admiral Byng was Ihot at Portfinouth for 
not having relieved it. On the 17th of May 
War was declared in Form, and the King enter- 
ed into a Treaty with the Emprefs of Ruilia for 
the Security of Hanover; and afterwards into an 
Alliance with Pruffia. This was followed by an 
unnatural Treaty between France and the Queen 
of Hungary, to which the Emprefs of Raffia 
acceded. And a War was kindled by the In- 
trigues of France between Pruffia and Sweden ; 
while the Eledor of Saxony favoured the Auf- 
trians. The King of Pruffia therefore entered 
Saxony, and obliged the Saxon TVoops at Pima 
. to furrender Prifoners of War. He invades Bo- 
liemia^ defeats the Auftrian General, and gains 
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•nother VUtoy near Prague. But att^king the 
Aofbians at a Difad^anta^e near Xolin, he is 
ddetted^ and obliged to raiie the Siege of Prague. 

The French now pa^ed the Wefer, and drove 
the Hanoverians before them. They made a 
Stand h6wever at Haftenbeck under the Duke of 
Cumberland, where they were attacked, and 
forced to retreat towards Stade, and lay down 
rtcir Arms in C(m^uenc6 of the Treaty of 
Clofle^fevem. 

At this Time an Expedition was undertaken 
by the Englifh againil Rochford. But while the 
Fleet and Army took Pofleflion of the Ifle of 
Ahc, tiie Enemy's Forces had Time to aflemble 
upon the Continent, and the Expedition proved 
abortive. 

In the Eaft-Indies we were more fuccefsful; 
where, by Mr. Clive's Vigilance and Courage, 
the Province of Arcot was cleared of the Enemy, 
the French General taken Prifoner, and the fa- 
vourite Nabob, whom we fupported, was rein- 
ibtted in his Government. But fome Months 
after, the Viceroy of Bengal declared againfl 
tbe Englifh, and took Calcutta by Adault. 
Here one hundred and forty-fix Perfons were 
crowded into a narrow Prifon, called the Black- 
Hok, where they were fuffocated for want of 
Air; only twenty-three furviving; feveral of 
whom died by putrid Fevers, after they were 
fe free, 
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The Dutch tit Batavia now dispatched leyet 
armed Ships to Bengal, having eleven hundred 
Lands Forces, with Orders ftrongly to fortify 
'their Settlement at Chincura, ; and fecnre the 
Salt-Petre Trade to themfelves. But the Ships 
were all taken by three Engliih Eaft-India Ships, 
which were in the River, and their Troops were 
totally defeated at Land by Colonel Ford. 

Colonel Coote alfo took the City of Wandc- 
ivalh, reduced the Fortrefs of Carangoly, and 
defeated Lally. This was followed by the Sur- 
render of the City of Arcot. Pondicherry now 
fuftained a Siege in Turn, and the French there- 
in were reduced to feed on Dogs and Cats« 
■Eight Crowns were g^ven for the Fleih of a 
Dog. At lengt^ the Engliih took PoiTeflion of 
the Place. And this Conqueft terminated the 
Power of France in India. ' 

Mr. Pitt was at the Head of the Engliih Mi- 
niRry, ' when Louifbourgh at Cape Breton was 
befieged by General Amherft, and furrendercd 
by Capitulation. The French loft a fine Navy 
in the Harbour. Fort Du Quefne alfo was ta- 
ken. But the Operations againft Crown Point 
and Ticonderoga mifcarried. 

The Year 1759 was remarkable for the Con- 
queft of Canada. The French deferted Crown 
Point and Ticonderoga, which were poflefled by 
General Amherft. Sir William Johnfon defeated 
them, and became Mafter of the Fort of Niaga- 
ra% And the Admirals Saunders, Holmes and 
Dureli failed for Quebec, attended by a Land 

Army 
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Army under General Wolfe. In the Battle 
which cnfued, both Wolfe and Moncalm, the 
chief Goitamanders on each Side, were flain, and 
Quebec forrendered. 

In 1760 the French Forces endeavodred to 
recover Quebec, but the Place was relieved by 
an Englilh Fleet under Lord Colville. Montreal 
fubmitted to General Amherft, atid that exten- 
five Country fell totally under the Power of 
Great Britain ; a larger Territory than ever was 
fubje^t to the Roman Empire. The prodigious 
March of Amherlt, on this Occalion, can be 
compared only to that of Jenghiz Can, or 
Tanwrlane, who over-ran-afi Afia with their 
Tartars. 

In Europe the Operations of War were af- 
toniihing, and the great Efforts of the King of 
Pruffia fecurcd his Safety beyond all human 
Expe&ation. AlmoU the whole Power of the 
Continent was united againit him. The King 
of Great Britain, his only Ally, feemed inclined 
to foriake him. In this terrible Situation he 
relied on his natural Subje^s, and ftill adhered 
to his Fortitude. Yet he expoftulated warmly, 
and his Expodulations at laft fucceeded. 

The French Forces and thofe of the Impe- 
rialiUs had nvade a fuccefsful Campaign in the 
Summer; yet feemed determined that the Ri- 
gour of the Winter Ihould not interrupt their 
Proceedings. In the Depth of it, they laid 
Siege to Leipfic, and were confident of carrying 
that important City. This greatly alarmed his 
F ^ o„t,zed.vGo\Pruflian 



'^ Ptuffian Majefty. He contrived hit Me^ttrei 
io artfally. as to appear before the Place, when 
he was leaft ex|>eaed. Vanquiihed as he was, 
the Terror of his Arms raifed the Sige. The 
French Army, though greatly fuperior in Num- 
bers, rofe and retreated with Precipitation. 

His Pruflian Majeily, not (atisfied with having 
raifed the Siege of Leipfic, followed the French 
Army^ whofe Fears, he imagined, would befriend 
him. He came up with them near a little Vil- 
lage, called Rofbach. An A^on came on, and 
he obtained one of the moll iignal Vi^ories re- 
corded in Hiftory. Had not the Night faved 
them, their whole Army had been devoted to 
Deftrudion* 

In another Part of the Empire the Auftrians 
were again vidorioas, and took the Prince of 
Bevem, the King of Pruffia's Generalifimo, 
Prilpner. The King himfelf, in the Depth of 
Winter, made a March of two hundred Nfiles» 
and engaged the Enemy in the Neighbourhood 
of Breflau, the Capital of Silefia« He was 
much inferior in Strength, but his Forces were 
dii^fed with fuch admirable Judgment, thac he 
gained a compleat Victory, in which hie took 
fifteen thoufand Prifoners. Breflau itfelf, after 
the Battle, furrendered to the Conqueror, though 
it had a Garrifon of ten thoufand Men. Theie 
Succefles difheartened his Enemies, and raifed 
the Spirit of his Friends. 

The magnanimous King of Pruflla now be- 
gins to fighi with his. Enemies upon more equal 
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Terms. He attacks them every where, is at- 
tended for the moft Part with remarkable Succefs, 
and rarely meets with any confiderable Difadvan- 
tagc. He carries on the Campaign throughout 
the Winter, efcapes many Dangers, is exhaufted 
by no Fatigues, nor terriried by any Numbers. 

England is fo happily iituated, that ihe has 
little Need to concern herfelf with the Dif- 
turbances of the Continent. Yet the People in 
general at this Time feemed in a Difpofition 
to encQ^uragc and affift the German Subjeds of 
their King. 

At the Meeting of the Parliament, the Rea- 
fonablenefs of engaging in the.War upon the 
Continent was taken into Confideration, and 
admitted. Liberal Supplies were granted, to en- 
able the Army, now colieded in the King's Ha- 
noverian Dominions, to aft with Vigour, in 
ConjunAion with the King of Pruflia. Supplies 
were alfo granted to his Pruffian Majefty. 

A Spirit of Enterprize now feems to animate 
all Ranks of People. A Body of Britifh Forces 
is fent into Germany, under the Command of 
the Duke of Marlborough, to affift Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunfwick and the Hanoverians ; and 
who afterwards behave with great Bravery. 

The Englifh Fleet in the mean Time invades 
France, and burns the French Shipping at St. 
Malo's. It then moves towards Cherburgh, but 
is obliged by the Weather to return Home. 

On the I ft of Auguft, 1758, the Fleetunder 

Commodpi^ Howe, wit;h the Tranfports, again 
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ftt Siul for Cherburgh. They land with little 
Oppofition from the.French,' and enter the Town*. 
Immenfe Sums had been there laid out upon the 
Fortifications, and the Harbour was one of the 
ftrdngeft in Europe. The Work of all this La- 
bour and Expence was now totally deftroyed l^ 
the Engliih, who found more DiJficulty in de- ' 
moliihmg than in conquering the Place. All 
the Ships in the Harbour were burnt, and a 
Contribution raiied upon the Town. 

On the 1 6th of Auguft the Britifh Fleet and 
Army having remained in France unmoleftcd for 
ten Days, fet fail from Cherburgh, and carry off 
all the Brafs Cannon and Mortars taken there. 

The Englifti Troops land again in the Bay of 
St. Lunar, in the Neighbourhood of S;. Malo^ 
but find it impradicable to make any Impref- 
fion upon the Place. While the Troops were 
afhore, the Commodore found himfelf obliged, 
from the Danger of the Coaft, to move up to 
the Bay of St. Cas, about three Leagues to the 
Weftward j while the Army marched over Land 
for the fame Place, where they all embarked, 
except the laft Divifion, confiding of the Gre- 
nadiers of the Army, and the firft Regiment of 
Guards. Thefe were attacked by the Duke d' 
Aguillon, Governor of Brittany, at the Head of 
twelve Battalions, and ^ Squadroiis of Regu- 
lars, befides two Regiments of Militia, againft 
whom, though they made a moft gallant Refift- 
ancc, about fix hundred of them were killed, and 
four hundred taken Prifoners, not being able to 
rea<?h the Boats. d, zed by Google The 
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The Engliih had already made themfelves 
JVfaflers of Senegal and Gorec, in Africa ; Pla- 
ces thought inacceffible to the Britiih Arms, and 
before entirely in the PoiTeffion of the French. 
And though they had now loft Minorca, yet they 
remaine4 vi£iorions in the Mediterranean, and 
continued to ruin the French Marine. 

Towards the End of this Year, a Squadron 
of nine Ships of the Line, with fixty Traniports, 
containing &x Regiments of Foot, was fitting 
otit for the Conqueft of Martinico. B ut the Con- 
qaeft of that liland was judged, after a flight 
Attempt,-to be imprafticablc. But they atchieved 
the more important Rcduftion of Guadaloupe. 

On the 28th of July the Hereditary Prince was 
detached with fix thoufand Men to cut off the 
Enemy's Communication with Paderborn. And 
on the 29th Prince Ferdinand advanced from his 
Camp on the Wefcr, leaving a Body of Troops 
under Wangcnheim, on the Borders of that River. 

The next Day was fought the Battle of Min- 
dcn, as glorious to the Englilh, as thofe of 
Crcffy and Agincourt had been to their Ancef- 
tors. The Centre of the French was intirely 
compofed of Horfe, who attacked fix Englifh 
Regiments, fupported by two Battalions of Ha- 
noverian Guards. Thefe fuftained the whole 
Shock of the Battle, and to the Amazement of 
the German General himfelf, obtained a com- 

Sleat Viaory. The French loft feven thoufand 
len, and the Englilh twelve hundred. 

The 
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The French are greatly difappointed in their 
Views by Sea this Year. Tharot, a Marine 
Freebooter, with three Ships and a coniidcrablc 
Body of Land-Forces, landed in Ireland, and 
alarmed the People of Carrickfergus. Putting 
to Sea again, he was met by three Britilh Fri- 
gates, of a Force inferior to his own, and after 

* a fevere Encoanter he was killed, and his Ships 
led in Triumph by the Englilh Commanders to 
the Ille of Man. 

A grand Fleet is intended to invade England 
under Marftial Conflans, and the Duke D'Aguil- 
Jon ; but the Fleet is ruined by Admiral Hawke 
on the 20th of November. 

In the Year 1 760, Lord George Sackville was 
tried by a Court Martial for his Conduft in the 
Battle of Minden, and declared incapable of 

• fcrving his Majefty for the future in any Military 
Capacity whatever. On the 5th of May, Lau- 
rence Shirley, Earl Ferrers, was hanged at Tyburn 
for the Murder of Mr. Johnfon, his Steward. On 
the 25th of Odober, between feven and cighc 
o'clock in the Morning, died King George II. 
in the 77th Year of his Age, and 34th of his 
Reign. He had rifen at his ufual Hour, called 
his Page, drank his Chocolate, and enquired 
about the Wind, as if anxious for the Arrival of 
foreign Mails ; foon after which he fell fpeechlefs 
on the Ground, and being laid on his Bed, expired 
in a few Minutes. 

George 
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GB^met HI- Grandfbn of George IT. and 
eldeft Son of the late Frederic Prince of Wales, 
fucceeded tc the Throne, and was proclaimed 
King on the Day after the Death of his Grand- 
father. He was married on the 8th of Septem* 
ber, 1 76 1, to his Queen Charlotte, Princefs of 
Mecklenburg^ Strelitz, and they were folemnly 
crowned together on the 2 2d of the fame Month. 

The War was thus carried on betwixt France 
and England, in German v, when AugA)urgh 
was pitched upon by botn Parties as a pro* 
per Place to > ne|;ociate a Peace in; and with 
Reiped to the Diiputes in America, Mr. Bufiey 
was named by the Fsench Court to repair to 
London, as Mr. Stanley was by the £ngli& to 
treat at Paris. 

The former of thefe offers a Memorial to the 
Britifli Miniiler, impordng that the King of 
Spain apprehended a new War, imlefs the 
Britifh Court would make Satisfaction to Spain 
for Ships taken under Spanifh Colours; per« 
mit the Claim of Spain to a Share in the New- 
foundland Fiftioy ; and deftroy the Englifh For- 
tiiications in the B^y of Honduras. This puts 
an End to the Negociation. 

The French and Spanifh Courts enter into a 
Family Compact, in which the Two Sicilies are 
inclnckd ; the moft extraordinary Treaty, which 
this Age can produce ; it being a Confolidation 
of the Rights and Interefts of the two Crowns 
and their Subjedls in all Refpefts, but thofe re- 
lating to the Spaniih American Commerce. 

Mr. 
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Mr, Pitt, the Britiih Mihifter, gains Intdli- 
gence of the Family Compad, and makes 
Itrong Rcraonftrances at the CouncU-Board for an 
immediate Declaration of War againil Spaiq, 
which are not reliihed. On this Mr. Pitt re- 
iigns. 

The Flota arrives in the Bay of G«ii^ ajrd 
the Spaniards refolve upon a War with EnglanchV^^ 

January 2, 1762, his Britannic Majefty's^*^ 
Proclamation of War againil Spain is publifhed 
in London. And the King of Spain proclaims 
War againil England on the 16th of the fame 
Month. 

The French and Spaniards iniift upon the 
King of Portugal's taking Part in the War 
againil England. He declines the Invitation, 
and vindicates his Alliance with England. 

The Spaniih Army marches toward the Fron- 
tiers of Portugal, and all Commerce between 
the two Kingdoms is prohibited. And War 
is declared by the King of Spain againil that 
Kingdom on the 1 5th of June. 

Many Engliih Officers repair to the Afliilancc 
of the King of Portugal, and are followed by 
large Supplies of Troops, Artillery, Arms, Pro- 
yifions and Money. 

A fmall Army of Engliih and Portuguefc 
take the Field. Count La Lippe is fent over to 
command them. Brigadier Burgoyne furptifes 
Valenca d' Alcantara in Spain, and deilroys one 
of their beil Regiments there. A Serjeant and 
fix Men only, engaged a Spaniih Subaltern with 

25 Dra^ 
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2J Dragoons, unbroken, kill fix of the Men, 
and bring in the reft Prifoners, with every Horfe 
of the Party. Soon after Brigadier Butgoyne 
and Colonel Lee furprife the Spanifh Camp at 
Villa Vehla : And the Spaniards are obliged to 
leave Portugal and take Winter Quarters in their 
own Country. 

On the 12th of Auguft, his Royal Highnefs 
George- A uguftus-Frederick, Prince of Wales, 
was bom. 

The Englifh take Martinico ahd Grenada from 
the French, and the City of the Havannah, in 
the Ifland of Cuba, from the Spaniards. This 
induces both Powers to think of Peace, for which 
a Negociation was ifet on foot : And the Negociators 
on ah Sides having adjufted the Points in Difpute 
between Great-Britain and Portugal on the one 
Side, and France and Spain on the other, a defi- 
nitive Treaty was figned at Paris on the loth of 
February, 1763 ; by which Peace was once more 
reftorcd to Europe. 

By this glorious War, England acquired the 
large and extenfive Province of Canada, Eaft and 
Weft Florida, in America, together with feveral 
large and valuable Iflands in the Weft Indies ^ 
amongft which is the Ifland of Grenada, one c£ 
the moft extenfive and important Colonies be- 
longing to the Empire. This Ifland, which pro- 
duces Pine Apples, Oranges, Citrons, and all 
the moft delicious Tropical Fruits, is beautifully 
interfpcrfcd with an infinite Variety of Rivers, 
which, with the Warmth and SalakMity of the 

Cii- 
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inate, ind very extraordinary Ferdlity <^ the 
Soil, which produces Sugar, Rum> Co^<se9 Cot- 
ton, Indigo, and Chocolate, in the greaceft 
Abundance, renders it the moft pleafing Situatioa 
between the Tropics, an^ is the Refidence of a 
Nuniber of rich Planters and Merchants, wiio 
have acquired large Fortunes therein, and live i^ 
the greateft Splendor and HoQ>itality. Here the 
Induilriotts may find his Labour amply rewarded ; 
thofe that are rich may encreafe their Store ; and 
the Merchant, whofe Dieiires are unbounded, may- 
extend his TrafEc to the three Quarters of ih^ 
World, from which Ships .are continually flodc- 
ing into its Ports with the moil valuable Merchan- 
dizes of Aiia, Africa, Europe, and America^ "^t 
is not improperly called the Princefs of the Iflos 
in the Weftern World. 

From the Year 1763 to 1774, England felt 
all the Bleffings of Peace ; Agriculture and Com- 
merce was improved and extended; the Polite 
Arts, fuch as Painting and Sculpture, were pa- 
tronized by his Majclty, and a Royal Academy 
inftituted for the Piirpofe in the Year 176&. We 
might call this the Auguftine Age ; and Great 
Britain promiied to its Pofterity univerfal Em- 
pire ; had not an unfortunate Rebellion broke 
out in the Colonies of North America in the Year 
1775 ; in which an,obfUnate Battle was fought 
at Eunker's-Hiil, near Bofton, between General 
Gage, of the Royal Army, and Gexleral Putnani 
of the Provincials; in which, after a great 
Slaughter on both Sides, the Americans were dri- 
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ven from their Entrenchments by the Briti/h 
Infantry. In the Year 1776, a very cpn/idcrable 
Fleet, with an Army of near fixty thoufand Men, 
was ient thither under the Command of General 
Howe and his Brother Lord Howe, to whom the 
Sword and Olive Branch were given, either to 
pulh the War with all its Terrors and Calamities, 
or heal the unhappy Difputes between the Mother 
Country and its Colonies. The latter, however, 
did not appear to be in a Diipofition for Treaty, 
Thirteen Provinces declared themfelves Indepen- 
dent States, and the Operations of War were con- 
tinued on both Sides with the utmoft Vigour* 
New- York and Rhode-Ifland were taken Pofleifion 
of by the King's Forces, and the Rebel VeiTcls of 
War were deflroycd on Lake Champlain. 

On the nth of September, 1777, General 
Howe defeated the Rebel General Walhington at 
Brandywine, and on the 25th took PofTeiQion of 
Philadelphia. General Burgoyne, with an Army 
of 1 0,000 Men, attempted to force his Way by the 
Lakes to Albany. He began with aftonifhing 
Eclat. Ticonderoga was evacuated, and^hc met 
with little Interruption till he got into the Neigh- 
bourhood of Saratoga, where, after feveral Aftions, 
and great Lofs, he was obliged to capitulate, by 
which all his Artillery and Stores fell into the 
Hands of the Rebels. 
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THE 

HISTORY 

OF THE 

Prefent State of ENGLAND; 



Its Situation* 

SOUTH-BRITAIN, that is, properhr 
fpeaking, England and Wales, is fituatc 
in the Atlantic Ocean, between two Degrees 
Eail, and fix Degrees odd Minutes WeftcrnLon* 
gitude, and between 49 Degrees 55 Minutes, and 
55 Degrees 55 Minutes North Latitude; and 
being of a Triangular Figure, is bounded by Scot- 
' land on the North ; the German Sea, which fe- 
parates it from Germany and the Netherlands,' 
on the Eaft; by the Englifh Channel, which 
divides it from France, on the South ; and by 
St. George's Channel, which feparates it from 
Ireland, on the Weft. It is 363 Geographical 
Miles in Length, from North to South ; and 300 
in Breadth, from Eaft to Weft, in the South, but 
fcarce 100 broad in the North. 

Its Air,'\ Is much warmer here than in the 
Netherlands and Germany, tho' under the fame 
Parallel ; and unlefs in the Fens and marihy 
Grounds, it is for the mofl Part very healthy. 

There 
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There arc very few Mountains; the higheft 
Hills, however, are in Wales, and in the Weft 
and North of England. The reft of the Country 
coniifts of moderate Hills and Valleys, Wood- 
Lands, Pafture arid Meadow Grounds ; extenfive 
Com Fields, and Plains, which feed numberlefs 
Flocks of Sheep, • Horfes, and other Cattle. 
Though the largeft Oxen, Horfes, and Sheep are 
to be met with in Lincolnfhire and Leicefterlhire ; 
yet the fineft Breed of Horfes for Running and 
Hunting are produced in Yorkfhirc. And be- 
fides there are a great Number of Royal Forefts, 
Chaces, and Parks, which afford Plenty of Deer 
and other Game. 

/// Soi/.] Is either Clay, Gravel, or Sand ; 
the Clays produce excellent Wheat and Beans ; 
the Gravel and Sand Rye, Barley, Peas, and 
Oats ; and of late Years the light Lands hav^ 
been improved, and rendered as valuable as the 
Clays, by fowing them with Turnips, Clover, 
Cinque-Foin, Sec, but more particularly in wet 
Years; a wet Seafon, however, by no means 
agrees with the Clay. In fuch Years, for the 
moft Part, there is a great Scarcity of Wheat ; 
but then, to compenfate for that Deficiency, there 
is Plenty of Pafture and other Grain. 

Ifs Trees '] The Timber that grows in Eng- 
land is Oak, Afh, Elm, Beach and Horn Beam. 
The Walnut-Tree is peculiarly ufed in Cabinets, 
and other Curioiities of the like Nature. But 
be fides thefe, there are a great Number of other 
Trees, which, tho' they do not fall, indeed, under 
' G ^ ^ , the 
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fhe Denomination of Timber, ftfrve for Shade, 
Ornament, and inferior Ufes. 

In Kent, there are extenfive Orchards, the 
Trees whereof produce Abundance of Cherries. 
In Devonlhire and Hercfordfliire likewife arc vaft 
Quantities of Apple-Trees, the Produce whereof 
makes far better Cyder than any other County 
whatever can boaft of. 

Its Plantations J\ In Kent, as well as EfTex, 
are large Plantations of Hops; and in divers 
other Counties, of Flax and Hemp. 

In Eflex and Cambridge (hire are large Planta- 
tions of Saffron \ and in Bedfordihire there are 
large Fields of Woad, or Wad, for the Ufe of 
Dyers. 

/// Rivers.] Its principal Rivers ai^, i. The 
Thames. 2. The Medway. 3. The Trent. 
And, 4. The Severn. 

The Thames, on which the two Cities of 
London and Oxford ftand, runs generally from 
Weft to Eaft, This RivCr is navigable for Ships 
as high as London, which is one of the largeft 
Ports in the World. 

The Medway unites with the Thames near its 
Mouth, and receives the largeft Men of War as 
high as Chatham ; where are the fineft Docks, 
Yards, and Magazines of Naval Stores, in 
Europe. 

The Trent runs from the Scfuth-Weft to the 
North-Eaft ^crofs England, and divides it into 
North and South. When united with other 

Streams 
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Streams near its Mouth, it is called the Humber, 
which difcharges itfelf into the German Ocean. 

The Severn rifes from North Wales, and run- 
ning for the moft Part South, falls into the Irilh 
Sea. On this River Hand the two Cities of 
Worcefter and Gloucefter. 

Its Contents,'] Jn England and Wales there 
are 52 Counties, 2 Archbifhoprics, 24 Bilhoprics, 
2, Univeriities, 29 Cities, upwards of 800 Towns, 
and near 10,000 Parilhes ; in which are about 
7,000,000 of People. 

There are fcarce any Manufaftures in Europe, 
which are not brought to great 'Perfedion in 
England. 

Its Conftitution.'] England is a limited Mo- 
narchy ; the Power of making and altering Laws, 
and raifing Taxes, being lodged in the King, 
Lords, and Commons. 

/// Adminift ration of luftice, ] This is the B ufi* 
nefs of the Courts in Weftminfter-Hall, viz. the 
Court of Chancery, the Courts of King's Bench, 
Common Pleas, and Exchequer; the Courts of 
the refpeftive Corporations, the Sheriffs, and 
other inferior Courts ; the laft Refort, in all Civil 
Cafes, being to the Houfe of Peers. 

Its Ecclefiafiical Government.'] Is in* the Arch- 
bifhops and Bifhops, who adminifler Juftice in 
their refpedive Courts by their Chancellors, Offi- 
cials, Archdeacons, and other Officers. 

Of the Convocation.] Whenever a Parliament 

U called, the King always convokes a national 
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Synod of the Clergy, to confider of the State Of 
the Church. 

The Cler|;y of the Province of Canterbury, of 
the Generality, aflemble in St. Paul's Cathedral 
in London, and from thence adjourn to the 
Chapter-Houfe, or Weftminfter. 

In this Province there are two Houfes, the 
Upper and the Lower ; the former confifts of 
22 Bifhops, of whom the Archbifhop is Preii- 
dent ; the fatter confifts of all the Deans, Arch- 
deacons, the Prodors for every Chapter, and two 
Prodors for the Clergy of each Dioce^ ; in all 
l66. 

The Archbifhop of York may hold a Convo- 
xation of his Clergy at the fame Time ; but nei- 
ther the one nor the other has been fuffered to 
enter upon Bufinefs for many Years, tho' they arc 
always regulaily fummoned to meet with every 
Parliament, being looked upon as an eflential 
Part of the Conftitution. 

Of the Parliament . ] Every Parliament is fum- 
moned by the" King's Writs to meet fifty Days 
before they aflemble. A Writ is direded to every 
particular Lord, Spiritual and Temporal, com- 
manding him to appear at a cert^n Time and 
Place, to treat and advife of certain weighty Af- 
fairs relating both to Church and State. 

Writs alfo arc fent to the Sheriff of every 
County to fummon thofe who have a Right to 
vote for Reprefentatives, to eled two Knights for 
each County, two Citigeas for each City, and 
one or two BurgeiTes for each Borough. 
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Ereiy Candidate for a County ought to be 
poiTeiTed of an Eilace of 600I. per Annum ; and 
every Candidate for a City, or Corporation, of 
300I. per Annum. 

The Lord Chancellor, or Keeper for the Time 
being, is always Speaker in the Houfe of Peers ; 
but the Cominpus eled their Speaker, who muft 
be approved of by the King. 

No Roman Catholic can iit in either Houfe ; 
nor any Member vote, till he has taken the Oaths 
to the Government. 

The ancient State of England. 

Having thus given your young Readers a tran» 
iient Idea of the prefent State df South Britain ; 
we (hall now proceed tor give a fednd Account 
of the ancient State of England, which, in regard 
to its Conftitution, was originally a Monarchy, 
under the primitive Britons ; after that, a Pro- 
vince fubordinate to the Romans ; then an Hep- 
tarchial Government under the Saxons; then 
again a Kingdom in Subjection to the Danes ; 
next after them, under the Power and Dominion 
of the Normals ; but at prefent, (after all the 
before-mentioned Revolutions) a Monarchy again 
under the Engli(h; of aH-whi«h we fhall treat, 
as briefly as poffible, in their proper Order. 

The whole Ifland was anciently called Albion, 
which feemsto have been foftened from the Word 
Alpion; becaufe the Word Alp, in fome of tha 
original Weftem Languages, generally fignihes 
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very high Lands, or Hills, as this Ifle appears to 
thofe who approach it from the Continent. It 
was likewifc called Olbion, which, in the Greek 
Language, fignifies happy ; but of thofe Times 
there is no Certainty in Hiflory, more than that 
it had the Denomination, and was very little 
known by the reft of the World. 

As the Name of Britain, however, excepting 
that of Albion or Olbion, juft before mentioned, 
has been liable to as many Derivations as the 
Origin of the Britons ; we (hall content ourfelves 
(for Brevity's Sake) with the following Extrad 
from Cambden, who has given (in our humble 
Opinion at leaft) the beft and moft natural Deri* 
vation of the Term. 

♦* The ancient Britons (fays he) painted their 
** naked Bodies and fmall Shields with Woad of 
** an Azure-blue Colour, which by them was 
♦* called Brith ; on this Account the Inhabitants 
** received the common Appellation from the 
*' Strangers, who came into the Ifland to traffic 
** from the Coaft of Gaul, or Germany ; to 
** which the Greeks, by adding the Word Tania, 
** or Country, formed the Word Brith tania, or 
** the Country of the painted Men, and the Ro-r 
** mans afterwards called it Britannia.'* 

Here it may be obferved, that the Romans 
were extremely fond of giving their own Termi^ 
nations to many uncivilized Countries, and of 
forming eafy and pleafant Sounds out of the 
harfheft and moft ofFenfive, to fuch elegant 
Tongues and Ears as their own, g^qcjIp 

^ Their 
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Their Governmbnt« 

Their Government, like that of the ancient 
Oaulsy confifted of feveral fmafl Nations, under 
divers petty Princes, which feem the original 
Governments of the World, deduced from the 
natural Force and Right of paternal Dominimi ; 
fuch were the Hords among the Goths, the Clans 
in Scotland, and the Septs in Ireland : But whe« 
ther thefe fmall Britifti Principalities defcended 
by Succefiion, or were dedtcd according to Merit, 
is uncertain. 

Their Language and Cuftoms were, for the 
moft Part, the fame \yith. thole of the Gauls be* 
fore the Roman Conquefls in that Province ; but 
they were entirely governed in their Religion and 
• Laws by their Druids, Bards, and Eubates. 
Their Druids were held in fiich high Vene- 
ration by the People, that their Authority was 
almoft abfolttte. No public Affairs were tranf^ 
a^ed without their Approbation ; nor could any 
Malefador (tho' his Cnmes were ever fo heiaous) 
be put to Death without their Confent. 

Their Bardi, or Bards, were Priefts of an in* 
ferior Order to their Druids ; their principal Bu- 
iinefs being to celebrate the Praifes of their He- 
roes in Vcrfes and Songs, which were fet to Mu- 
fic, and fung to their Harps. 

Their Eubates were a third Sort of Priefb, 
who applied themfelves to the St^dy of Philo- 
fcphy. 

Each 
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Each Order of thefc Priefts led very fimpic and 
innocent Lives, and refided either in Woods, 
Caverns, or hollow Trees. Their Food confifted 
of Acorns, Berries, or other Mail; and their 
Drink was nothing but Water, By this abfte- 
jnious Courfe of Life, however,^ they procured 
an univerfal Eileem, not only for .their fuperior 
Knowledge, but their generous Contempt of all 
thofe Enjoyments of Life which all others fo 
highly valued, and fo induftrioufly purfued. 

The moft remarkable Tenets of their 
Drvids. 

1. Every Thing derives its Origin from Heaven • 

2. Great Care^is to be taken in (he Education 

of Children. 

3. Souls are immortal. 

4. The Souls of Men after Death go into other 

Bodies. 

5. If ever the World ihould happen to be de- 

ftroved, it will be either by Fire or Water. 

6. All Commerce with Strangers ihould be pro- 

hibited. 

7. He who comes laft to the Aflembly of the 

States ought to be punifhed with Death. 

8. Children Siould be brought up apart from 

their Parents, till they are fourteen Years 
of Age. 

9. There is another World ; and they who kill 

themfelves to accompany their Friends thi^ 
ther, will live with tixem there. 

IQ, All 
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lo. All Mafters of Families are Kings in their 
own Houfes ; and have a Power of Life and 
Death over their Wives, Children, and Slaves* 

Their Ancient States. 

The Britons, or Inhabitants of what is now 
called England and Wales, confifted of the fol- 
lowing ancient States, ^ and comprehended the 
feveral Counties hereunder particularly men- 
tioned, viz. 



States. 

Danmonii^ 

DurotrigeSy 

Belga^ 

Attrebatiii 

Regniy 

Cantiiy 
TrinohanteSf 



8. Iceniy 



Counties. 

Cornnvall and Devon. 

Dorfet. 
C Somer/ety Wilts ^ and the North 
\ Part of Hants. 

Berks. 
C Surry, SuJ/eXy and the South 
I Part of Hants. 

Kent. 

Middle/ex and Efex. 
C Suffolky Norfolk, Camhridgef 
I a ' - 



9- 

lO. 

II. 

12. 

13- 



and Huntingdon. 
Catieuchlaniy Bucks and Bedford.. 
~ ' Gloucefier and Oxford. 

J Hereford, Monmouth, Radnor, 

\ Brecon, and Glamorgan. 

C Carmarthen, Pembroke, and 

\ Cardigan. 



Dobuni, 
Silures, 



Diameta, 
OrdoviceSf 



K Flint, Denbigh, Merioneth, 
\ Montgomery, and Carnarvon*, 
14, Cof'*^ 
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f Ltncolpy Noiiingbamy Derhjy 
15, Coritam, < Leicejler^ Rutland, and 
^ NorthampUn. 

(17. OttadifUy Nwthumherland* 

TKcir general Charactbr. 

They were a great ancj glorious People, fond 
of Liberty and Property ; but peculiarly remark- 
able for their rigid Virtue, ami their Readinefs to 
die, with Pleafure, for the Good of their Countr}. 
They loiig lived in a perfect State of Peace and 
Tranquility, till the Year of the World 59CO, 
at which Time its Mqnarchy, by the boundlcis 
Envy and Ambition of Julius C«far, (when Rome 
was in the Meridian of all her Glory) was totally 
fubverted, and Britannia became a Province, fub- 
ordinate to the Romans. 

The Roman Government. 

Caefar, at his firft landing on the I/land, found 
it not under a Monarchy, but divided into divers 
Provinces, or petty Kingdoms, 

Soon after haying defeated Caffibelan, and 
taken feveral Britiih Provinces, he left the Ifland, 
and none of his Subje£U ref i^-ned for 90 Years 
and upwards* 

However, 
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However, In the Year of bur Lord 42, Clau- 
dius Caefar^ the 5 th Emperor of Rome, fent his 
General Pktitrs, with great' Forc#, into Britain, 
and following him foon after in Perfon, fubdued 
a great Part of the Ifland, by which Means he 
procured the Title of Britannicus. 

In the Year 50, London is fuppofed to be 
built by the Romans. 

In this Year, Oflorius, the Roman General^ 
defeated Caradlacus, the Chief of the Britiih 
Princes, and having taken him, Prifoner, carried 
him into Rome. 

The Chriftian Religion, about this Time, was 
firft planted in Britain. 

In the Year 61, the Britains, under the Con- 
duft of Boadicea, a Britifh Queen, deflroyed 
70,000 Romans. 

The next Year, Suetonius, the Roman Ge- 
neral, defeated the Britons, and killed 80,000 
of them upon the Spot; whereupon Boadicea 
poiibned herfelf. 

In the Year 63^ the Gofpel was firft preached 
in Britain by Jofeph of Arimathea, and eleven 
of St. Philip's Difciples. 

The Persecutions agamft the Christians 
confequent thereupon. 

I. Firft Perlecution was begun by Nero, (bon 
after he had burnt the City of Rome, which 
• was in the Year 6c. 

H a. ThQ 
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2. The fecond, by Flavius Domitian, in tke 

Year 83. 

3. The third, by tJlpius Trajan, in fchc Year 

III. 

4. In the Year 162, the fourth was raiftd by 

Marcus Aurelius Antonius, and his Aflbciate 
Lucius Verus. 

5. The fifth was begun by Septimus Scverus, in 

the Year 103. 

6. In 235, the ftxth was raifed by Mamimus. 

7. Trajanus began the feventh in the Year 253. 

8. In 25c, the eighth was raifed by Valerianus. . 

9. Valenanus Aurelianus began the ninth in the 

Year 27.2. And, 

10. Dioclefian and Maximianus carried on tlic 
tenth witli the utmoil Jkverity. 

Aft^ the Romans, however, had been in the 
Poflefiion of Britain for near 500 Years, they left 
it to its ancient Inhabitants again, Vho being in 
that Time funk in the loweft State of Degene- 
racy, were foon after invaded by the Scots and 
the Pifts ; and trembling at the approaching^ 
Storm, they were prevailed on by Vortigern, 
their chief Monarch, about the Year 447,- to fend 
a Deputation to the Saxons, who were the only 
Perfons (as he infinuated) capable of giving them 
that Aid and AlSftance, which the unhappy Situ- 
ation of their Affairs immediately required. This 
plaufible Pretence of that Prince fucceeded, and 
one and all concurred in his Opinion ; and by 
that P*efolution which they then took thereupon, 

they 
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tliey brought on the total Deftruftion of their 
Country. 

AmbafTa^ors from the Britons were accordingly 
ient to Witigifel, the then Saxon General, who 
immediately fummoned an Affembly to hear what 
-the Britons^ had to propofe. The latter (like 
Men in abfolute Defpair) offered to fubmit.to 
any Terms that their faid Aflembly Ihould think 
proper, provided they did but protect and (land 
by them fo far in their preffing NecelTities, as to 
enable them to diive their Enemies out of their 
Country. The Propofal was approved of, and 
the Negotiation accordingly concluded. 

"the Terms were, that the Saxons (hould fend 
oooo Men into Britain, who were to be put into 
PoiTeifibh of the Ifle of Thanet, and to be paid 
and maintained likewife at the Expence of the 
Britons. 

Hengift and Ilorfa, both Sons of the Saxon 
General Wittigifel, who were brave and refolute 
Men, fit for, and fond of fuch an Expedition, 
were appointed in the Year 450, to command 
the Saxon Troops intended for the Relief of 
> Britain. 

Thp* thefc two Heroes arrived at Ebbesfleet, 
in the Ifland of Thanet, with 1 500 Men only, 
inftead of 9000 ; yet they were received with the 
utmoll Reiped by Vortigern, who put them 
immediately, according to Promife, in full Pof- 
felHon qf that liland. 

As the Pids and Scots, at that Time, wer^ 

advancing thei. forces againll the Britons, Hengift 

' Ha o,«.vGoogleJ°^^f^ 
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joined Vorttgem, and infpiringthc.Britiih Troops 
with new Courage, a Battle was fought near 
Stamford, in Lincolnshire, wherein the Pi^ and 
Scots were fo abfolutely defeated, that they were 
obliged to abandon their Conquefl, and retire 
into their own Country. 

Hengift, ever attentive to enlarge his Domi- 
nions, had a beautiful Daughter, named Rowena, 
with whom Vortigern fell deeply in Love, and 
demanded her in Marriage of her Father, who 
refufed his Confent, unlefs the amorous Briton 
would put him in Poffeffion of the whole County 
of Kent. The Terms were readily accepted, 
and the Match concluded. In fhort, this love- 
fick Paffion, this feemingly trivial Circumftance, 
occaiioned the greatelt Revolution, that ever had 
been felt in Britain. 

The Saxon Heptarqht. 

We Ihall now t^ke a tranfient View of the 
' Saxon Heptarchy, confequent thereupon. 

I. The Kingdom of Kent. 

The firft was the Kingdom of Kent, /ounded 
by Hengift in 455, and contained only that 
County J being inhabited bv the Jutes. It con- 
tinued 368 Years, and ended in 823, having been 
foverned by ten of its own Kings, and fcven 
oubtfttl or foreign Princes ; of whom four were 
Pagans and three Chriftians. Its principal Places 

were 
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wft-e Canterbury, Dover, Rochefler, Sandwich, 
Deal, Folkeftone, and Reculver. 

JL The Kingdom of the South Saxons. 

The fecond was the Kingdom of the South 
Saxons, founded by Ella in 491, and contained 
the Counties of SuiTex and Surry, whofe prin> 
cipal City was Chicheiler. It continued about 
109 Years, and enied about the Year 600 ; hav- 
ing only five Monarchs, of whom two were Pa- 
gans, and three Chriftians : It was moftly under 
the Power of the Kings of Kent, and the WeH 
Saxons. 

III. The Kingdom of the Weft Saxons. 

The Third was the Kingdom of the Weft Sax- 
ons, founded by Cerdic in 519; and contained 
Cornwall, Devonftiire, Doi&tlhire, Wiltihire, 
Somerfetlhire and Hampfhire, with the Ifle of 
Wight, and Berkfhire, tho' the Remains of the 
Britons likewife inhabited Cornwall: The prin- 
cipal Places were Winchefter, Southampton, 
Portfmouth, Salilbnry^ Dorchefter, Sherborne, 
and Exeter : It continued tilj the Norman Con- 
qneft, being 547 Years, and ended in jo66, hav- 
ing been governed by 17 Monarchs during the 
Heptarchy, of whom five were Pagans, and 1 2 
Chriftians; The laft of whom was Egbert, who 
b izg became fole Monarch of England. 

^ H3 IV. The 
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IV. The Kingdom of the Eaft Saxons. 

The fourth was the Kingdom of thp Eaft 
Saxons, and contained Middlefex, EfTex, and 
Part of Hertfordftiire ; where the principal Places 
were London and Colchcftcr : It was founded in 
527, by Erkenwin, and continued zio Years, 
ending in 747 ; having been governed by 12 
Monarchs, of whom two were Pagans, .and the' 
refl Chriftians. 

V. The Kingdom of Northumberland. 

The fifth was the Kingdom of Northumber- 
land, founded by Ina in 547, and confined 
LancaBiire, Yoridhire, Durham, Cumberland, 
Weftmorcland, Northumberland, and Part of 
Scotland as far as Edinburgh Frith ; the prin- 
cipal Places being York, Durham, Carlifle, Hex- 
ham, and Lancafter : It continued 245 Years, 
and ended in 792 ; having been governed by 20 
Princes, of whom four were Pagans, and the 
xcft Chriftians, whofe Subjefts were Angles, and 
called the Northnitbrian Angles. 

VI. The Kingdom of the Eaft Angles. 

The fixth was thrKingdom of the Baft An- 
glesi which contained Norfolk, Suffolk, and 
pambadgefhire, with the Ifle of Ely ; where the 
principal Pliices were Norwich, Hietfbrd, Ely, 

and 
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and Cambridge. It was founded byUffitin 575, 
and continued 218 Years, ending in 79a, when 
it was united to the Kingdom of the Mercians. 

Vn. The Elingdom of the Mercians. 

The feventh and laft, w^s the Kingdofn of 
the Mercians, or the Middle Angles, founded by 
Cridda in 582; and contained Gloucefterfhirc, 
Hcrefordlhire, Worcefterfhire, W^wckihire, 
LeiceHerfhire, Rutlandihire, Northamptonfhire, 
Lincolnfliire, Huntlngdonfliire, Bedfordftiire, 
Bucldnghamihire, Part of Berkftire, Oxfordlhire, 
Staffordfliire, Shroplhire, Nottingharoihire, and 
Chefhire; the principal Places being Lincoln, 
Nottingham, Warwick, Lcicefter, Coventry, 
Litchfield, Northampton, Worccfter, Gloucefter, 
Derby, Chefter, Shrewfbury, Stafford, Oxford, 
and Briftol : It continued 292 Years, and ended 
in 874; having been governed by eighteen Mo- 
narchs, of whom four were Pagans, and the reft 
Chriitians. 

Egbert the Great, lirft King of England. 

In the Year 829, Egbert, the 17th King of the 
Weft Saxons, became fole Monarch of all the 
fcvcn I^ngdoms, and was crowned at Winchefter- 
in Hanipmire, by the unanimous Confent both 
d"the Clergy and Laity, Ring of Britain; and 
immediately afterwards, a Proclamation was pub- 
tthed, whereby it was ordered, |hat no future 
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SHHn^ons Ibould be kept up among the Saxon 
Kingdom* ; but that they ihould all pafs under 
the common Name of England. 

Tho* Egbert was a wife and fortunate Prince, 
and tho' the Englifh were a brave and numerous 
People, after the Expulfion of the Pifts and 
Scotfi ; yet no fooner was he well eftablilhed on 
the Throne, but this Ifland was expofed to new 
Invafions. 

In 832, the Danes, having made two Defcents 
before, landed a third Time with great Porce at 
the Ifle of Shippey in Kent ; and in fome few 
Months afterwards at Charmouth, in Dorfetf\^ire, 
with 18,000 Men. 

In 835, they landed again in Cornwall; but 
Egbert was then prepared for them, and gave, 
them a total Defeat. They renewed their De- 
predations, however, in 836, but were again 
repulfed. Sopn after which, this Prince having 
reigned King of the Weft Saxons ^6 Years, and 
fole Monarch of England upwards of eight, died 
as great as he lived, and was buried at Win- 
cheller, where he was crowned. He was the 
Father, in fhort, of the Englilh Monarchy, and 
therefore juftly entitled to the Name of Egbert 
the Great. 

Ethelwulf, the fecond King of England. 

Ethel wulf, the only Son of Egbert, fucceeded 
his Father in 836. Till he became a King, he 
had been only a Prieft; or, at moft, only Bifhop 

of 
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of Winchefter, He obtained, however, a DiP- 
penfation from Pope Gregory IV. and afiumed a 
fecular Life. 

In the firft Year of his. Reign, the Danes 
landed at Southampton in HampSiire ; but were 
routed with great Slaughter. In 837, however, 
they made a fecond Defcent upon Portland in 
JDorfetihir^, and fucceeded in their Attempt. 

In ^38 theyfliade- another Dcfccnt about Rom- 
ncy in Kent, with fuch Succefs, and great 
Slaughter, that they over-ran the Country. 

In fliort, they made frcfh Vifits for feveral 
Years afterwards fucceffivcly, for the Sake of 
Plunder only, without the leafl Intention of mak- 
ing a Settlement in the Kingdojqoi. 

Ethelwulf, however, in 852, aflembling a nii- 
merous Army, with the Afliftancc of his ^Brother 
Athelftan, met them at Ok^Iy in Surry; and 
there, after a defperate Engagement, proved fo 
vidorious, that the Slaqghter ef their Eneimies 
was almoft incredible. 

In 855, Ethelwulf went to Rome, in order to 
pay a Vifit to the Pope, in Perfon ; and, on re- 
ceiving his Benedidlion, he not only gratified the 
Vanity of the Papal See by his Devotion, but 
fatisHed likewife its moil avaricious Expedations^ 
by his Royal Bounty. 

In 857, after having reigned one and twenty 
Years, he divided his Kingdom between his two 
ddcft Sons, Ethclbald and Ethelbert, and foon 
after died, and was buried at Winchefter afore- 
iaid. 

in. EtheK 
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III. Ethelbald and Ethelbert, joint Kings <4 
England. 

Ethelbald, whofe Reign was but fliort, and na 
ways remarkable, died in 860, and was buried aq 
Sherborne in Dorfetlhire, 

Ethelbert, the fourth King of England. 

Though Ethelbert bore an excellent Chara<aer, 
yet he was no Favourite of Fortune ; for from his 
Coronation in 860, to his Death in 866, he had 
one continued Conflift with the Danes. He was 
interred at Sherborne before mentioned, near the 
Remains of his Brother. 

Ethebed, the fifth King of England. 

In 866, Ethclred, the third Son of Ethelwulf, 
fucceeded to the Crown; in whofe Reign the 
Danes committed great Ravages throughout the 
Kingdom. 

Notwithftanding, in 868, a great Famine and 
Plague happened in England ; yet thofe mercilefs 
and blood-thirfty Pagans, the Danes, in 869, ^ 
through their Averfion to Chriftianity, fet Fire 
to the religious Houfes in the City of York, mur* 
dered the Monks, ravifliei the Nuns, and niade 
a Sacrifice of Edmund, titular King of the Eaft 
Angles, by firft Ihooting his Body full of Arrows, 
and afterwards by cutting oiF his Head. H^ was' 

foon 
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R>oii after interred at St. Edmundfbary, in thtf 
County of Suffolk, from whom it has ever fincc 
been diftingoiihed by that Name, as the Manner 
of that Prince's Death entitled him to the Ho- 
nour of Martyrdom . 

Ethelred,. after having reigned fix Years, was 
buried at Winboum, in the County of Dorfet. 

Alfred the Great, fixth King of England. 

In the Year 872, Alfred the Great (the fourth 
Son of Ethelwulf ) fucceeded his Brother Edward, 
whofe moral Virtues endeared him fo far to his 
Subjefts, that they honoured him with the Ap- 
pellation of the Father of the Englifti Conllitution. 
He was crowned, at Winchefter aforefaid. 

In the Year 878, the Danes fettled themfelves 
in divers Parts of England, with whom Alfred • 
fought divers Battles with various Succefs ; but at 
length gave them a total Overthrow at Edding- 
ton in Somerfetftiire, and not only obliged their 
Leader Guthfun, the Chiefs of their Army, and 
the main Body of their People, to be baptized, 
but afterwards to retire out of the Kingdom. 

This illuftrious Prince, in 882, rebuilt the City 
of London, which hkd been burnt and deftroyed 
by the Danes in 839. 

As he was an excellent Scholar himfelf, he 
founded, or at leail greatly augmented, the 
Univerfity of Oxford. 

In 893, the Danes, with 300 Sail of Ships, 
under one Haftings, invaded England again, but 
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were defeated by Alfred's Army at Famliamy ifl 
Surry. 

In Sgjf a Plague happened, and raged dirougli- 
out the Land for three Years fucceflivelv. 

In the Year 900, Alfred died of a Con^'afiion 
of the Nerves, after he had lived 5 1 Years, and 
reigned 2^9. 

Edward the Elder, feventh King of England. 

Upon his Deceafe, Edward the Elder (fo called, 
to dillinguiih him from Edward the Martyr, and 
Edward the ConfefTor) fucceeded his Father, and 
was crowned at Kingfton upon Thames, in the 
County of Surry. 

This Prince was a brave Warrior, and tho* 
invaded by the Danes, in the Year 905, he- de- 
feated them in Kent. 

In the Year 911, he improved the Univcrfity 
of Cambridge, much after the fame Manner as 
Alfred his Father had augmented Oxford. 

In 92 1, he was in the Height of his Glory, 
all the Princes in Britain, of whatever Denomi- 
nation, whether Scotch, Danes, or Welfh, either 
fub(nitted to him Allegiance, or courting his 
Favour. 

He died ih the 24th Year of his Reign, at 
Farringdon in Berkfhire, and was buried at Win- 
chefter. 

Tho' he had three Wives, and feveral Chil- 
dren, yet EtheUtan, his Son, by one Egwinna, 

a SJicp- 
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Athelflan, eighth King of England. 

He was crowned in the 1 3th Year of his Age 
at Kjng ftnn «pon Thames, in the Year 024. 

In the Year 938, he defeated ix)th the Danes 
and Scots, and made the Piinces of Wales pay 
him a Tribute of 20 Pounds of Gold, 500 
Pounds of Silver, and 25,000 Head of Cattle, 
m^ a large Number of Hawks and Hounds. 

The fiune Year he caufed the Bible to be 
translated into the Saxon, which was then the 
Mother Tongue. 

Much abo^it this Time, the renowned Guy 
Earl of Warwick, is faid to have encountered 
Colebraud, the famous Danifh Giant, and, after . 
a fliarp Conteil, to have killed him on the Spot 
ttWi(iche||er. jif^. 
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An Account of the 

SO L A R SYSTEM, 

Adapted to the 

Capacities of CHILDREN. 

THE SUN, which is the Kountain of 
Light and Heat, is placed in the Center 
of the Univerfe, and the feveral Planets, namely, 
Luna, ]) (the Moon)-; Mercury, J ; Venus, J ; 
the Earth, ©; Mars, ^ ; Jupiter, % ; and Sa- 
turn, 1? ; move round him in their feveral Orbs, 
and borrow from him their Light and Influence. 
' On the Surface of the Sun are feen certain dark 
Spots, but what they are is not kn6wn. They 
often change their Place, Number, and Magni- 
tude ; and if they are really in the Sun's Body, 
as to all Appearance they are, we mull foppoie 
that he moves round his Axis in about twenty- 
five 'Days and fix Hours ^ otherwife thofe various 
Changes and Alterations cannot be accounted for 
on the Principles of Reafon and iPhilofophy. The 
daily Motion of the Sun from Eaft to Weft is not 
real ; for, as I have obferved before, the Sun i$ 
fixed ill the Centre, and can have no Motion but 
upon his own Axis, that is of turning round in 
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tlic fame Space. This apparent Motion, there- 
fore, from Eaft to Weft, in aft arife from the true 
ahd real Motion of the Earth on which we live, 
as I fliall prove by and by. ^ The Body of the 
Sun is fo immenfely large, that his Diameter or 
Thicknefs is computed to be 822,148 Engliih 
Miles, and a Million of Times larger than the 
Globe of our Earth ; ftupendous and amazing 
Magnitude! which is fuppofed to be all Fire, 
and by whofe Beams of Light the whole Syftcm 
of Beings about us is made viiible. 

. The fixed Stars, which enamel and befpangle 
the concave Expanfe, or Canopy of Heaven, by 
Numbers and Luftre, make the Night beauteous 
and delightful, which would otherwife be dark 
and honible. The UNIVERSE has no 
determinate Form or Figure at all ; for *tis every 
Way infinite and unlimited, and is called the 
Mundane Space, in which all Worlds have 
their Place and Being. 

The MOON, which is the next Planet, or 
Body, we are to confider, is, as to Matter and 
Form, not unlike our Earth ; for her Body is 
uneven and fpherical. The bright Portions we 
iee in her are the more eminent and illuminated 
Parts of the Land, as Mountains, Illands, Pro- 
montories, &c. to which we are obliged for the 
Light that is reflefted to us ; for the dark Parts, 
which are fuppofed to be Seas, Lakes, Vales, &c. 
areincapable of refleding any Light at all. Some 
of our Philofophers aflert that there is an At- 
mofphere of Air about her j and, .if fo, then is 
1 2 (he 
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Ike ftibjea to the Wind, Clouds, Rab, Tkuiid^, 
Lightening, and otheif. Meteors, ar well as the 
Earth, and of Coniequence msj be inh^kbited bf 
Men and Animals. The Diameter or TMd^ 
neis of the Moon, b about 2175 ^Qgli^ Biiles. 
The Meon revolves round the Earth in aboat 
27 Days, 7 Hours, and 43 Minutes. AccorcUng 
to the different Poiukm of the Mocni in ker Oib, 
with refped to the Sun and £ardi, fhepstson 
various Afpe^btor Phafes, as new, koratd, full, 
&c. And iince, at the fame Difbuice fram. die 
6un, ihe never appears of a different Face, 'tis 
evident that (he has a diurnal Motion nmnd ktt 
own. Axis, which is conapleated in the fame Tine 
as her periodical Revolution is abont 1^ Earth. 
So that the L«narians» ^ People in the Moob, 
(if there are fuch) hare their D9f* and Moodu 
|>erpetually of equal Lengths. 

The other Planets, i. e. Mercnr^^ Venus* the 
Earth, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, all revolTe in 
the fame Manner about the Sun as the Ceniav of 
the Syftem ; and in the Order from the Son a* 
they are here named in the following Figure of 
the UNIVERSE. 



The 
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The real Motion of them all is from Weft to 
Eaft> though fomctimcs they appear to move 
from Eaft to Weft ; and at other Times feem not 
to move at all. And from hence they dre faid to 
be dired, retrogrWe, and ftationary. The Earth, 
Jupiter, and Saturn, are often edipfed' by the 
Interpofition of their refpeftive Mck)ns, or Satel- 
lites, between the ^un and themfelves ; and thefe 
Eclipfes are fometimes Partial, fometimes T.tal, * 
knd fometimes Central. The Orbit of the Earth 
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(or the Circle which the Sun fcems to deTcribe 
round the Earth) is callecl the Ecliptic, which 
is divided iiito twelve equal Parts, ciUed Signs, 
and are diftinguiihed by &e following Names and 
Marks, viz. Aries, the Ram, v ; Tannw, the 
Bull, b ; Gemini, the Twins, n; Cancer, the 
Crab, ss ; Lei, the Lion, SI, » V"^> ^* ^* 
gin, YQi ; Libra, the Balance, at ; SccMpio, th« 
Scorpion, ni ; Sagittarius, the Archer f ; Capri- 
cornus, the Qoat, Vf ; Aquarius, the Wa^r, XT » 
Pifces, theFifh, K. 

There are many other Things pecuKar to t|ie 
Planets ; but as they are not within the Compafs 
of my Deitgn, I (hall pafs them over, in order to 
fpeak more particularly of the Esuth, 

Of the £ A R T H, confidered as a Planet. 

THE Earth, by its Revolution about the 
Sun in 365 Days, 5 Hours, and 49 Mi- 
nutes, make that Space of Time which we call 
a Year. 

The Line which th^ Centre of the Earth de- 
fcribes in its annual Revolution aboqt the Sun, 
is called the Ecliptic. 

The annual Motion of the Earth abo«t die 
Sun, is in the Order of the Signs of the Zodiac ; 
that is, from Weft to-Eaft. 

Befides its annual Revolution about the Sun in 
the Ecliptic, the Earth turns round aifii on its 
ewn Axis in ^4 Hours. , ^ 

The- 
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The turning of the Earth upon its own Axif 
crcry 24 Hours, whilft nt moves round the Sun 
in a Year, we may. conceive by the rolling of a 
ioml 00 a Bowting^Gfoeir^ 'm^ which not only 
die CcDtre of the; Bowl hath 4 progreBve Motion 
on the Green, but the Bowl, in going forward, 
tlvms KUind about its oiwn Axis. 

The torning of the Eavth on its own Axis 
uikes the Difference of Day and N^ht ; it being 
Bay in thoie Parts of die Barth which are turned 
lowards the Son ; and Night in thoie Farts which^ 
are itt the Slude, or tiirMd from the Sun. 

The annual Revolution of the Earth in the 
Bdiptic, is ^ Caufe of the different Seafons, 
and of the feveral Lengths of Days and Night% 
IB every Paitof the WorW in the Courfe of th^ 
Year. 

If the Diameter of the Sun be to the Diameter 
«f the Earth as 48 to i, (as by fome it is com- 
peted) the Di& of the Sun is above 2000 Times 
li««r than the Dilk of the Earth ; and the Globe 
of the Sun about 100,000 Times bigger than the 
Globeof the Earth. 

The Diftancc.of the Emh*s Orbit from the 
San is above 20,000 Semidiameters of the Earth ; 
k that if a Cannon Ball (hould come from the 
Sun with the fame Velocity it hath when dif- 
charged from the Mouth of a Cannon, it would 
kc 25 Years in coming to the Earth. 

We fhall now confider the Earth in another 
%iie, and fpeak of the feveral Divifions made 
ij the Geographers. 
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Of the CIRCLES, 

Which are ufed by Gbografhbrs to explain the 
Properties of the Natural Globe* 

YOU may fappofe the following Figure to 
be a Globe or Sphere, reprefenting the 
Earth. The outermoil Circle, marked with the 
Letters A, D, B, C, is called the Meridian ; and 
on this Circle the Latitude is reckoned, either 
from C towards A or p, or elfe from D tosirards 
AandB. 

The Equator is the Line C, O, D, which upon 
the Globe is a Circle, and is idmetimes called 
the Equinoctial : Upon this Circle the Degrees 
of Longitude are reckoned, beginning at C, amd 
counting all round the Globe 'till you cqme to 
C again ; and is the Middle of the World be- 
tween A and B, which are the two Poles thereof; 
A reprefenting the North Pole, B the South 
Pole. 

The Circles EF, and GH, are called the 
Tropics, beyond which the Sun never moves. 



The 
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Tlte Line G F» which opoii the Globe is a 

Circle, is termed the Ecliptic^ in which the Son 

» ^pstOllUy moving fitMn G 6> P, and F to Q 

^l^^stm. When the Sun is in O, he is then in 

ti^ Eqninodial, and the Days and Nights are of 

«^«al Length to all the World, except ander the 

P«4os. When he is at F, which is called the 

Tvopk^Cancer, Days are at the longed to all 

tho4 Inhabitants who dwell on the North Side of 

the E^fiator. When the Sun is at G, which is 

called the Tropic of Capricorn, Days are at the 

Umgck to all thoTe Inhabitants who dwell on the 

Sovth Side of the Equator, and at the ihorteft t« 

^dtole wha dwell on the North Side. 

The 
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The Circles LM and IK, are called the Polar 
Circles, becaufe to thofe InKabitants who dwell 
under thefe Circles, the longeft Day is 24 Hours; 
£0 that the Sun fets not, but moves quite round 
their Horizon. Thus much may fuffice for the 
Circles of the Sphere ; only note this, that every 
Circle, whether great or fmall, is divided into 
360 equal Parts or Degrees; fo that a Degree is 
no certain Meafure, but only the three hundred 
and Sixtieth Part of the Circle ; and thefe Degrees 
are again (uppokd to be divided into fixty equal 
Parts, which are called Minutes. Nov^, there- 
fore, if a Circle which ^rill reach round the Earth 
be divided into J 60 Parts, then one of thofe Parts 
is equal to a Degree, which was looked upon by 
the Ancients to be equal-to fixty Miles, and thus 
one Mile wasexadly equal to a Minute. 

Of the ZONES. 

The Zones are certain Tr^^ of L^dv whofe 
Boiindaries are made by the Circles before dc- 
fcribed, and are five in Number, namely. The 
Torrid Zone; the Northern Temperate. Zone; 
the Southern TempejiKe Zone ; the , Northern 
Frigid Zone ; the Southern Frigid Zone. i. The 
Torrid Zone contains all ^ that Space of Land 
which lies between the Circles EF and GH; 
for tQ thofe Inhabitants who dwell betwixt the 
faid Limits, the Sun^ at fometimes of the Year, 
,tec6mes vertical, i. e. right over their Heads. 
2. The Northern Temperate Zone^ 19 all that 

ipace 
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Space betwixt the Circle EF, named the T'ro- 
pic of Cancer; and the Line LM, called the 
Northern Polar Circle, and to all the Inhabitants 
within this Compais, the Sun, when in their fe- 
veral Meridians, cafteth their Shadows direftly 
North. 3. The Southern Temperate Zone, is 
that Tra^t of' Land which liies between the cir- 
cular Line GH, called the Tropic of Capricorn, 
and the Southern Polar Circle IK. To all the 
Inhabitants within this Space, the Sun, when in 
their Meridian, catteth their Shadows full South. 
4. The Northern Frigid Zone, is that Part of 
the Earth which lies between the Northern Polar 
Circle LM, and the North Pole at A ; to all 
thefe Inhabitants, the Sun, at a certain Seafon, 
and when in the Tropic of Cancer, does /not fet, 
but moves in View quite round the Horizon, 
calling their Shadows every Way. 5. The 
Southern Frigid Zone, is that Part of the Earth 
which lies between the Southern Polar Circle IK, 
and the South Pole at B. To all the Inhabitants 
within thefe Limits, the Sun when in the Tropic 
6f Capricorn, lets not, but moves in Sight as 
before, calling their Shadows allb every Way. 

Of the Climates, 

THE Climates are reckoned from the Equa- 
tor to the Poles ; under the Equator the 
Day is always 1 2 Hours long, and under the 
Polar Circle the longeft Day is 24 Hburs. Geo- 
graphers make 24 Climates between the Equator 

and 
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apd each, of the PoUr Circles, fcecanle diere ai^ 
24. of Half Hours pifferf iKe between tbe Leagck 
oi Day under the Equator, and the hSmgA &j 
under the Polar Circle ; ft) tl^at any Fkcc wime 
the longeil Day in that Place is Half aat Hour 
longer or (horter, than chat of aaixlies Places k 
is of a difTerent QlimW. Thff ii^it Climatt be- 
gins at the Equator; tin; fecund, whew ri« 
longcft Day is 12 Hours and a Half; ^edufd» 
where it is 13 Hofurs, gnd fo on. Tkeee are ia 
all 48 Climates pf Hou^s» that is, four 60m she 
Equator to the Pdar Circle* ekher Northward 
or Southw^d. Befides the aforefaid 4S Cliauifies 
of Hours, there are i as more, calWd Climaivs of 
Months, that is, fix from each of ch^ Polar 
Circles to the Pales. They arc called Clioutes 
of Months, becaufe the loiigeil Day in tk« Eai 
of the firft Climate is one whole Months the 
longcll Day at the j^nd of the lecond two whole 
Months, and fo on. 

Of Land and Wate^ui. 

^T^HE whole Globe of the Ewth is ^gUci 
jL Terraqueous, confilHng of two Bodies, 
namely Land and Wat^r, which m^y be divided 
in the following Manner, viz. 



*^'^Land into. 

Contin«flts, 

Illands, 

Peniufulas, 



Ifthmus, 

Promontoric*, 

Mouxuaias. 

I. A 
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I. A Continent, is a lar^e Trad of Land, 
comprehending divers Countries, Kingdoms, ^nd 
States, joining ail together, without any Separa- 
tion of its Parts by Water, of which we hav« 
four, viz. 

Europe, | Africa, and 

Asia, J America. 

' 2. An Ifland, is a Part of Land encompafied 

round with Water. 

3. A Peninfula, called glfo Cherfoncfus, is a 
Piece of dry Land every where environed with 
Wat^r, fave only a narrow Neck of Land, ad- 
joining the fame to the Continent. 

4. An lithmus, is that narrow Neck of Land 
which joins the Peninfula to the Continent, by 
which People go from one to the ether. 

5. A Promontory, is a high Piece of Land 
ftretching out into the Sea, the Extremity whereof 
is commonly called a Cape. 

6. A Mountain, is a rifing Part of dry Land, . 
overtopping the adjacent Country, and appear- 
ing the fiiltat a Dillance. 

Water is divided into 



Oceans, 

Seas, 
Gulfs, 



Straits, 
Lakes, 
Rivers. 



' 7. Ocean, is a vaft Col le^lion of Water, envi- 
roning a confiderable Part of the Continent. 

8. The Sea, is a fmaller Body of Water, in- 
termixed with Illands, and for the moft Part en- 
vironed with Land. 

K 9. A 
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g, A Gulf is a Part of the Sea every where 
cncompafled with Land, except only one Paf- 
fage, whereby it communicates with the main 
Ocean. 

lo. A Strait is a narrow Paflage, either joining 
a Gulf to the neighbouring Sea, or Ocean, or 
one Part of the Sea, or Ocean, to another. 

1 1. " A. Lake, is a fmalf Colledtion of deep 
(landing Waters intirely furrounded with Land, 
and havintg no vifible Communication with the 
Sea. » 

12. A River is a confiderable Stream of frefh 
Water, riiing out of one, or various Fountains, 
continually gliding along in one or more Cur- 
rents, till it difgorgeth itfelf. into the Sea or 
Ocean. 
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Four QaARTFRS of the WORLD. 

And firfl of EUROPE. 



V A S^wedifti Man and Woman in their proper 
X Drefles. 



An Hiftorical Zmi Geographicid Account of . 
Sweden, Denmark, and Norway. 

SWEDEN is one of^ the Northern King- 
doms, great and populous, is bounded on 
^e North by Lapland, Norway, and the Frozen- 
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Sea; on the Eaft by Mofcovy ; on the South by 
the Baltic Sea; on the Welt by Denmark and 
Norway. It is divided into fix Parts, contains 
17 Cities, the Capital is Stockholm ; the Air is 
cold, bat whokfome, it abounds with sAl the Ne- 
Ceflaries of Life, the Inhabitants are long lived, 
and trade in Brafs, Lead, Iron, Steel, Copper, 
Skins, Furs, Deals, Oak, Pitch and Tar : They 
are civil, and fb induftrious that a Beggar is nor 
to be feen among them ; good Soldiers, ftrong 
and healthy. It was formerly eleftive, but now 
hereditary. It is governed bv a King, and the 
States, which coiUlft of the NobMky, Ckrgy, 
and Merchants ; their Religion is Lutheranifci, 
and Dialed Teutonic or Gerijian. 

An Account of Duvu^xuk., 

DENMARK, lies t6 the North ©f England, 
is but a fmall Kingdom,, '"Copenhagen 
is the Metropolis, The King of Denmark is 
alfo Sovereign of Norway, Greenland, Fero, Sec. 
The Air is very cold, the Comitry fruitful ; there 
is Store of Deer, Elks, Horfes, Cattle ,^ &c. aMb 
Fiih, efpecially Herrings ; their Comi^odiue&are 
chiefly Tallow, Timber, Hides, and Rigging for 
Ships: The Grown is herecinry, the Govern- 
ment entirely in the Power of die King, and their 
Religion the fame as in Sweden^ 

An 
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An Account of Norway. 

NORWAY is a Kingdom on the North 
Weft Shore of Europe, belongs to the 
King of Denmark, is feparated from Sweden by 
a Ridge of* Mountains always covered with Snow, 
^thc chief Town is Drontheim. It is mountain- 
ous, barren, and extremely cold, therefore but 
thinly peopled ; they are a plain People, * of the 
iame Religion as thofe of Denmark. The Pro- 
duce of the Country is good Fir Timber, Oak, 
Pitch, Tar, Copper, and Iron; and their Seas 
abound in Fifh, which the Inhabitants dry upon 
the Rocks without Salt, and fell them to mpft 
Nations in Europe, to vidual their Ships in long 
Voyages. They have very little Corn grown in 
the Country ; and the Inhabitants feed on the 
Flefli of Bears, Wolves and Foxes j and the 
poorer Sort make Bread of drie4 Fifh ground to 
Powder, , while the better Soft exchange the 
Commodities abovementioned for Corn, Fruits, 
Wine, and other Neceflaries. Their longeftDay 
is two Months, and ihcHrteft above eight Hours. 



Kj AMof. 
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A MofcoVite, or Ruffian Man and Woman in 
their proper Drcffes. 



An Account of Moscovy, or Russia. 

MOSCOW is the largefl Country in 
Europe, and which comprehends all ihat 
vait Country which obeys the Czar, or Czarina : 
It is bounded by the Northern Ocean on the 
North ; the Rivers Oby and Tanais on the Eaft; 
the Little Tanais, the Rivers Defna and Sofe, 
with Lefler Tartary, on the South ; Narva, Po- 
land, Sweden, and Norway on the Weft : It 
contains about forty Provinces ; is a marihy 
Country, not well inhabited, full of Forefts and 
Rivers ; the Winter is long, and very cold : They 
fow only Rye before Winter, and the other Com 

in 
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in j^ May, though their Harveft is in July and 
Auguft. They have Plenty of Fruit, IVfelons, 
Fowl and Fi(h; andtheir Commodities are Salt, 
Brim&oiMy-Pitch, Tar, Hemp, Flax, Iron, Sieei, 
Copper, and Ru^an Leather, much valued in 
England. They wear long. Beards, (hort Hair, 
and Gowns^ down to their Heels ; are a miftruftful 
and cruel People, cmvning in Trading, and de- 
ceive with Impunity, it being counted Induftry ; 
naitui^ly lazy and drunken, and lie on the 
Ground or Benches, all except the Gentry. 'Till 
Czar Peter the Great, (who poliftied the People, 
as well as enriched and improved the Country) 
they were barbarous and favage ; but he fetting 
up PrintiBg«-Houfc8 and Schools in his Domi- 
nions, banifhed Ignorance, and introduced the 
liberal Arts. Their Government is hereditary 
and abfolute, their Religion is that of the -Greek 
Church. They have a Number of Clergy, and 
divers Monafteries for Friars and Nuns. The 
Emperor of Mufcovy is called the Czar, and £m-» 
pra4 the Czarina. 



A French 
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A Trench Man and Woman in their proper 
Dreffeg. 



An Hiftorical and Geographical Account of 
Francf, 

FRANCE 15 one of the fineft and large ft 
Kingdoms in Europe, lies in the Middle of 
the Temperate Zone, is walhed by the Ocean to 
the Weft, by the Mediterranean Sea to the South, 
joins to the Low Countries to the North, Ger- 
many .and Italy lie to the Eaft, and Spain to the 
South. Its Length and Breadth is' about 225 
Leagues each. Its chief City is Paris; there aro 
' ten Univerfities, and piany very ftately Palaces, 
the chief of which is that at Verfailles, about 
eleven Miles from Paris, where the King chiefly 
|-eii4cs, Ic abounds with all the Neceflj^es of 
^ X^ife, 
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Life, which made the Emperor Maximilian fay, 
" Tiat if it were poflible he himfelf were God^ 
"Ms eldeft Son (hould fucceed him, and the 
" fecond fhould be King of France." The Peo- 
ple are induilrious, and the better Sort very 
poJire, well bred, extremely gay in Drefs,* and 
civil to Strangers ; are very a<i:tive and fprightly^ 
Lovers of the Sciences, and have a fine Genius ; 
briik and cnterprizing^ and of a vary gay Difpo- 
iition, but treacherous, and much addided to 
Flattery : They have a gs-eat Veneration for their 
King, and ready to facrifice Life and Fortune in 
hw' Sewice. Their Comnroditics are Brandy, 
Wine, S^t, Silks, Linen and Woollen, Hemp, 
Canvas, Paper, Soap, Almonds and Olives, &c. 
The Cr^n is hereditary, except to Feitiales: 
Their King, who fHles himfelf Moft Chriftian, is 
abfolutc, and their eilftbliihed Religion Roman 
Catholic. To take a View of the Country, their 
Kelds are long and open, intermixed with Corn 
and Vines, and every Hedge fo befct with choice 
Fruits, that EyeS can hardly have fairer Objeds ; 
)«tfo miserable are the common People, by Rea- 
son of the great Taxes, that hardly any Subjeds 
in Europe are poorer, though there are few Cowi- 
tries in the World to which Nature has been {o 
Fiberal of her choiceil Bleffings as to this, 

'Twas in this Country . that Mailer Tammy 
Courtly and his Sifter, who went over with tbeii* 
Pappa, learnt all that good Manners and genteel 
Behaviour which made every Body tove and* ad- 
mire them fo much at their Retuii'^'i/t Mentz, 
4ng of Bohemia; the 
Juke of Saxony; the 
^^^^ Mar^uijj 
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had foch an EfieA on their Brother Jack, (who 
was a rude, ill-natured, flovcnly Boy) that he 
foon grew better ; and to prevent himfelf 'being 
utterly defpired and turned out of Doors, by 
his Papa and Mamma, for his undutiful Beha- 
viour, immediately mended his Manners, and in 
a very little Time was beloved and admired, al- 
moft equally with his Brother Tommy, 



Germans in their proper Habits. 



An Account of Germany. 

GERMANY is a large, fruitful and plcafant 
Country, which has the Title of an Em- 
pire. It is. bounded on the North by the Baltic 

, ^ , "^ t""";!^* and the German Ocean; on the 
reiiqes, It abotiwua i. * g^ 
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feaft by Hungary, Pruflia, and Polaiid ; on the 
South by the Alps; on the Weft by the Nether- 
lands, Lorrain, and French Compte. It is di- 
vided into Higher and Lower ; its whole Length 
is about 840 Italian Miles, and Breadth about 
740 ; the Soil is very fertile, and furniflies every 
Thing ncceflary ; the chief Rivers are the Da- 
nube, the Rhine, Elbe, Oder, andWefer*— 
Tacitus, fpeaking of the Ancient Germans, fays, 

* They fung when they marched to fight, and 

* judged of the Succefs by the Shouts and Huz« 
' zas at the Onfet. Their Wives, as martial as 

* themfelyes, accompanied them to the War to 
•drefs their Wounds, and provide them with Ne- 

* ceffaries. Their Infantry furpafled the pavalry, 

* for which Reafon they lometimes mixed Foot 

* with Horfe. They eftecmed nothing fo infa- 

* mous as throwing away or lofmg tneir Shield. 
' They buried-^the Bodies, of their Noblemen on 

* a Funeral Pile, with their Arms and Horfe. '-^ 
The Germans of our Age are laborious, fimple, 
and cruel in War; ready to ferve for Money, 
conftant in their Religion, true Friends, open 
Enemies, plentiful Eaters, and great Drinkers. 

The Invention of Printing, Gun-powder, and 
Fire- Arms, are attributed to them. There are 
above three hundred difirerent Sovereignties in 
Germany, moft of which are fubjed: to the fu- 
j^kpic Head, the Emperor, who is cholen by the' 
nine Eledors, viz. the Arch-Biftiops of Mentz, 
Tribfs, and Coiogn ; the King of Bohemia ; the 
Duke of Bavaria; the Duke of Saxony; the 

o„t,ze..vGoc Marquis 
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Marquis of Brandenburgh, (King of Prufiia); 
the Prince Palatine of the Rhyne; and the Duke 
of Brunfwic, (King of England). The Eleaors 
are the principal Members of the Empire, and 
abfolute Sovereigns in their own Dominions. 
Their Religion for the greatell Part is Popery; 
but in feveral States and Cities, partictrlarly Pruf- 
fm, the Proteilant prevails. Tne chief City is 
Vienna, in the Dukedoni of Auftria, which is 
the Seat of the Emperor. 

A Dutch Man and Woman in. the proper Habits. 




HOx.LAND and Flanders, which are Jike- 
u ^T , i^^^^^"^ ^*'^ Seventeen Provinces, and 
the Netherlands, are inhabited by the Dutch. 

Ihis Co^iniiiy is alfo in Germany, thoufh 
inofcly independent of the Empire; greattr:t 

Pirt 
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Part of It belongs to the Dutch, Part to the 
French, and I'art to the Emperor: Its capital 
City is Amfterdam, a Place of Vaft Trade and 
Riches. The Air is moift and foggy, the Coun- 
try* as itUe&'iow, is natujally wet. and fenny^ 
arid employed chiefly in grazing of Cattle ; they 
have bit little Corn grows there, but import 
Abundance from other Countries; the Soil is 
fertile, the natural Pi^uce is chiefly Butter and 
Cheefe, in which their Trade }s great, but that 
of Herrings the mod confiderable ; though they 
h4vc Manufadures of various Kinds, and carry 
on a prodigious Trade to moft Parts of the know^ 
World, infomuch that their Number of Shipping 
is reckoned almoft equal to that of England. 
They are not polite People, but plain and frugal, 
and very laborious ; ready to undertake any 
Thing for Gain, are extremely nice in their Houfes 
and Streets, though carelefs in Drefs. They are 
governed by a Comihonwealth, which is called 
the States-General, and is made up of the Seven 
United Provinces, confining of feven Voices, each 
Province fending one ; but before any Thing can 
be determined) or agreed on, they mult ail be 
tinanimoufi^ for a Majority of Votes, as here in 
England, is there of no Effect, Their Language 
is a Diale£t of the German. The Reformed Re- 
ligion, according to the Dodhines of Calvin, is 
the eijbabliihed one, though all are tolerated. 

L A Spani{h 
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A Spanilh Man and Woman in their pi'opef 
Habits. 



An Account of Spain* 

SPAIN is feparated from France by the 
Pyrenean Hills, and by all other Sides is fur- 
rounded by the M^tfditerranean Sea, the Straits of 
Gibraltar, and i^e Atlantic Ocean. The King 
has the mod Lands of any Prince in the Wofid, 
on which Account*bme of their PrcdecefTors have 
boafted, • That the Svm never fets in their Do- 
"• minions, as having Pofleffions in all four Parts 
• of the World/ He is titled his Catholic Ma- 
jefty. His Court is different from all others, he 
g^ves Audience but one D^ in a Week, and the 
it?il he keeps hirafcif Ihut up in his Palace, in 
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the Courts of which any mav walk, they being 
£vill of Merchants Shops, and reiemble.the Clo^- 
iiers of religious Houfesi The Air is pure ad 
dry, but very hot ; the Soil is fandy and mofUy 
b»Freii, though where fertile iK>t well eultivAl^d, 
trough the Pride and Lazinefs of the People, to 
which they arc i^nch addided ; though what they 
want in Corn issmadc up i^ a Variety of excel- 
lent Pfujt and Wines,^o£ which they have great 
Plenty- The chief Gominodities are Wine, Oil, 
Fruits ojT various^ Sorts,: Wool, Lamb-Skij^s, 
jHoiiey* Cork, &6, The People arq grave ar^d 
xnajeilic, faithful to their Monarch, delicate an 
point of Honour, jealous, lafdrious^ and Ty- 
rants ovcr^Myanquifocd Eneniy ; look upon Hiif- 
bandry ind mechanical Arts with the greatjeft 
CoDtoxipt* . Tlldx Government 23 zsx abfoUite 
Monarchy, and their Crown hereditary as well to 
Femailcs as to Males. -Their Religion is Roman 
Qatholic, nor is any other tolerated. Madrid is 
thcxapital City, <iVhich ftands near the Middle of 
the Country, on the Top of a Hill, by the little 
River Man?5anjires, 



hz A Portu* 



Digitized by Google 



( io8 ) 
A Portugacze Man and Woman in their propep 



Habits. ' ' I 



An Account of Poutucai,. 

PORTUGAL joins to Spain, und to thp 
Eaft is boan4^4 by Jpanifti Provinces ; the 
capital City is Lilbon/a Pla.ce oif great TradJR, 
and Riches, with an excellent Harbonr: The' 
Soil of this Country is poor, and produces but 
little, except Wines and Fruit. The Nobility 
and Gentry are magnificent and hofpitable, but 
the common People much addided to thieving! 
It is governed by its own King, who is by much 
the ncbeft Crowned Head in Europe. His Go- 
vernment is abfolute, and Crown hereditary. 
The eftablifhed Religion is Popery, though others 
are tolerated^ but are under a Nece0ity of being 

very 
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very refcrved and cautious for fear of the Inqui- 
fition, which is a Court of Tribunal, for» the 
Exami|iation and Punifhment of Offenders, whom 
they torture in the moil cruel Manner. 

Liibon, the capital City, as before mentioned, 
is about fix Miles in Length, built on £bvenHills^ 
/urrounded with a Wall, on which are 77 Towers, 
and 36 Gates ; is reckoned to contain 30,000 
ttou{cs,and.i 50,000 Inhabitants (whofe foreign 
'Trade is equal to . any City in Europe, except 
London and Am(lerdar>.) There is a Cathedral, 
37 Parifli Churches, 23 Cloillers, feveral hand- 
fome Sqt^^reSj and fumptuo^s Buildings, thei 
largeft of" which is the King's Palace. Such was 
the Sute of this opulent City till the ift of No- 
yember, 175c, when the greateft Part of it was 
reduced to a Heap of Ruins by a moft tremendous 
Earthquake, which was followed by a terrible 
fire. A Gentleman who was prefent, giving; an 
Account of the Calamity to his Friend in Eng- 
land, fays, ** It is not to be expreffed by human 
** Tongue, how dreadful and awful it was to enter 
•* the City after theDiMer j in looking upwards 
** one was ftruck with Terror, in beholding fright- 
•* ful ruined Fronts of Houfes, fome leaning 
'* one Way, fome another ; then, on the Contrarjr, 
" one wa^,ftruck with Horror in beholding dead 
** Bodies, by fix or feven in a Heap, crulhed to 
"Deadly half buried, half bmat, and if one 
•* went through the broad Squares, nothing to 
" be met with but People bewailing their Mif- 
*' fortunes, wrinvbg their Hands, and crying the 
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*• Wcrld rxjas at an End : In Ihort, ^twas the? moft 
•< lamentable Scene that Eyes could behold.** 
" The King in his Letter on the melancholy 
Occafion to the King of Spain, concludes thu5: 
«* I am without a Houfe, in a Tent, without 
'* Servants, without Subjefts, without Money, 
•'and without Bread." 



An Italian Man ?ind Woman ^n their proper 
Habits.' ^ 



An Hiftorical Defcription of Italy. 

ITALY in th^ Scriptures is calkdChittim, 
^nd Mrfech. Pliny (an ancient Latin Writer) 
gives it' this. Gharad^: *' rltajy is the Nurfc- 
•* Mother of all Nations,- elcdled by the Gods to 
" make. the Heavens jnbre gloiious, and unite 
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f^ the diCpfirCed Governments of the World,** ^c, 
The Sitpation is very advantageous, being to-: 
wards the Midft of the temperate Zone. It is 
bounded by the Alps on ^e North, whiqh fepa- 
rates it from Germany; on the Eail by the 
Adriatic Sea; on the South, by Mare Inferum, 
pr the Sea of Tufcany ; and on the Weft by a 
part of the Alps, and the River Var, w^ich vc 
its Bounds towards France and Savoy. The Air 
of this Country is temperate and healthful ; the 
Soil fo fruitful, that there feems to be a continual 
Spring : It ' abound^ with Grain, Fruits ^nd 
Flowers, and a Variety of living Creatures as 
well for Pleafure as Profit ; on which Account 
italy is called the Garden of Europe. The People 
are polite, dextrous, prudent and ingenious, ex- 
tremely revengeful, jealous, and grea^ Formal- 
ifts : Their Genius *lies much for Poetry, Muiic, 
Antiquities, &c. and, in fhort, all the liberal 
Arts. Their Tongue is derived from the ancienc 
Latin. The Cities are fair, well built, and mag- 
pificent ; Rome is looked on as the Capital, and 
is called the Holy^ Naples the Nolle, Florence die 
Fair, Genoa the Proud, Milan the Great, Venice 
the kic/f, Padua the Learned, and Bonia the Fat. 
There are, 3QpBilhoprics in it, aiid many Uniypr- 
fities. It was governed of old by Kings, then by 
Confuls, and laft of all by Emperors, who raifed 
it to the higheft Pitch of Glory, Only the Roman 
Catholic Religion is profefTed inluly; neither 
arc the Proteftants fuffered there, though jAe 
Jews are permitted in fome Cities. This Counfry 
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fords' mor« Entertainment tq Travellers thaql 
any other in the World, in which may be fcen 
many Remains of the greateft, wifeft and braveft 
People that ever lived, namely, the old Romans. 
The prefent People arc inured to. Slavery, har- 
ra^ed with Tyrannies and Impb^tions of their 
Priefts. The Country is but badly cultivated, 
its Commodities are Wine, Oil, Com, Rice, 
Velvets, Silks, Glafs, &c. 



A Turkifh Man and. Woman in their proper 
Habits. 



An Account of Turky. 

TURKY, or the Empire of the Turks, 
comprehends mai^y iProvinces in Europe, 
' Afia, and Africa ; fo 'tis with Reafon the ^ttlttn 
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is called Grand Seignior. The Empirje is^divided 
Into 25 Governments, of which there, are feve?^ 
in Europe, feventeen in Afta, and Egypt makes 
one of itfelf J two of the Governments have what 
they call B.eglerbegs ^t the Head of them, and 
the reft are governed by Balhawsy Moll of thefe 
Countries are fruitful, but negledled through the 
Lazinefs of the Turks, and Oppreffions the 
ChrifUans lie under who chufe rather to let the 
Land lie untilled than cultivate it for others. 
*Tis thin of Inhabitants, occafioned by frequent 
Plagues and continijal Wars, which carry off 
great Numbers: They are very temperate, robui!, 
aiid gdod Soldiers* Their Religion, whereof 
Mahomet wa5 the Author, comprehends fix ge- 
neral Precejpts, viz. Circumcifion, Prayer, FalJ- 
iilg. Alms, Pilgrimage, and AbfUnence from 
Wine. Friday is their moft folemn pay of the 
Week, which they diftinguifh only by being 
longer at Prayer on that than other Days. They 
bbferve an extraordinary Fajl o^ die nint^ 
Monthy which whoever breaks is certainly pur 
niftied withDeaih: They keep it fo ftridl; that 
Labourers ready to faint with Thirftj dare not 
tafte a Drop of Water. They have a Sort oi 
Monks called Dervifes, who live a very auilere 
Life^ keeping a profound Siljsnce, go Wefoot, 
with' a Leather Girdle roj^nd their Bodies, f'ull of 
fharp Points, to mortify ^e Flefh, and fometimea 
beat and burn themfelves with hot Irons : They 
are very charitable, and fpare nothing for the 
Maintenance of the Poor. The Qovemment i^ 
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monarthial } ^e Qrand Seignior^ or Sultan, ii 
abfolute Mailer of the Lives aad Fortunes of his 
Subjcds; his Orders arc above the Laws> which 
are but few. If his Minift^rs grow rich, they 
certainly fufFer Death, right or wrong, their 
Wealth (which goes to the Sultan) being efteemcd 
a clear Proof of their Guilt. 

The Cuftomf and Ways of the Turks are very 
different fron^ ours, the Left is the upper Han4 
with them. They bury in the Dark^ and cairy 
the Dead Head-foremoft. Their Books w all 
•ManufcriptSj for they fu^fer no Printing amo&g 
them. Their Commodities are chi(;fly raw SSibt 
Oil, Leather, Cake-Soap, Honey, Wax, and n- 
.riouft Fruits and Drugs. ConftantinopI^, w)^ctl 
was foimerly Thrace, by the Turks caHed Stam- 
boul, is their Capital, and Seat of tkp Qtt;oinan 
pr Turkift pmp^ror. 



ASIA. 
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A Man sold Wctoan of Tartary in their propcf 
. ^ Habits. 



An Account of Tartary. 

TARTARY,- which is the fame Country a» 
the ancient Scythia, Comprehends all the 
* North of Europe, and almoft a tliird Part of 
Afia. At prefent the Ruffians poiTefs the North' 
Part, and ha\^e given it the Nant^ of Siberia, k 
is. a cojd barren Gouatr)% genehdly covered widr 
Snow, and very thinly inhabited. 

Their Wealthr confifts in Catt!«, ahd their Em- 
ployment in Grazing : They carry orf neither 
Manufadtiire nor Trade, except in Slaves and 
Horfes, and rove about in Herds or Clans. The 
Bmpef or of R^ia is fiipremc Lord of the Wcftern 

as 
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is well as North Part pf Tartaiy, cf^cially Mid 
ihe Time of th^ late Czar Petei*' the Great, who 
extended his Conqaeft even to the Norriieni 
Coaft ot the Caspian Sea-- 

The Chmcfe are Matters of the South and Eaf! 
Parts of Tiijtary. The Tartars at ttWdcd" into 
four different^ Nations, namely; ^ the Tartars pro- 
perly fo c^led, the Calmucks^ and the Ufbeck 
and Moguls: The Calihuck Tartars acknow- 
ledge themfelves Subjeds of feuffia : The Ufceck 
Tartars »were once independent, but fince iub- 
dued by Ko^ili £hai^, the late Sovereign of Perfia, 
who took Poffijffionand-plundered jh^ir^^^ 
City Bochara; which Was exf^emely populous and 
wealthy: Thi§ Country of tfibeck Tartary is 
fituatd ill a very happy CUmlate aiid fruitful SoiI# 
jwid carries on a very briik Trade'to the Eaft and 
Weft Parts of Afia : It was the Country of the 
vidorious Tamerlane, who fubdued mofl of the 
Kingdoms of Afii. 

. The Tartars, as to Stature, arc generally thick 
lind ihort, having flat fquare Fkces, little Eyes, 
little round ihort Nofe, and ah Olitre Complexion* 
They are reckoned the beft Archers in the World, 
and eat all Manner of Fleih but Hogs-Flelh. 
They arc very hofpitaBle, and take a Pleafurc in 
entertaining Strangers. Their Religion is moflly 
Paganifh^ they worihip the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
and a Varie^ of Images, but not in Temples or 
Churches^ for they woHhip in Groves and on the 
Tops of Mountains ; but thofe that live near the 
Manometan Countries are moftly Mahometans. 

. . The 
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The Southern Provinces lie in a: temperate Ctf-J 
mate, and would produce all Manner of Corn 
and Vegetables,; but the Inhabitants pay no Re- 
gard to it, and. Icjad a rambling llife, driving 
great Herds of Cattle before them to fuch Parts 
of the Country where ^ey cajpi meet with the beft 
Pafture, and here they pitch their Tents, but 
ieldom. remain long enougb in a Place, to r(;ap a 
Crop of Com, even if they were to plough tire 
Land and fow it. 



A Chiiieftr Man and Woman, iA tjieir proper 
Habits. 



An Account of China* . 

THE Empire of China is a great arid (pa- 
cious Country, on the Eaii of Aiia, much 
famecl for its Fraitfulnefs, Wealth, Beautifulnefs 
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ot Towns, and incrediUe Namber of fnHa{»^ 
tants. It is divided iiilo feifenteen' Kingdom^' 
which contain i6o large Cities, 240 leffcr^ asd 
1200 Towns, t^e chief of dl is Feldtf. The 
Air, is pore and ferene, and the lahakitaiits live 
to ^ great Age. Their Riches confift in Gold 
• and Silver Mines/ Pearls, Porcelain or Chioa^ 
Ware ; japaned or varnUhed Works ; Spices^ 
Mufk, true Ambergris, Camphire, Sugar, Gin- 
ger, Tea, Linen, and Silk; of the latter ther0 
is fkch Abundance^ that they are able to fumifh 
all the World with it. Here are alio Mines of 
(^jtekfilver, Vermillkm, Azure. S(0ne, Vitriol^ 
Sec. So much for the Wealth : Now as to the 
Inhabitants^ they 9^ {p numerous that the great 
Roads may be compared to aperpeti^Tair, fudr 
Clumbers are continually paffing,^which matte 
a . Portuguefe/ who west thither af|c, ** If tjie 
** Women hadript nine or ten Qhildreqt at a 
^' Birth." Every Inhabitant is obliged to hang 
a Writing O^er his Door^ Signifying &c Nustibet/ 
and Qiiality of the Dwellers. The Infide of their 
Houfe is^ery magnHicent. The Men are dvil, 
well-bred, very ingenious, poUte, and indufiriouii 
but extremely covetous; infomuch diat . th^y | 
will not fcruplc to fell, their very Children, tr 
dtown them when they think they have too, j 
many. This Deiire of Wealth lets them never 
be idle, and makes them Jbave a great A'veriion^j)' 
Strangers rhat come to fettle ainong'them. 'ths 
Men go neatly drefled, and carry a Fan in their 
Ha^d^ and when t&ey falute each other (for t^QT 
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tfc very conrteotis) thcjr never nut off their Hat, 
Ht with tkeir Hands joined before their Bretft 
bow their Bodies. Here is no Nobility but what; 
depends on Learning, without any Regard to 
Birth, except the &oyd families, and the more 
Jeamed any. one is, th^ more he is advanced in 
Honour and Government. The Kifig, who is 
called the Tartar, keeps a Guard of about forty 
thoufand M^ : When he die^, his Body is buried 
cm a Pile of Paper, and with him all his Jewels, 
and every Thing elfe except living Creatures, 
that he made ufe of in his Life- time.' JJis Coun-r 
ftllor, Prieft, and Concubine, that devoted them* 
fclves wholly to his Soul, facrifice their Lives as 
ibon as he dies ; but have the Liberty p) chufe 
what Kind of Peath they plcafe, which j? ge|ie- 
rally beheading. In this Country there is ^ fhi" 
pei^dous Wall, built to prevent the Incurilons of 
fhe Tartars, which is at Icaft 1700 Miles long, 
©car 50 Feet high, and broad enough for feveral 
Horfemen to travel on it abreaft. Their efta- 
blifhed Religion is what they call the Religion of 
Nature, as explained by their celebrated Philoso- 
pher Confucius ; but the greateft Part of thepi 
are Idolaiors, and woHhip the Jdol Fo* The 
M^omeuns have been loQg finee tolerated, and 
the Jews longer. Chriftianity had gained a con- 
fiderable Footing here by the Labour of the Jefuits, ' 
till the Year 1726, when thcfe Miffionaries being 
fafpeded of a Defign againft the Government, 
were quite expelled, 
''■■■ ' M» ,. A* 

/ 
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An Indian Man and Woman in their proper 
Habits, 



I 



An Account of India. 

NDIA, one of the greateft Regions of Afia, 
^ is bounded on the Eaft by China, on the 
Weft by Perfia, North by Qreat Tartary, on the 
South by the Indian Sea. It is divided into three 
Parts; viz. Indoftan, or the Enipire of the Great 
Mogul; India on this*^de the Ganges, and India 
beyoiid; the Cities of Deli and Agra, are the 
two chief, and, by Turns, the ReficTcnce of the 
Great Mogul, at each of which he has a very fplcn- 
did Palace, The moft noted City on the Coaft i» , 
Surat, a Place of great Trade, where the Englim 
have a Fa6lpry. India.on this Sidethe Ganges, 
contains many pptty Kingdonis, On the Coaft 

fc- Digitized by Google 



( w ) 

ftt Goa, belonging to the Portugueze, which i$ 
their Staple for Eal-India Goods ; and Bombay, 
a Jittle Ifland and Town belonging to the Eng- 
Bflu On this Coaft is Pondicherry, which be- 
bngs to the French^ Fort St. David, and Fort 
St. Geox^y which belongs to the EngUfh. India 
beyond the Ganges, is al6> divided iqto various 
Kingdoms, and contains a great Number of large 
and populous Cities, of which wt have |^o Know- 
ledge befides their Naijaes. ' The Pec^le are for 
the moft Part tawney, *ftropg,' apd big, but very 
lazy. They eat on Beds, drTapeftry fpread on 
die Ground. They burn moft of their Dead, 
and their Wives glory in b^ing thrown in^o the 
Funeral Piles, and there confumcd to Afccs, The 
Great Mogul is a Mahometan^ and eAeemed the 
richeft King in the World in Jewels ;' one of his 
Thrones i&ikid to have coft five Millions Ster- 
lii^. Their Commodities are Silks, Cottons, 
Cillicocs,Mullins,Sattins, Carpets, Gold,SUver> 
Diamoiidfl, Pearls, Porcelain, Rice, Ginger, Rhu- 
fcrb, Aloes, Amber, Indigo> Cinnamon, Cocoa, 
&c. They are moftly Pagans, and worihip IdoU 
of various Shapes, and the jrefl are Mahonietans, 
except a few ChriHians. Their Monarch is ab- 
folute, and fo are all the petty Kings; who 
are fo fond of Titles, that they often take them 
From their Jewels, Furniture, Equipage, and 
Elephants, to make up a Number. This Country 
is fo exceeding rich, that it is thought by many 
to be the Land of Ophir, where Solomon fcnt for 
pold, 
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Of TuRKY in Asia. 

THIS vaft Continent takcf ' in Natofei* 
Arabia, Phoenicia* Judea, or Paleftine, 
And the Euphratian Provinces. The People are 
chiefly Mahometans, though there are many 
Jews and ChrifHans in fome Places among them. 
There are various Governments, but they are 
all fubjeft to the Grand Seignior, who dcpopu- 
iates thefe fine Countries, and difcourages In- 
duflry ; {q that the Phoenicians, fdrmerly famous 
for dommecce, are at prefent a poor defpicabie 
People ; and Judea, the Land which heretofore 
flowed with Milk and Honey, is in general 
ftill fruitful, abounding in Corn, Wine, and Oil, 
where cultivated, and might fupply the neighbour- 
ing CounMes with all thefe, as they anciendy . 
did, were the Inhabitants equally induihious, 
The Parts above Jerufaiem, its once famous Ca- 
pital, are moftly mountainous and rocky; bnc 
' they feed numerous Herds and Flocks, and yield 
jPlcnty of Honey, Wine and Oil, and the Vallics 
fbound with large Crops of Com. 

Shut's Travels* 



AFRICA. 
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An Egyptian Man and Woman, in their proper 
Habits. 



An Account of Egypt. 

EGYPT> i Country in Africa, is parted 
from Aiia by the Red Sea, and bounded on 
the North by the Mediterranean ; on the ^aft by 
Arabia Petraea; on the South by ^thiopa, and 
Nubia ; and on the Welt by Barbary . The Air 
of this Country is very unhealthy, occafioned by 
the Heat of the Climate. The Soil is made very 
fruitful by the River Nile, which overflows the 
Country annually, from the Middle of June to 
September, and fupplics the Want of Rain, of 

which 
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)sAAc\k there ii very feldom any^ It abounds with 
Corn, and does not want for Rice/Sagar» Dates^ 
Sena, Cafiia, Balm, Leather, Flax, and Linen 
Cloth, which they export- Diodoms Siculas 
relates, that there had been formerly in Egypt, 
i^hteen thooiand great Towns^ -tke iaoft noted 
ofwhich was Alexandria^ In the Eaftern Parts, 
beyond the River Nile, is the famous Cooniry of 
Thebais, with its Pefarts, where St. Anthony, 
St. Pad, and other Anchorets had their Cells, 
^eyond the Red Sea there is another ^efart, 
where the Children of Ifrael lived forty. Years. 
The modem Inhabitants are fine Swimmers, 
haiidy, pleafant, and ingenious, but lazy« This 
Kingdom was firft governed by the Pharoahs; 
afterwards conquered by Alexander the Great ; 
and in the fixteenth Century; $eHm> the Turkiih 
Emperor, conquered |he Mamalucks,^.of: SlV^^ 
Cens; for in the Year 1516, defeating and kilU 
ing Camfon, Solden of Egypt, and.Tomumbey 
the next ' Year after, Egypt was perfedly con- 
quered by the Ottomans or Turks, who have 
governed it ever fince by their Bafhaws. The oli 
Religion of this Country was Idolatry, but now 
]\dahometanifm prevails mod, though there are 
^me few ChriAians. 

An Acconnt of Bari^ary* 

BARBARY is bounded^wi^h t£m>t on the 
Eaft, Mount Atlas on the South, Adantiis 
Ocean on the Weft, and the Mediterranean to 
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At North. Though this Country be pnd«r tht 
Torrid Zone, yet the Mountains and' Sea Coafts^ 
between the Streights of Gibraltar and Egypt, 
are more cold than hot. The Men in this Coun- 
tiy arp allowed many Wives, though feldom are 
married to more than one: The Women are air- 
ways veiled in the Prefence of Men ; fo that a 
Man knows no more of the Beauty of the Wo- 
man he marries; t^an what he learns from her 
Parents, '^ilji they are adually married. The 
People are of ^ good mild Humour, and fuch as 
live abroad under Tents, as the Arabians or 
Shepherds, are laborious^ valiant, and liberal; 
but they who Byje iii Cijdes are proud, covetous, 
and revengeful ; and though they traffic much, 
know but very little, ani have neither Banks nor 
Bills of Exchange. Their Commodities are Beef, , 
Hides, Linen, and Cotton; Raifins, Figs, and 
Dates. It is a rich Country, and governed, Part 
of it, as Fea and Morocco, by Kings; and the 
.other, as Algier, Tunis, and Tripoli, byBaihawrs 
from the Griand Seignior. As for Religion, they 
have the ChrilUan, Jewiih, and Mahometan, and 
they who live in the Mountains and Fields with 
their Flocks, which are a great Number, have 
hardly any ^t all. When any one dies, hi» 
Friends have Women that cry an4 fcratch their 
Faces, and take on, feemingly, with great Grief 
for the Deceafed. They live moftly on Rice, 
Beef, Ve^l, and Mutton; but Wine is forbidden 
tv Mahomet's Law. 
^ ADe, 
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A Dercription of Zaara, or the Great DefiM 

of AvmcA. ' 

THE Air of this Coantry is very hot fe 
tha( the People are forced to keep in t^eir 
little HttUa or (eek Re^reihmeuC ia Qavenis the 
inoft Part of the Day; thefe Deikrts h^ye a gr^ 
J^f umber of I^i<HiS) T'^&^h *nd Oftriches. T^ 
Inhabitants ftre unpoiiih^, favage, and ve^ 
bold, for th^y will Hand and meet the fierccft 
J^i9n or Tygen Thf y are diyi^d into Fami&> 
pr Clans, <^h Head of a Family is Sovereign in 
his own Canton* an^ the eldeO: is kli^rays i^aui; 
they follow the Mahpinetan JR.eligidn» bat aire no 
ftrid Obferirers of it.' The ^' Coantry it a mere 
pefart» as the Name impbits, Hu^A fo parched fbf 
WaAt'of Water, that the Carayahi from Morocco 
^o Negroland are obliged to carry both' Water 
^nd Provifions, the Province ^ rodocing hardl| 
any Thing for th? Support of life. ,*" * * 
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A Kegn)cli4a»an4 Wpmani in their ^rdpd*^ 
Habits. 



An Account of the Land of Negro^iii 

Hp HIS Country lies along the River Nigeri 
. X oh both Sides of it, between Zaara and 
Guincy, It contains fourteen Kingdoms. Thft 
Ihhabitants of the Sea Coaft arc fomewhat civi-^ 
Kzed by their Commerce with the Portuguese; 
but thofb that dwell up higher in the Country . 
are favage and brutal. They are continually at 
War with one another; and all ihe Prifohers thejr 
take in War they fell for Slaves. They fo# 
tteithcr Whieat or Barley, but only Millet ; and 
their chief Food is Roots and Nuts, Peafb and 

Beans* 
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fieans. The Country is furrounded with Woods; 
and abounds with Elephants. They have no 
Wincy but a pleafant Sort of Liquor> whic& 
they get from a certain Sort of Palm Trees, 
ill this Manner ; they, give three or four Strokes 
^Ath* a Hatchet on the Trunk of a Tree, and 
fet Veffels to receive the diftiliing Juice, which 
is very fweet, but in a few Days grows. ftrong, 
yet will not kecjT long, for in fifteen Days it 
grows four. One Tree will yield near a GaU 
Ion in twenty-fotir Hours. The Oo^niodities 
of this Country are Gold, OUrich . Feathers, 
Amber, Gums, Cii^et, Mqjhants Teeth, anrf 
Red- Wood. 

An Account of MrmoriA^' 

TT?^ t H I O P I A is about one Half of 
JijCj Africa, and divided into the Upper and 
Lower ^Ethiopia. *rhis Country is pretty fulL 
6f Mountains, much higher than the Alps or 
Pyrenees, but. level, fpacious, and well* inha-* 
bited, and fruitful on the Tpp ; the Soil near die 
Nile is fruitful, but ata Dillance^c^efly fandy 
Defartfi. The People comely and well (haped, 
though Ijlaek <» fwaf thy. Their Cattle is Verf 
large,- their .Horfcs and Camels couragiouis.and 
ftout. Their Kings fit at Table alone. Their 
Mefles, jiot being yery neat or coftly, are ferved 
m black Clay Diih^s^ covered with Straw Caps. 

. • * finely 
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finely woven ; they ufe neither Knives or Forkj'; 
Spoons or Napidns, and think it beneath them 
to feed themfelves, and fo have Youths on'Pur- 
pofc to put die Meat in their Souths.' They 
have no Towns, but live in Tents, which are io 
very numerous- where the King is, that they re- 
femblea great City i and they have alfo- their 
Oibcerd to prevent Diforder, and Thirds are {6 
well managed, that they can remove fpeedily on' 
all Occafions without Coiifufion. Their Com- 
modities are Metals, Gems, Cattle, C6rn, Su- 
gar Canes, Wine, and Flax. They are a Mix- 
ture of Jews, Mahometans,' Pagans, and Chrif^ 
tians. The Government h fubje6l to an Em- 
peror, who is called Preftor John^ In Lower 
^Ethiopia the Commodities are Silver, Gold, 
Ivory, Pearls, Muflc^ Atnbergrisr, Oil,. Lemons, 
Citrons, Rice, Millet, &c. The People are 
barbarous an4 lavage, inlbmuch, that in ibme 
Places Human FleSi is fold in the Market as 
dommon as Beef and Mutton i^ in England. 
The Hottentots inhabit Part of this Country, 
who am the moft odious of aU the human Species, 
fer they befmear thfeir Bodies with Gteiafe and all 
Manner of Filth, and adorn themfelves with» 
tanging the Guts of Bears about their Arms,' 
I^gs and Necks^ 



N , An 
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An Account of GxtiMsf ; 

jr^.ttNBl^^ is II Kingdom of Afiici, tKi 
VJ Country is rery extcnfive^ mi dw People 
bf Europe dxive a great Trade in it« The Frendl 
were the firft who di&overtd it, about the Yea^ 
1346. The Soil of this CoiHiiry is fertile, bat 
the Heat inftipport^iblc by any bu; the Natives, 
who wtn counted the bl^keft of all the N^groes^ 
khd moft bf them go cjuite naked. Igp^range 
and SuperfUtion tf igd among. them, ahd it is (aid 
they offer human Sacrifices* They look oft G«4 
to be. a good Beings and for diat Heafon only, aif 
civil to hijii ; they worihxp the Devil, and pra| 
cameftly he niay do thenl no Mifchief, Theii^ 
Commodities are Cotton, Rice, Siigar Caaesf 
Elephants, Peacocks; Apesi and PearM^ Several 
fmall Princes aiid States in the inUnd Codntiyi 
who are generally at War, fell their Prifbners £or 
Slaves to the Europeans $ others traffic todi&ani 
Countries for . piirdiafine Slaves, .or deal, thenii 
and bring them down to uie Coaft ; and fome mil 

gl their Children and ntareit Relations^ if the^ 
ve an Opportuni^^ 



AUmtGA. 



in') 

AMERICA, 

An American Man and Woinan, in their propyl 
Habits, 



\ MEilCA, the fourth and laft Quarter 
rx of the Wor^^/i?^!^^?®^ ^^^^ North and 
$puth Americ^l Nor|ii Anierica coi^tains Mex* 
ko, (or Ne>V Spaiii) N^w Mexico and California, 
Florida, Canada^ (or Kew France) and the Bri4 
tiih Dominions on. the Cotiianen|. gouth Ame- 
rica contains Terra Firma, the Land of the 
Aniazons, Braiil, Peru, Chili, Paraguay, an4 
Terra Mageliai^ica, ' «• " ? ^ 
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An Account of Mexico or New Spajk, 

ME X I C O IS fo. called from ita chief City, 
and New Spain iince the Spaniards iettled 
there. It has the Sea of Mexico on the Eaft, its 
Gulph, Florida, and New Mexico on the North, 
and the Southern Sea on the Weft and South* 
The Air is temperate and healthful, and^e Soil 
fruitful, producing Wheat, Barley, Pu!(e, and 
Maize; and Variety of Fruits, as Citrons, Le- 
mons, Oranges^ Pomegranates, Apples, Pears, 
Cherries, CocpaNuts, and Figs, ^c, with great 
Plenty of Roots, Plants, and Herbs. There ape 
fome rich Mines of Gold and Silver, in which 
gbout 400P Spaniards continually work. The 
People arc civil, and excel in Painting and Mufic : 
They are fubjeft to the King of Spain: Their 
Jleligion is a Mixtujre of Paganifm and Chriftia- 
nity. 

An Account of New Mexico, or GaA?rADA. 

THIS Part of the World is not fully djf- 
covered by the Europeans. The Soil is 
fandy and barren, the Air healthful and tempe- 
rate, but not a little fubjed to Hurricanes, 
Thunder and Lightning. There are fome Sil- 
ver Mines, Turquoife, Emeralds, Chryftal, &c. 
The Natives are naturally good and civil, %o^ 
verncd by a Captain named Cafich, whom they 
choofe themfelves. They are given (o Idolattyi 
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t^i fome. adore the Sun, others believe a Gody 
aiid &}sa& oi them have no Religion at all. ' ' ' 

An AccoQHt of Flohida* 

TJ^LORIDA is a larg0 ftmtfttl Countrjf 
1} in North Aihe;ic$, calle^d by the Inhabitants 
W[ttoria« It is boi^nd on the f|orth-£aft wi^ 
Wginia; on the South zni Tome Part of the 
Weft with New Galicia,/and fome Countries 
not yet difcovcred,' The Air of this Country i> 
very temperate, and Soil extremely fertile, zni 
puoducfes Qraii>, Herbs and FVi^ts in great Abun- 
dance. The Fl^i^daii$ are talli well proportion- 
ed Warriors, and go almoft naked, and though 
naturally Whitfe, paint themfelves of an* Oliyd 
p)lour: Their Arms are Bows and Arrowij 
headed mth the Teeth of tifh^ or ftjarp Stones, 
They ^e great Diffemblefs and Lyars: Their 
chief Employment is Hawking and FiQiing* 
Ferdinando Soto, after the Conqueft of Peru, en- 
tered this' Country May 25, 1538, and gave it 
tJje Name of Florida, becauie the Flowers wer^ 
then on the Ground, but died of Grief, for be-^ 
Ug difappointed of the Treafures which he ex- 
|)c^ed. The Women are very nimble, and will 
fwim a great Rive V holding their Children above 
Water, and climb to the top of the higheft Tree 
with great Swiftnefs. Chi-les^. of Spain, fent 
fevcnd Monks and Fiiars to try whether they 
could tame thefe Savages, but the Infidels cat 
their Throats, The Commodities here arc few 

*."'■•' N 3 - ' and 
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are coftly, viz. Gold and Silver, Pearls, -^nd 
Furs, 

An Account of Canada. 

CANADA is a Country on each Side St. 
Laurence, a great River in North Ameria, 
and one of the fincft in the World. On the 
North of the River is Canada Proper, New Bri- 
tain and New France. On the South the Terr 
ritories of New Scotland, New England, New 
York, New Jerfey, Penfilvania, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and Carolina. The Englifh are Matters 
of the greateft Part of thefe Countries. The 
Commodities are Fifh, Qrain, Mails, Deals, | 
Iron, Tar, Bear Skins, Furs, Sec. From New 
England, Tobacco, Otter, Rattoon, Deer, and 
Elk Skins, and other collly Fi^s, fron^ l{ew 
York. Whale, Qil, Beaver. Monkey, Rattoop 
and Martin Skins, from New Jerfey. Skins of 
Bears and Leopards, with Oil, Olives, Cotton, 
and divers Sorts of Drugs, from Carolina. There I 
are great Numbers of Englifli refide in thefe 
Countries, who profefs the different Perfuafions j 
among Proteftants ; but the Natives are Idolators, 
and have a Jargon of Speech which fqw can un-» 
derdand but themielv^s. 

An Account of Terra Firma. 

TERRA FIRMA, or the Firm Land, is 
a large Country of South America, and 
contains eleven Governments, fubje£t to the King 
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of Spain. The Air here is extremely hot, tho* 
v^holefoxne, the Soil very fertile, when well ma- 
Tiured. The Natives are tawny, robuft, health- 
ful, long lived, and go naked above the Middle. 
The Commodities arc Gold, Silver, and other 
Metals; Balfam', Roiin, Gums, Long Pepper, 
Bmeralds, Sapphire, Jaiper, ice. Here is one 
Spaniih Archbilhoprick, and four Bifhopricks. 
The Natives are grofs Idolaters, and have great 
Diverfity of Languages, and Dialeds in each 
Language, 

An Account of PgRv. 

PERU is in South America, a large Country, 
divided into ^x Provinces. The Air in fome 
Parts is very hoc, in others (harp and piercing. 
The Soil is the richcft of all the Spanifh Planta- 
tions, abounding with exceeding high Mountains 
and large plea^nt Vallies. The Commodities 
are vail Quantities of Gold and Silver, valuable 
Pearls, Me4icinal J)rugs, Cochineal, Tobacco, 
Abundance of Cotton, &c. The People are fome 
of them very ignorant, and others ingenious, hue 
addicted to Diffimulation and Sodomy.'' They 
' are moftljr Idolators, but fome are converted to 
Chriftianity, The Spanifh Tongue is ufcd here. 

Of the La'nd of the Amazons, 

THIS Country is very little known, but as 
far as difcovered, the Air is temperate, 
and the Soil fertile. There are on the Banks of 

the 
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fhc Rivw Amaiton about fifty Nations of fierce 
favage People, faid to eat human Flelhi The 
Com modi ties are Gold, S^ver, Sugar, Ebony, 
Cocoa, Tobacco, ^c. Their Rdigion is Pa^ 
ganifip, and Language unknqwn/ - 

4 An Account of Brazil. 

BRAZIL is in th^ Raft of South Ainerica, - 
bounded on the £aft with the Atlantic 
Qcean, ou the Weft. with fomtf undifcovcrcd 
Countries between it and the Mbunt^in3 csdled 
Andes, on the North with Quinea^ and on the 
South with Paraguay. It wa§ difcdv^red by the 
Portugueze in ^coi, and is ftill in great Pait 
fubjcft to thein* .The Air is very temperate and 
wholefome, tho* under the Torrid Zone. The 
Soil fertile, and the Country produces Red ot 
Brazil Woqd, Sugar, Amber, Rofin, Balm, To^ 
bacco, Train Oil, Confeftionary, &c. The People 
are cruel, Ihievifh, and revengeful in general, 
but fome are more civilized and ingenious. They 
^ave but a feint Notion of Qod and Religioi^ 
and fpeak feveral different Languages, though 
they can't pronounce either of the three Letter* 
L, F, R, The^ ari^ all naked, and neither few 
' nor reap, b^t live by hunting, and by the Fruits 
which the Land produces o£ its own Accord.- 
They eat their Enei?iies when they tdce them, 
but rather to fa^isfy their Revenge than Hungefi 
Some Relations affur^ us, ;hat \h'^ People livf 
fr^^uently to 150 yp^s. . . .i v. 

• - • ' - , Ab^ 
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An Account of Chili. 

CHILI is alfo a great Country of Soutji 
Anierica, 400 Leagues in Lejfigth from 
l^orth to South, and is divided into three Go- 
vernments, and fubjed to the King of Spain. Ivi 
Sammer the Air of this Country is very warm, 
but in Winter fo extreme cold that it often kills 
Man and Beaft. The mountainous Parts are g^ 
ncrally dry and barren, but the Vallies exceed- 
ingly fertile in 'Maize, Wheat, and other Grain^. 
The iPeople are. white, tall, courageous and war- 
lij^e, but v^ grofs Idolators, the chief Objeft of 
their Worlhip being the Devil, whom they call 
Eponamon, L e^ Powerful. The Country is en- 
riched with feveral Mines of Gold, and great 
jQuirrics of Jafper. The Commodities arc Gold , 
Silver, Maize, Com, Honey, Oftriches, and 
petals. Moft of them ufe the'Spanifh Tongue, 
j)u{ foite their ancient Jargon. 



A Perfian 
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A PcriUa Man and Woman, in tbor pnoptf 

Habits. 



A^ "Account of Pesl&ia. 

?) E 1^ $ I A is ^ famous kingdom .of Afi^i 
. cajled by thej[nhahi(ants FarAfhin, and th^ 
mpire of the Sophy. It is bounded by the 
Cafpian Sea, India, P^rfian Gnlph, and Arabia 
Peferta. The Air in this Country is temperate 
towards the North, t>*'^ ^^X ^^ ^° i^^ Summer 
towards the South. Their Grain is Barley, Mil- 
let, Lentil, Peafe, Beans, and Qats ; and ail thrit , 
Provinces produce Cotton, which grows upon 
pufhes ; their Fruits are excellent, and they hav^ 
Vines in Abundance, but in Obedience to Ma- 
tpmel:'^ Coflaffia^d^ drink no Wine, but fell it 
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ftll to the Ahheniai^. They are fuffsted to liiak^ 
a Syrup of Tweet Wine,, to which t^ey add an 
^cidy and it ferves theiii-fcr theit common Drink; 
They have a great Number of Mulberry Tree4 
for SiIk*Worihs, Silk being thb pHn€fpatManu-.v 
faftore in the Country. Ttie People 2^c of a 
middle Stature^ well fet and thidii and of a taw- 
tity ComplexLcui ; are nbat and,iba)*p, have good 
Judgm^y are civil to Strangfefsj aild very free 

of their Complimentsi Thns- a Perfiaii that- 

desires his Priend to <:ome to hii^ lloufe, ufaaliy 
fskys, * I entreat yott to honour my Honfe with . 

* year Prcfence : I (6 devote myifelf to yodr De^ 

* iiresj diat the Appl^ of my Eye (hall be a Path 

* to your Feet^ ^c* They nrp juft^in the^r 
Dealuigs, and their Gommoditi&$ ^6 rich 3ilksi. 
Carpets, TiffncS, ". Gold, Silver, Seal Skins, Goat 
8ldns, Alabafler, Metals, Myrrh* Fruits, &c* 
The Religion is Mahometanifm, and their Lan^ 
giiage ha» ^ great Tindture of the Arabic. JUp^aii 
is the capital City. Th^ Kingdona is hereditary, 
knd Government fo defpotic^* thftt Ihe Sophy, or 
King, makes'his Will his J-aw, and difpofe^ i^s: 
he pleafes both of the Lives and Ei^ates of his^ 
&«b)is6b, who ard very obedient, and never fpeak 
of their Sovereign but with extniordinary ^t^i 
fpea^ 
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An Account of D^ys, Weeks, Moi^th«, ani 
-» • ' Years,' 

THtf Day is either Natural or Ardfitial ; thcr 
Natural Say is the Space of twenty-four 
Hgurs, (including both the Dark and Light Part) 
in which Time- the Sun if carried by the firft 
• Mover, from the Eaft into, the Wei, and fa 
round the' World into the Eafl again.' The Arti- 
ficial Day confift* of twelve Hours^ i. e. from 
the- Sun- s Rifing to Setting; and the Arrificial 
Night is from the Sun's Setting to its. Rifing. 
The D^ay is- -aocounted with us for Payment of 
Money between the Sun's Riiing and Setting ; 
hut for Indictment for Murder,. Ae Day is ac- 
counted from Midnight to Midnight^ and (o' 
likewife are Failing Days. 

The Hebrews and Chaldeans begin their Days 
at Sun .Riiing, and end at his next Riiing. 
r The Jews and.' Italians front Sun>-fet ^o Sun- i 
fet; The Romans^ at Midnight, the Egyptians, j 
f^6m Noon tb Noon ; which Account Allrono- 
nier3 follow. * 

A . We^k eondils of /even Mornings, or fevcn 
Days, which -the Gentiles, called by the Names 
of the feven Planets, (whom they worihippcd as 
Gods) the firft the Day of the Sun j the Second 
the Day of the Moon, Sec, In a Week God 
made the World, i. Cr in fix Days, and .rcftcd 
the fcventh.. 

All 
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All civili2i?d Nations obferve one Day in fcvehi 
to a ilated Time of Worihip ; the Turks and 
Mahometans keep the iixth Day of the Week, or 
Friday ; the Jews the fevehth, or Satimiay ; the 
Gkrillians the firft* or Sunday. 

Of Months thei-e are various Kinds j a Solar 
Month is the Space of thirty Days, in which 
Time the Sun runneth through one Sign of thd 
Zodiac. 

A Lunar Month is that Interval of Time which 
the Moon fpendeth in wandering from the Sun> 
in her Oval Circuit, through the twelve Signs, 

^ until Ihe returns to him again, (bein^ fometimes 
nearer, fonietimes farther from the Earth) i. e. 
from the &rik Day of her appearing next after 
her Change, to the laft Day of her being vifible, 
before her next Change,' which may be greater 
cr lefTer, according to her Motion. 
The ufual or common Months are thefe fet 

I down in our Almanacks, containijig fome jo, 

! fome 31, and February but 28 Days^ according 

i to thefe Verfes. 

Thirty Days hath September, 
I April, June, and November; 

i February twenty-eight alpne. 

All the reft have thirty-one * 

But when Leap-Yearcomei, that Time 

Has Februafy twenty-nine. 

A Year is th« Space of Time in Which the 5^un 

nins through all the 12 Signs of the Zodiac; 

O containing 
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Containing 1 2 Solar Months^ 1 3 Lunar Mont^^y 
52 Weeks, 365 Days, 6 Hours, and 6 Minutes; 
which fix Hours, in four Years Time, being add- 
ed together, make one Day, which we call Leap 
Year ; which Day is added to February, making 
that Month, every fourth Year, 29 Days, which 
at other Times is but 28. 

To find the Leap- Year. 

Divide the Year of our Lord by 4, and if there 
be no Remainder, it is Leap- Year; but if there 
remains i , 2, or 3, then one of thofe are the 
firlt, fecondy or third after Leap- Year. 



Tables of Weights and Measures. 

TTroy Weight. 

24 Gl'ains ^— • i PennyWeight. dwt. 
20 Peniiywcights i Ounce — Oz. 
1 2 Ounces — i Pound — — lb. 
By this Weight arc weighed Jewels, Gold, Sil-^ 
ver^ Corn, ahd all Liquors. 

Avetdupoife Weight* 

i6D]^m& ' ' ^ ■'■ ' I Ounce i - « . Oz^ 

16 Ounces ■ i Pound lb. 

28 Px>unds ■ I Qjjar. of a Hun. Qr. 

20 Hiinditd *-i— » I Tun 1 . 1 > Tun. 



Digitized by Google 



By 



( '43 ) . 

By this Weight, which is now generally lifed 
in England, are weighed Butter, Cheefe, Gfro- 
cer^es, &c. 

N. B. One Pound Averdupoife is equal to 14 
Ozs. II dwts. 15I Grains Troy; and i Ounce 
Troy is equal to i Oz. i Dram, and fomething 
above an Half, Averdupoife . 

Apothecaries Weight. 

20 Grains ' i Scruple — - 3 

3 Scruples — i Dram — r— 3 
S Drams ■ i Ounce ■ J 

1 2 Ounces — — • i Pound J5 

By thefe Weights Apothecaries compound their 

Medicines; but buy and fell their Drugs by 

Averdupoife Weight. 

Wine Meafurc. In fhort. 

2 Pints ■ . ■! ' ■ I Quart ■ Qrt. 

4 Quarts - . ». ■ i Gallon Gall. 

63 Gallons — r- i Hogfhead — Hhd. 
. 2 Hogfhead^ — I Pipe ■ .. » Pipe. 

2 Pip^ ■■ ' " . I Tun " Tun. 

Beer Meafure. 

2 Pints ■ I Quart -^ Qrt* 

4 Quarts ■ 1 Gall. Gall- 

9 Gallons '■ t Firkin ■ Firk- 

2 Firkins ■ I Kilderkin — Kild- 

2 Kilderkins - — • i Barrel — Bar- 
I I Barrel — — i i Hoglhead ■ Hhd* 

3 Barrels, or 2 Hhds. 1 Butt " • Buttf 
N»B. Eight Gallons make 1 Firkin of Ale. 

Z Clotl> 
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Cloth Mcafurc. Jn fhort. 

4 Nails — — - } Quarter •; Qt, 

4 Quarters i Yard -^ — 1 Yd. 

' Note, An Ell Englifhis 5 Quarters of a Yard, 
and an Ell Ficmift 3 Quarters. 
TIME, 
60 Seconds — 1 Minute 
60 Minutes — ^^ — i Hour 
24 Hours ■ I Natural Day 

7 Days — I — r I Week 

4 We^ks — I Month 

13 Months, I Day, and ^Hojirs, isl ri 
52 Weeks, and 6 Hours, is 1^^?, 

- 365 Days, and 6 flours, is f J»^^ 

8766 Hours, is J ^*^*^- 

Note, An exa£l Solar Year is equal to 36J 
Days, 5 Hours, 48 Minutes, 48 Seconds, 57 
Thirds : And one Lunar Month is equal to 26 
Days, 1 2 Hours, and 45 Minutes. 

Dry Meafure. I;i (hort? 

8 Pints I Q2Mo^ Gall. 

2 Gallons ,-,^ 1 Peck — -.^ Peck. 
4 Pecks I Bufhel — .-^ Buih. 

4 Bufjiels — — - I Coomb Coomb 

? Coombs — r-. — I Quarter -.— Or. 

5 Quarters i Wey • — • Wey. 

^ Weys ^ — I Laft — Laft, 

Land Meafure, 

40 Square Perches « i Rood 

4 Roods . I Acre. ' 

Note, s Feet is a Geometrical Pace, and 135$ 
Geometrical Paces i Englift MUf ^ 
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Long Meafure. 

3 Barley Corns — i Inch 

12 Inches ■ — - i Foot 

3 Feet — — — i Vard 

5 Yards and f — - — - i Pole or Perch 

40 Poles — — • 1 Furlong 

8 Furlongs (or 17^0 Yards) 1 Englilh Mile 

A Multiplication Table* 

IE Ufe of 
this Table is 
L how many 
Figure multi- 
jr another will 
For Inftance, 
I wanted to 
low many Se- 
mes Eight is, 
into the Table 
in the firft 
d, and for 8 
in the top Line; then carrying my Finger 
ftrait from 7 in the firft Rank of Figures, till I 
come to that which has the Figure 8 on the top 
of it, I there find 56, which is the exaft Number 
of 7 Times 8, or 8 n^ultiplied by 7. So in all 
other Inftances look for the firft Figure in the 
Left-Hand Rank or Column, and for the Figure 
that you want to multiply by the firft in the top 
Line, and whichever Square thefe two meet in, 
there is the Amount. 
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The Pbncb Tajle* 
zo Pence is i Shilling and 8 Penor 
30 Pence 19 a Shillings and 6 Pence 

40 '— . 3 ■ 4 Sec. 

Sp 4 *^ 

60 5 ' — 
70 ■ ' 5 ' - ^ ■ ■' 10 
80 ^^ — 6 « 8 

50 ,^-. y . ■ I 6 

100 -"i 8 • 4 

1 10 ' ■ 9 * — « ■ ■ z 

120 ■ lO "■ ■ -^ 

I3P ^ 10 '^ i* 10 

140 -.-— i — • II •^ — 8 

150 — - i^ t " 6 

160 -^ 13 -^ 4 

I7P ..^^ i^ ' ■ ^ I ' 2 

180 15 ■■ ■ — i 

190 ^ 15 10 

200 — 16 8 

^20 — — 18 i — 4 

23Q .,. ,,, 19 — «— z J 

The above Tiiblc fhews kow many Shilling/ 
^e contained in any Number of Pence from to 
%o 24O1 and UkewiAs how many Pence there are 
in any Number of Sellings from i to zo ; which 
will be found of grea( Ufe in reckoning fmall 
^oneyj, and ought to be learned by Heart> fo as 
IQ be jcady on all Qccafions. i^ . 

• D„„z;d by Google A brief 



( 147 ) 

A brief Account of Hcim 

SEVEN WO N.D ER8 

, OF THS 

W O R L D. 

TH O* the Pagans were grofly ignorant of 
the moft important Truths, withrefpeft 
to uod and Religion ; yet the Virtuoii of this, 
and the preceding Ages, have been forced to 
sicknowleage, that their Taftcs were elegant, fub- 
lim^, and well formed^ with refpeft to Works 
of Sculpture, Statuary and Architednre. As a 
^ Proof pf this, in Behalf of the Ancients, *tis only 
\ requi£te we ihould take a curfory View of thoie 
\ noole and magnificent Produ£dons of Art, com* 
\jnonIy called THE Sbv^?« Wonosr& of thb 
Wo«.i.p^ 
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The Temple of Ephesus, 



THE firft of thefe Seven Wonders was the 
Temple of Ephefus, founded by Cteiiphoii, 
confecrated to Diana, and (according to the 
Conjeftures of Natural Philofophers) fituated in 
a marihy Soil, for no other Reafon than that it 
might not be expofed to the violent Shocks of 
Earthquakes and Volcanos. This noble Struc- 
ture, which was 425 Feet long, and 220 Feet 
broad, had not its Bulk alone to raife it above 
^he moll fbtely Monuments of Art, fmce it was 

adorned 
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_ With 127 lofty and well proportioned 
ra^s.of Parian MarlN<B» each of which had an 
opulcn| Monarch for its Eredor and Finifher: 
^d fo high did the Spirit of Emulation run in 
das Point, that each fucceeding Potentate endea- 
voured to outftrip his PredecefTor in the Richnefs^ 
Grju^emr ^d Magnificence of his refpeftive 
ftllar. As it is impoflible for ^ Modern to form 
a juft an4 adequate Idea of fucb si ftupendous 
ricce of Art, 'jtis fufficient to inform him, that 
fhe rearing of the Temple of Ephefus employed 
feveral Thoufands of thie fineft Workmen m the 
Age for 200 years: But as no Building is Proof 
againft the Shocks of Time, and the Injuries of 
the Weather^ fo the Temple of Ephefus falling 
into Decay, >yas, by the Command of Alexander 
ht Great, rebuilt b^ Dinocrates, his own g^gi- 
ifer^ tj^^e^ArchitteQ then alive, -, 



The 

Digitized by Google 



The Walls of Babylon. 



THE Works of the cruel, though ingenious 
and enterprizing Semiramis, next com- 
niand our Wonder and Admiration. Thefe con- 
fined of the Walls. erefted about Babylon, and 
the pleafant Gardens formed for her own Delight, 
This immenfe, or rather inconceivable Profufion 
of Art and £3q>ence, employed 300,000 Men for 
xnany Years mcceflively, fo that we need not 
wonder when we are told by Hiftorians, that thefe 
Walls were 30Q or 350 S^adi^ in Circumference, 

^ , (which 
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(W^ch amount to 22 Englifh Miles) fifty Cubits 
high, and Co broad that they could aiFord Room 
for two or three Coaches a-breaft without any 
Daiigeri Though ancient" Records give us Ao 
particular Accounts of the Gardens, yet we may 
reaibnably prefume, that if fo much Time and 
Xrcafure were laid out upon the Walls, the Gar- 
dens moft not have remained without their pecu- 
liar Beauties : Thus 'tis more than probable that 
the Gardens of Semiramis charmed the won- 
dering Eye with an unboutided Profpeftj con- 
fining of regular Viftos, agreeable Avenues, fine 
Parterres, cool Grottos and Alcoves, formed for' 
the delicious Purpofes of Love, Philofophy, Re- 
tirement, or the Gratification of any other Pa A 
fiony to which great and good Mind^are fubje^l* 
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The tomb of PharoI. 



WE fhall next take a View of the fplendid 
and fumptuous Tomb of Pharos, com- 
monly called the Egyptian Labyrinth. This 
Strufture, though defigned for the Interment of 
the Dead, had neverthelefs the Pomp of a Palace 
defigned for a Monarchy who thought he was to 
live for ever ; iince it contained fixteen magntfi- 
cent Apartments, correfponding to the fixteen 
Provinces of Egypt ; and it fo llruck the Fancy of 
the celebrated Dedalus, that from it he took the 

Model 
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Mod^l of that renowned Labyrinth which he bailc 
in Ctete, and which has eternized his Name, for 
one of the fined Artifts in the World. 



Of the Pyrimids of Egypt. 



IF the am«izrng Bulk, the regular Form, and 
the almoft inconceivable Duration of Public 
X)T Monumental Buildings call for Surprize and 
Ailonilhment, we have certainly juft Reafon to 
give the Pyramids of Egypt a Place among the 
i». Seven 
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Stfveil Wonders. Thefe Buildings remain almoft 
a^. ftrong and beautiful as ever, 'till this very 
Time. There are three of them ; the largell of 
which was eredted by Chemnis, one of the Kings 
of Egypt, as a Monument of his Power while 
aiive, and a Receptacle of his Body when dead. 
It was fituated about i6 Englifh Miles from 
Memphis, how known by the Name of Grand 
Cairoi and was about 1440 Feat in Height; and 
about 143 Feet long, on each Side of the Square 
Bafis. It was built of Hard Arabian Stones, each 
of which is about 30 FeeC long. The B uilding of 
it is faid to have employed 600,000 Men f6r 
twenty Years. Chemnis hoWever wais not inter- 
red in this lofty Monument, but was barba- 
roufly torn to Pieces in a Mutiny 0/ his People. 
Cephus, his Brother, fucceedinghim, dircovered 
an equal culpable Vanity, and erefted another,' 
though a leiV magnificent Pyramid. The thir^. 
was built by King Mycernius according to fbme^ 
but according to others by the celebrated Cour- 
tefan Rhodop'e. This Strufture is rendered flill 
more furpriiing, by having placed Qpoh its Top*' 
Head of black Marble, 102 Feet round the Tenji- 
pies, and about 60 Feet from the Chin to the 
Ctownof the Head. 
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The Tomb of Mausolus. 



THE next is that celebrated Monument of ^ 
conjugal Love, known by the Name of 
JVIaufoIeum, and eredled by Artemefia, Queen of 
Caria, in Honour of her Hufband Manfolus, < 
whom Ihe Ibyed fo tenderly, tl^at,' after his Death, 
{he ordered his Body to oe burnt, and put its 
Aihes in a Cup of Wine, «hd drank it, that ihe 
jnight lodge the Remains of her Hufband as near 
to her Heart as fhe poffibly' coulii. ' This Struct 
ture ihe enriched with fuch' a Profulion of Art 
? z ' and 
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and Bxpence, that it was jnMy looked npop as 
one of the greateil Wonders of thtJ Woiid, and 
ever fince magnificent Funeral Monoments arc 
c^led Maufoleums. 

It ftood in If alicarnafHis, Capital of the King- 
dom of Caria, between the King^s Palace and the 
Temple of Venus. Its Breadth from N. tp S. 
ynp: 03 Feet, and, in Circumference 411, and 
about 100 Feet high. Pyrrhus raifedj^ Pjframid 
on the Top of it» and placed thereon a marble 
phariot dra\yn by foi^r Horfes. The Whole was 
^ admired by all that faw it, except the Philoib- 
pher Anaxagoras, who, at the Sight of it, cried, 
** There is a great deal of Money changed lata 
♦* Stone," ^ ■- ' ^ 
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The ColoiTus of the Sun. 



THE iixth of thefe is juftly accounted the 
Colufius of Rhodes, a Statue of fo prodi- 
gious a Bulk, that it could not have been be- 
lieved, had it not been recorded by the beft Hif- 
torians. It was made of Brafs by one Chares of 
Afia Minor, who confumed 1 2 Years in finifhing 
1%, It was erefted over the Entry of the Harbour 
of the City, with the Right-Foot on one Side, 
and the Left on the other. The iargeit Ships 
could pafs between the Legs without lowering 
their Mafb. It is faid to have coSt 44,000!. 
? P 3 Engli/^ 
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Englifh Money. It was 800 Feet m Height, and 
all its Members proportionable ; fo t^at when it 
was thrown down by an Earthquake, after hav- 
ing itood 50 Years, few Men were able to em- 
brace its ]>ittie Finger. When the Saracens, who 
in 684 conquered the Ifland, had broken this 
immenfe Statue to Pieces^ they are faid to have 
loaded above 900 Camels with the Brafs of it. 

■ " » ■ I I ■ ■ I ■■ y * 

'The Image of Jupiter. ^ 



THE laft moft elegant and curious of all 
thefe Works, known by the Name of the 
Seven Wonders, was the incomparable Statue of 
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Jupiter Qlympusy ereded by the Elians, a Peo-* 
pie of Greece, and placed in a magnificent Tem<r 
pie confecrated to JuyiCcSr. This Statue repre- 
fented Jupiter fitting in a Chair, with his upper 
Part naked, but coVefed down from the Girdle^ 
in his Right-Hand holding an Eagle, and in hi^ 
Left a Sceptre. This Statue was made by thd 
celebrated Phidias, and was i^o Cubits high. 
The Body is faid to have been of Brafs, and- the 
Head of pure Gold. Caligula endeavoured to 
get it tranfported to Rome, but the Perfbns Em- 
ployed in that Attempt, were frightened frpm 
their Purpofe by fomq unlucky Accident. 
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Thus having given an Account of the Seven 
Wonders of the World, let us take a View 
of the Burning Mountains, or Volcanos, 
called Mount Vesuvius and Mount ^tna; 
than which there is perhaps nothing in the 
whole Courfe of Nature more worthy our No- 
tice, or fo capable of raifing our Admiration ; 
and which, when confidered in a religious 
Senfe, may, with Juftice, be faid to be one of 
the wonderful Works of God. 

MOUNT Vesuvius ftands about fix 
Miles from the City of Naples, and on the 
Side of the Bay towards the Eaft. The Plains 
round it form a beautiful Profpedi^ and on one 
Side are feen fruitful Trees of different Kinds^ 
and Vineyards that produce the moft excellent 
Wines ; but when one afcends higher, on the Side 
which looks to the South, the Face of Things i$ 
intirely changed, and one fees a Traft of Ground, 
which prefents only In^ages of Horror, viz. a 
de(blate Country covered with Afhes, Pumicc- 
StoneSy and Cinders ; together with Rocks buni' 
ed up with the Fire, and fplit into dreadful Preci' 
pices. It is reckoned about four Miles high, aad 
the Top of it is a wide naked Plain*, fmoafcing 
with Sulphur in many Places; in the Midil oi 
which Plain (lands another high Hill, in the 

Shape 

Digitized by Google 



{ l6i ) 

Shape of a Sugar-Loaf, on the Top of which is 
a vaft Mouth or Cavity^ that goes (helving dow|i 
on all Sides, about a hi^idrea Yards deep, and 
about four hundred over t from whence proceeds 
a continual Smoke, and fometimes thofe afto;;* 
nifhing and dreadful Eruptions of Flame, Afhesj 
^nd ]t)uming Matter, that fill the Inhabitants 
with Conft^madon, and bear down and deftrov 
all before it. Among the many Eruptions which 
it has had, at different Tinges, we need mftance 
only one, which happened on the Fifth of June, 
17 17, aid is thus related by Mr. Edwand Berk- 
ley, who was prefent at the Time, in his Letter 
to Dr. Arbuthnot in England, viz. That he, with 
much Difficulty, reached the Top of Vefuvius 
on the 17th of April, 17 17, where, fays he, I 
law a vaft Aperture full of Smolfe, and heard, 
within that horrid Gulph, certain odd Sounds, 
9s it were Murmuring, Sighing, Throbbing, 
Chumiug, dafhing of Waves ; and, between 
whiles, a Ncnfe like (hat of Thunder or Cannon, 
attended conftantly, frofn the Belly of the Moun- 
tain, with a Clattering like that of Tiles falling 
from the Tops of Houfes into a Street. After an 
Hour's Stay, the Smoke being, moved by the 
Wind, I could difcem two Furnaces, almon con- 
tiguous; one on the Left, which feemed to be 
^hout diree Yards Diameter, glowed with red 
Flames, and threw up rc^ hot Stones with ai 
hideous Noife, which, as they fell back, caufed 
the fore-mentioned Clattering. 
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On May 8, afcending to the Top of Vefuvius, 
I had a full Profpeft of the Crater, which ap- 
peared to be about a Mile in Circumference, and 
a hundred Yards deep, with a conical Mount in 
the Middle of the Bottom, made of Stones thrown 
Vp and fallen back again into the Craters And 
iiit L^ft-Hand Furnace, mentioned before, threw 
up every three or four Minutes, with a dreadful 
Bellowing, a vaft Number of red-hot Stones, 
fometimes more than looo, but nevpr lefs than 
300 Feet higher than my Head, as I Hood upon 
the Brink, which fell back perpendicularly into 
the Crater, there being no Wind. This Furnace 
or Mouth was in the Vertex of the Hill, which it 
had formed round it. The other Mouth was 
lower, in the Side of the fame new-formed Hill, 
and filled with fuch red hot Liquid Matter, as 
we fee in a Glafs-Houfe Furnace, which ^ raged 
and wrought as the Waves in the Sea, caufing 
a (hort abrupt Noife, like what may be imagined 
from a Sea of Quickfilver dafhine among unevcp 
Rocks. This Stuff would fometimes fpew over, 
and run down the Convex Side of the conical Hill, 
and appearing at iirft red-hot, it changed Colour, 
and hardened as it cooled, (hewing the firft Rudi- 
ments of an Eruption, or an Eruption in Mini- 
ature : All which I could exa^ly furyey by the 
jFavour of the Wind, for the Space of an Hour 
and a half; during which it was very obfervablc, 
that all the Vollies of Smoke, Flame, ^ndbumr | 
in^ Stone, cam^ only out of the Hole to our 

left, 
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Left, while the Liquid Stuff in the other Mout)i 
hv^orked and overflowed. 

On Juiie 5, after a horrid Noife, the Moun- 
taJji was feeh, at Naples, to ipew a little out of 
tKc Crater, and fo continued till about itwo Hours 
before Night on the 7th, when it made a hideous 
Bellowing, which continued all that Night, and 
die next Day till Noon, caufihg all jthe Windows, 
send, as fome affirm, the very Houfes in Naples 
(a{)out fix Miles diftant) to JQiake. From that 
Time it fpewed vaft Quantities of molten Stuff 
to Ihe South, which ftreamed down the Side of 
xhe Mountain, like a Pot boiling over. 

X)n the ptb, at Night, a Column of Fire ihot 
l>etween whiles out of its Summit* 

. On the 10th, the Mountains grew very outrage- 
I0US again, roaring and groaning moft dreadfully, 
ibunding like a Noife made up of a raging Tem- 
j^il, the Murmur of a troubled Sea, and the 
^.oaring of Thunder and Artillery, confufed alto- 
'^ether. This moved iny X^uriofity to approach 
the Mountain. Three or four of us were carried 
into a Boat, and landed at Torre del Greco, a 
Town fituate at the Foot df Vefuvius to the S. W. 
\vhence we rode between four and five Mile's 
l)efore we came to the burning River, which was 
about Midnight ; and as we approached, the 
Roaring of the Volcano grew exceeding loud and 
terrible, I obiervcd a Mixture of Colours in the 
Cloud over the Crater, Green, Yellow, Red, and 
Blue, ^here was likewife a ruddy difmal Light 
in the Air, cvet the Trad of Land where the 

burn- 
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turning River flowed ; Allies continually (ho^^r- 
ing on us all the Way from the Sea-Coaft, Whfch 
horrid Scene grew ftill more extraordinary, as we 
came nearfer the Stream. Imagine a vatt Tor- 
rent of Liquid Fire rolling from the Top down 
the Side of the Mountain; and with irrefiftiblc 
Fury bearing down and Confuming Vines, Oliyesi* 
Fig-Trces, Houfes, and in a Word, ivery Thing 
that flood in its Way. 

Deatli. ;'« ^ thou/and Forms deftiruBi've fVo^wr^dy 
JHHd Woe, Delpafr, and Horror, rag^d around. 

jteneidll. by Pitt. 

The largeffi Stream of fire feemed Half a Mile 
.broad at Teaft, and five Miles long. During 
6ur Return, at about Three in the Morning,, w^ 
conftantly heard the Murmur and Groaning of 
the Mountain ; which between whiles burft out 
into louder Peals, thro^in^ up huge' Spouts of 
Fire, and burning Stoftes, which falling down' 
again, fefembled Stars in our Rockets. Some- 
times I obferved two, at others three diftinft Co- 
lumns of Flame, and fonieHmes one vafl one 
t^at feemed to fill the whole Crater ;• which burn- 
ing Columns, and the fiery Stones, feemed to be 
ihot rooo Feet perpendicular aboVe the Summit 
^ the Volcano. 

On the nth at Night t obferved it from' a 
Terrace, at Naples, to throw up inccflantly a rift 
Body of Fire, and great Stones, to a farpfizing 
Height. 

Oi 
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t>n tJie 1 2th in the Morning, it d^kcn^i tie 
6on with Smoke ahd Afhesy cauiing a Sort of an' 
Eclipfe. Horrid Bellowings^ on this and the 
foregoing Day,- were heard at Naples, whither 
Part of the A(he^ alfo reached. 

Chr tie I ^th we fa^ a Pillar of Black Smoke 
ihoot upright to a prodigiotfs Height; 

On A^e 1 5th, in rfie Morning, the Court and 
Walls of our Houfe, in Naples, were covered witlr 
Afhes* In the Evening a Flame appeared in the 
Mountain through the Clouds. 

On the 17th, the Smoke appeared muchdimi- 
Mfhed, fat, and greafy. And 

On the 1 8th, the whole Appearance ended, thc^ 
Mountainf remaining perfe4!ly quiet. 

Tq this memorable Account.it cannot be amifs' 
to add, that the iirft Notice we have* of this 
Volcano's cafting out Flames, wai in the Reign of 
the Emperor Titus* At which: iirft Eruption 
we are informed,^ it flowed with that Vehemence, 
that it entirely overwhelmed and deftroyed the 
two great'Cities Herculaneum andPompeia/ and 
very much damaged Naples itf^lf, widi^ its Stones 
and Afhes. 

In 47 1 , if we may credit Tradition, this Moun- 
tain broke out agam fo furioufly, dlat its Cin- 
ders and Liquid Fm-c were carried* as fkr as Con- 
ftantinople; which Prodigy was thought, by 
fuperftitious Minds, to prefagc the Deftru^ion of 
the Empire, that happened immediately after, 
by that Inundation of Goths, which fpread Itfelf 
aU over Europe. 

.0 There 
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There are fcveral other Eruptions recorded, 
but not fo coniiderable as the former^ 'till 1631, 
when the Earth fhook fo much as to endanger 
the total DeftruAion of Naples and Beneventcu 
This did ineitimable Damage to the neighbourinfip 
Places; and 'tis computed^ near ten Thoufand 
loft their Lives in the Flames and Ruins. 

The Air was infedked with fuch noxious Va- 
pours, that it caufed a Plague, which tailed a long 
Time, and fpread as far as the Neighbourhood of 
Rome. Since which Time, the moft memorable 
are the Eruptions in 1701, (of which Mr. Addifbn, 
who faw it, has left us a good Defcription) and 
in 1 7 17, as defcribed above, by a curious Spec- 
tator. 

ffJI?at Tongue the dreadful Slaughter could d'/clo/e j 
Or^ oh t ivhat Tears could answer half their Woes ? 

Explanation of the Cut of Mount Vefuvius. 

1. The Southern Summit, out of which the Fire 

proceeds. 

2. The Northern Summit. 

3. The Rocks on the North. 

4. The Valley betweenthe two Summits. 

5. The Opening on the Side where the fiery Tor- 

rent broke out. 

6. The firft Opening, called the Plain. 

7. The Courfe which the laft fiery Torrent toolc ; 

8. The Chapel of St. Januarius, 

Having 
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JHaving been ib p^cular in d^fciibing Vefa-* 
vitas, we need fay ^e lefs concerning JErifA, 
which is the greateft Mountain in Sicily, eight 
Miles high and fixty in Compafs. There are 
many of its furious Eruption? recorded in Hif^ 
pr]^, fome of which have proved very fatal to the 
Neighbourhood ; of which we Ihall infbmce only 
one, that began the nth of March, 1669, and 
}s thus defcribed in the Pl^lofophical Tranfac- 
tions, viz. 

It broke out ^watds the Evening, on the 
6outh-£aft Side of the Mountain, about twenty 
Miles from the Old Mouth, a^d ten from the 
City of Catanea. The bellowing Noife of the 
Eruption was heard ^ hundred Miipsoff, to which 
Diftance the Afhes were alfo carried. The Mat^- 
tex thrown out was a Stream of Metal and Mi- 
nerals, rendered liqtaid by the Fl^rcenefs of th^ 
Fire, which boiled up at the Mouth like Water 
lat the Head of a great River; and having r^n a 
little Way, the Extremity thereof began to crqft 
and cruddle, turning into large porous Scones, re<> 
fembling Cakes of burning Sea-Qo^U. Thefb 
came rolling and tumbling one over another, 
bearing down any common Building by their 
Weight, and burning whatever was combuftible, 
^t^firil the Progrefs of this Inundation was at the 
Rate of three Miles in twenty-four Hours, but 
stfterwards fcarce a Furlong in a Day ; and thus 
continued for fifteen or fifteen Days together* 
running into the Sea clofe by the Walls of Ca- 
fa^ea^ »nd at l^nj^th over (he Waifs in(o the City, 

' " " ' - whcrg 
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where it did no con£derable Damage, except to 
a Convent, which it almoft deftrbyed. 

In its Courfc it overwhelmed fourteen Towns 
and Villages, containing three or four thoufand 
Inhabitants ; and it is very remarkable, that (du- 
ting the whole Time of this Eruption, which' 
was fifty-four Days^) neither Sun or Stars ap- 
|>eared. 

But tho' Catanea had this Time the good For- 
tune to efcape the threatened Deftrudtion, it was 
almoil totally joined in 1692 by an Earthquake, 
pne of the mpft terrible in all Hiftory. It was 
not only felt all over Sicily, but likewifc in Na- 
ples and Malta. The Shock was fo violent that 
the People could not fland on their Legs, and 
thofe that lay on the Ground w^re tolTed from 
Side to Side, as if upon a rolling Billow. The 
Earth opened in feveral Places, throwing up large 
Quantities of Water, and great Numbers perifhed 
in their Houfes by the fall of Rocks, rent from 
the Mountains. The Sea was violently agitated 
and roared dreadfully. Mount\£tna' threw up 
vaft Spires of Flame, and the Shotk was attended 
with a Noife exceeding the loudeft Claps of 
Thunder. Fifty-four Cities and Towns, with an 
incredible Number of Villages, were deftroyed, 
or greatly damaged; and it was computed, that 
near 60,000 People perifhed in' different Parts of 
the Ifland, verjr few efcaping the general and 
Madden Deibudion* 
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Explanation of Numbers, exprefTed by 
Letters. 

p, — — -7 — One Hundred — loq 

CC. — p- — — — Two Hundred — 200 

CCC. — — Three Hundred — 300 

CCCC. — — Four Hundred — 40Q 

IC. orl^C. — Five Hundred — 500 

PC. orloC. Six Hundred — - 600 

DfcC. orloCQ. — Seven Hundred — yoq 

DCCC. orlQCCC. — Eight Hundred — 800 

^iScCCC?' } Nine Hundred — 900 

M. or CJq. -^ — One Thoufand — 1000 
^ f One Thouf^d 7 

M DCC XXXIX. 4 Seven Hundred [ 1739 
t & Thirty-nine. 3 
rOne Thoufand 1 

M DCC LXXVni. i Seven Hundred I 177? 
(^& Seventy-eight J 

N. B. A lefs Numeral Letter fet before a Greater, takei 
awav from the Greater Co many at the Lefler ftandt fori 
but being fet after the Greater, adds fo many to it as the 
l^effer ftaiids for.— For Example, V ftands for five aloi^e, 
but add I to ir, thus IV. and it ftandS for four, and put I 
on the other Side, thus VI. and it ftandt for &x, 50 X 
alone ftandt for ten, but add I to it, thus IX. and it ftanda 
for nine, ^od put I to it on the other Side, thus XL and 
i t becomet eleven. So L ftandt for fifty, but add X to if» 
thus XL. and it ftands but for forty, but put the X oq 
the other Side, thuswLX. and it it fixtv. So C ftaodi 
for one hundred, but add X to it, thusXC. and it is but 
ninety; again, put the X on the other Side, thus C3^. 
. and it is one hundred and ten. So in all other Cafes. 

l^ET. 
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LETTERS POEMS, 
TALES AND FABLE5, 

FOR 

Amusement ^nd Instructiok. 



^ Letter from Mafter Jacky Curious, in 
London, to l^is Mamma in the Countty ^ giv- 
ing a Defcription of the To\yer^ Moaument, 
and St. Paul's Church. 

Honoured Madam, 

AT my Departure, I reijiejnber you ordered 
me to fend you Recounts of every Thing 
I faw remarkable in London i I v/ill obey your 
Commands as well as I can ;' but pray excufe my 
Defers, and let my Will plead for xjjy Inability^ 
to entertain my abfent Friends, 

lam juft now come from feeing the Tower, 
Monument, and St. Paul's Cathedral, (Places 
which I remember to have heard much talk'd of 
in the Country) and which fcarce any Body that 
comes to London omits feeing. The Tower, 
which Hands by the Thames, is a large ftrong 
Building, furrounded with a high Wall, about a 

MUc 
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Mile in Compafs, and a broad Ditc^ fupplied 
wiih Water out of the River Thames'. ~Rotod 
the outward Wall are Guns planted, which ba 
extraordinary Occa(ion$ are fired. At the En- 
trance, the firll Thing* we faw was a Colleton 
of Wild Beafts, viz. Lions, Panthers, Tygers, 
&c. a'fo Eagles and Vulturfes: Thcfe areof ik> 
Sort of Ufe, and kept only for Curiofity and 
Shew. We next weiit to the Mint, (which is in 
the Tower obferve) where we faw the Manner of 
coining Money, which is paft my Art, e^edally 
in the Compafs of a Letter, to defcribe. Frofti 
thence we went to the Jewel Room, and faw the 
Crown of England, and other Regalia, whidi 
are well worth feeing, and gave me a* great deal 
of Pleafure. The next is the Horfe Armory, a 
grand Sight indeed; here are fifteen of our Eiig- 
lilh Monarchs on Horfeback, all drefled in rich 
Armour, and attended by their Guards; but I 
think it not fo beautiful as the next Thing we 
faw, whicji was the fmall' Armory t This confifls 
of Pikes, Mufkets, Swords, Halberds, and Pif- 
tols, fufficien^, as they told us, for threeicor^ 
thoufand- Men ; and are kU plated in fuch beau- 
tiful Order, and in fuch different Figures, repre« 
fehting the Sun, Star, and Garter, Half Moons, 
and fuch lik^, that I was greatly delighted with 
it ; and they being all kept clean and icowered, 
made a moft brilliant Appearance. Hente we 
went and faw the Train of Artillery, in the grand 
Storehoufe, as they call it, whidi is filled with 
Cannon ^nd Mortars, all extremely fine: Here 
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. is alfo a Diving-Bell, with other Curioiities too 
' tedious to mention ; which having examined, we 
<:ame away and went to the Monument, which 
vras bjiilt in Remembrance of the Fire of Lon- 
don : It. is a curious lofty Pillar, 200 Feet high, 
and on the Top a Gallery, to which we went by 
tedious winding Stairs in the Iniide ; from this 
<jallery we had a Survey of the whole City : And 
iiBre having feafted our Eyes with the Tops of 
Houfes, Ships, and a Multitude of Boats on the 
River Thames, we came down and went to St, 
Paul's Cathedral, which is a moft magnificent 
Pile, and ftands on high Ground near the Center 
of the City. This noble Building ftruck me with 
Surprize, and is admired by the whole World, 
as well /or its beautiful ArchiteAure as Height 
and Magnitude: It has a grand awful Choir, 
Chapel, a Dome finely painted by that mafterly 
Hand Sir James Thornhill, a whifpering Gallery, 
and other Curiofities, with which I conclude my 
^rft I^etter, and am. 

Madam* 
Yoar ever dutiful Son, 

John Curious, , 



LETTER II. 

Honoured Madam, 

I NOW proceed to ^cqu^nt you with my 
next Ejpcurfion, in ftearch of the Curiofities 
0f thi3 famous City } which was to Weftminfter- 

Abbey, 
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Abbey. This Is really a magnificent ancient 
Building: but what moft furprized me, wa.s the 
vaft Number of beautiful Monuments and fi- 
gures with which the Infide is adorned. Among 
iuch as were pointed out to me, as being remark- 
able either for their Coftlinefs or Beauty, I re- 
member were thofe of the Duke of Ncwcaftle, 
a magnificent ^nd expenfive Piece, Sir Ifaac 
Newton, General Stanhop^, and that exquifite 
Statue of Shakefpeare, wnich, I am told, is ini- 
mitable. When I had for fbme Time enjoyed 
the Pleafurc of gazing at thefe, I was conducted 
into that Part of the Church where the Royal 
Monuments were placed. Thefe, I thought, wcit 
exceeding grand. But nothing furprized and 
delighted me fo m^ch as King Henry the Vllth's 
Chapel, which, for Beauty and Magnificence', I 
am told, far furpafles any Thing of that Kind in 
Europe. Here too, I faw the Chair in which the 
Kings of England kre crowned^ which, I believe, 
is more regarded for its Antiquity, and the li> 
nourable \J{q it is affigned to, fhan for any.great 
Beauty it has, at leaft that I cduld difcover. 

The next Sight that entertained me, was the 
Efiigies of King William and Queen Mar/ iii 
Wax, as large as the Life, Handing in their Co- 
ronation Robes ; tKey are faid to be very well 
. done, and to be^-ar-great Refemblance to the 
Life. Queen Anne, the Buchefs of Richmbnd, 
the Duke of Buckingham, ^c, all of the fame 
Compofition, and richly drcfled, are thefe alio. 
In ihort there are fo many Curiofities' contained 

in 
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in this venerable Repofitory, that, to defcribe one 
llalf of them would as far exceed the Compafs 
of a Letter, as of my Abilities to do Jultice t^ 
them : However, I (hall juft mention fome which 
appeared to me moft worthy Notice. But thefe 
Jkiuil be Subjedl of a future Letter from. 
Honoured Madam, 

Your, &c. 



LETTER IIL 

Honoured Madam, 

AS I have, the Pleafure to find that my Let- 
ters, however mean in themfelves, arc 
agreeable to my dear Mamma, I fhall continue 
my Account of fome of thofe many Curiofities 

which I faw in Weftminfter- Abbey.- Among 

the Monuments of our ancient Kings is that of 
Henry V. whofe Effigy has loft its Head, whichg^ 
being of Silver, I am told, was ftolen in the 
Civil Wars. 

Here are two Coffins covered with Velvet, in 
which are faid to be the Bodies of two Ambaf- 
fadors, detained here for Deb^ ; but what were 
their Names, or what Princes they fei*ved, I could 
not learn. 

Our Guide next (hewed us the Body of King 
Henry Vth's Queen, Catherine, in an open 
Coffin, who is 'faid to have been a very beautiful 
Princcfs; but whofe (hrivelled Skin, much re- 
fembling difcoloured Parchment, may now ferv^ 

as 
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as a powtrfal Anltdot^ to that Vanity with whkBi 
frail Beauty is apt to infpire its Poflcffors. 

Among the waxen Effigies, I had almoft forgot 
to mention King Charley XL and his faitUFul 
Servant General Monk, whofe forioos Aiped has 
fomething terrible in it^ 

Not far from thefe is the Figure of aLady^ 
One of the Maids of Honour to Queen Elizabeth, 
who is faid to have bled to Death by only prick-^ 
ing her Finger with a Needle. 

I mufl now return to thofe Monuftlents, which 
are in the open Part of the Church, arid free to 
every one^s Sight; for thofe I have been laft 
ipeaking^ of are inclofed^ and ndt to be feen with- 
out afmall Gratuity to the Gondudor. 

Among thefe then, on the Nor^ Side; Haaids 
a magnificent Monument erefted to Lady Car- 
teret, for whofe Death fom*e Reports a&gn a 
Caufe fomething odd/ viz. the late French King 
Lewis the XlVtti's faying/ That a Lady (whom 
one of his Nobles compared to Lady Carteret) 
was handfomer than fhe. 

Near this ftands a grand MonuiAent of Lord 
Gourcy, with an Infcription, fignifjdng that one 
of his Anceftors had obtained a Privilege of wear- 
ing his riat before the King. 

Next thefe follow a Groupe of Statefmen, 
Warriors, Muficians, &c. among whom is Colonel 
Bingfield, who lofl his Head by a Cannon Ball, 
.^s he was remounting the Duke of Marlborough, 
whole Horie had been ihot under him. 

The 
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The famous Muficians Purcell, Gibbons, Blow, 
find Crofts, have here their refpe^Uve Monu- 
ments and Infcriptions ; as has alfo that eminent 
]?ainter iSir Godfrey Kneller, with an elegant 
Epitaph by Mr. Pope. As you enter the Weft 
Door of the Church, on the right Hand ftands 
a Monument with a curious Figure of Secretary 
Craggs, on whom likewife Mr. Pope has be- 
itowed a beautiful Epitaph. On the South Side 
is a coftly Monument, erefted by Queen Anne to 
the Memory of that brave Admiral'Sir Cloudfley 
Shovel, who was ihipwrecked on the Rocks g£ 
SciUy. In Uie fame Ifle, and nearly oppofite to 
this, is a beautiful Monument of white Marble, 
to the Memory of Thomas Thynnc, of L^ng- 
Leat, in the County of Wilts, Efq; whowasfhot 
in his Coach, on Sunday the i ath of February, 
1682 : In the Front is cut the Figure of him in 
his Coach, with thofe of the three Affaffins who 
murdered him. At the End of this Ifle, and on 
one Side of what is called the toets Row, lies 
covered with a handfome Monument, and his 
Effi^ as large as the Life, the very famous Dr. 
Bufby, Mafter of Weftminfter School, whofe 
ftridl Difcipline and Severity are every where fo 
much talked of. ' . 

I muft now take Notice of the Poets, whoie 
Monuments ftand moftly contiguous. Here are 
the antient Monuments^ of Chaucer and Spencer, 
with diofe of Ben Johnfon, Drayton, Milton, 
a:hd!ButIer; alfo of the Great Dryden, the inge- 
iiiotis PhSlips, the divine Cowley, the harmonious 
R Prior, 
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Prior, and the inimitable Shakefpeare^ of whefc? 
curious EiHgy I have fpoken before ; nor mufl I 
omit the gentle Mr. John Gay, tawhofe Memor/ 
his Grace the Duke of Queeniberry has ereded 
a noble Monument, which Mrr Pope has adorned 
with a very elegant Inicription in Verfe. I muft 
licre end my Remarks, but cannot take Leave of 
thh veneraole Place without obferving, that it 
has many, curioue painted Windows, a nobl& 
Choir, a £ne Organ, and a magnificent Altar^ 
Piece. I am, 

Honoured Madam,. &c, 

A memorable Saying of die Duke de Orleanst 
at the Surrender of Gravelliiig, with a gene^ 
roui> Adion of that Prince. 

WHEN Gravelling was^ furrendered to die 
Duke of Orleans, juft as he entered the 
Town her was heard to fay thefe Words : «* Let 
** us endeavour, by generous Actions, to win the" 
«' Hearts of all Men : fo we may hope for a daily 
*^* Viftory. Let the French le^n from me this- 
*« new Way of Cbnquel!, to fubdue Men by Mercy 
«« and Clemency.'* 

With what a matchlefs Virtue did this Fringe 
difmifs a Gentleman that was hired to murder 
him : This AiTaflin was fuiFered to pais into the^ 
Duke's Bed-Chamber one Morning early, pre- 
tending Bufinefs of great Moment from the 
Queen. As foon as the Duke caft his Eyes oiv ^ 
him, he fpoke thusj ^I know thy Bufinefs^ 

^ Friend^ 
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* Fiiend ; tliou art fent to take away my Life. 
^ What Hurt have I done thee ? It is now in my 
^ Power, .with a Word, to have thee cut in Pieces 

* before my Face. But I pardon thee; go thy 

* Way, and fee my Face no more.' 

The Gentleman, Hung with his own Guilt, 
and aftonilhed at the excellent Nature of chis 
Prince, fell on his Knees, confelTed his Defign^ 
,and who employed him : and having promifed 
eternal Gratitude for his Royal Favour, departed 
without any other Notice taken of him; and 
fearing to tarry in France, entered himfelf into 
the Service of the Spanifh King. It was his For- 
tune afterwards to eri counter the Duke of Orleans 
in a Battle in Flanders. The Duke, at that 
Jnilant, was opprefled with a Crowd oif Germans, 
-who furrounded him; and in the Conflid, he 
loft his Sword ; which this Gentleman perceiv- 
ing, nimbly ftept to him, and delivered one into 
the Duke's Hand, faying withal, * Now reap the 

* Fruit of thy former Clemency. Thou gaveft 

* me my Life, now I put thee in a Capacity to 

* defend thy own.' The Duke by this Means 
at length efcaped the Danger he was in ; and that 
Day the Fortune of War was on his Side. The 
French had a (rpnfiderable Vidory. 

You fee by this, that heroic Adions have fome- 
fhing divine in them, and attraft the Favours of 
Heaven. No Man ever was a,Lofer by good 
Works ; for though he be not prefently rewarded, 
yet, in Length of Time, fomc happy Emergency 
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trifes to convince him, * That virtupns Mn trf 
* the J3arlings of Providence.' 

The remarkable Story of Giotto, an luliai^ 
fainter, and his Crudfix^ 

IT wz^ a cruel and inhuman Caprice of a]| 
Italian Painter, (I think his I^ame was Giotto) 
who deiiening to draw a Crucifix to the Life, 
wheedleaa poor Man to fuffcr himfelf to be 
bound to the Crofs an Hour, at the End of 
which he fhoqld be releafed again ^ and receive a 
confiderable Gratuity for his Pains^ But iniiea4 
of this, as foon as he had him fail 0}i the Crofs^ 
he ilabbed him dead, and then fell to drawing. 
He was efteemed the greatefl Mafter in all Italy 
at that Time j and having thfs Advantage of a 
dead Man hanging on a profs before him, there's 
no Queflion h^p he made a inatchlefs Piece of 
Workon'tr 

A^ foon as he had finilhed his Pidure, he carr 
Hed it to the Pope, who was afloniihed, as at ^ 
Prodigy of Art, highly extolling the Exquifite- 
nefs of the l^eatures ai^d Limbs, the languifhing 
pale Deadnefs of the Face, the unaffedied Sink- 
ing of tl^e Head : In a "V^ord, he had ^iBv/n to 
"the Life, i^ot only that Privation of Senfe and 
Motion, which we call Death, but alfo the very 
Want of the leaft vital Symptom. 

This is better underftood than expreilcd. Every 

Body knows, that it is a Mafter-piece to repre- 

fent a Paffion or a Thought well and natu;ral, 

Much greater is i( to defcnbe the total Abfenceof 
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ijhcfe interior Faculties, fo as to dilHnguifti the Fi- 
gure of a dead Man from one that is only afleep. 

Yet all this, and much more, could the Pope 
difcern in the admirable Draught which Giotto 
prefented him. And he liked it fowell, that he 
refolvcd to place it over the Altar of his own 
Chapel. Giotto told him, fince he liked the 
Copy fo well, he would Ihew him the Original^ 
if he pleafed. 

What doft thou mean by the Original, faid 
the Pope ? Wilt thou (hew me Jefus Chrift on the 
Crofs hi his own Perfon ? No, replied Giotto ; 
but Pll (hew your Holinefs the Original from 
whence I drew tjiis,^ if you will abfolve me frona 
all Punilhnvent. The good old Father fufpefting 
fbmething extraordinary from the Painter's thus 
capitulating with him, promifed on his Word to 
pardon him; which Giotto believing, imme- 
diately told him where it was ; and attending him 
to the Place, as foon as they were entered, he 
drew a Curtain back which hung before the dead 
Man on the Crofs, and told the Pope what he 
had done. 

The Holy Father, extremely troubled at fo in- 
human and barbarous an Aftion, repealed his 
Promife, and told the Painter he (hould furely be 
put to an exemplary Death. 

Giotto feemed reiigned to the Sentence pro- ' 
nounced unto him, and only begged Leave to 
iiniih the Pidure before he died, which was 
granted him. In the mean while, a Guard was 
ftt upon him to prevent his Efcape. As foon as 
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the Pope had caufed the Piflurc to be delivere4 
into his Hands, he takes a Brufli, and dipping i^ 
into a Sortof 3tufFhp had ready for that Purpofe, 
daubs the Pifture all over with it, fo that nothing 
now could be feen of the Crucifix; for it wa^ 
quite effaced in all outward Appearance. 

This made the Pope ftark m.ad ; he ilaxnped, 
foamed, and raved like one in a Frenzy: He 
fwore the Painter fliould fuffer the moft cruel 
Dekth that CQuld be invented, unlefs he drew 
another ^uU as good a^ the former, for if but the 
leaft Grace was miffing, he would i^ot pardon 
him ; but if he would produce an exaft Parellel| 
he fhould not only give him ^is Life, but 94. 
ample Reward in Money. 

The Painter^ as he had Reafon, defired this 
under the Pope's Signet, that he might not be in 
Danger of a fecpnd Repeal ; which was granted 
him. And ^hen he took a wet Sponge, and 
wiped off all the Variiilh h^ had daubed on the 
pidure, and thp Crucifix appeared the fame in all 
Refpedls as it was before. 

The Pope, who looked upon this as a great 
Secret, being ignoranf of the Arts which the 
Painters ufe, was raviihed at the ftrange Meta- 
morphofis. And io reward the Painter's treble 
Ingenuity, he abfolved him from all his Sins, and 
the Puni(hment due to them ; ordering moreover, 
his Steward to cover the' Pidure with tjold as a 
farther Gratuity for th^ Painter. And they fay, 
this Crucifix is the Original, by which the moft 
fanjour Crucifixes ii^ fiurope aie drawn. 
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Fable of t^ie Ha&b and many Friends. 

By Mr. Gay. 



FRIENDSHIP, like Love, is but a Name, 
Unlefs to one you ftint the Flame, 
The Child, who many Fathers fh are. 
Hath feldom known a Father's Care ; 
'Tis thus in Frien.d(hips ; who depend 
pn many, rarely find a Friend, 
A Hare, who, in a civil Way, 
Comply'd with ev'ry Thing, like Gay, 
Was known by all the beaftial Train, 
Who haunt the Wood, or graze the Plain: 
Her Care was, never to offend, 
And ev'ry Creature was her Friend. 
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As forth (he went at early Dawn, 
To taftc the Dew-befprinkled Lawn, 
Behind Ihe hears the Hunter's Cries, 
And from the deep mouth'd Thunder flies ; 
She ilarts, (he (lops, (he pants for Breath ; 
She hears the near Advance of Death ; 
She*doubles to miflead the Hound, 
And meafures back her mazy Round ; 
'Till, fainting in the public Way, 
Half dead with fear (he gafping lay. 

What Tranfports in her Bofom grew. 
When firft the ttorfe appeared in View ! 

Let me, fays (he, your Back afcend. 
And owe my Safety to a Friend ; 
You know my Feet betray my Flight, 
To Friend(hip ev'ry Burden's light. 

The Horfe reply'd. Poor honeft Pufs, 
It grieves my Heart to fee thee thus ; 
Be comforted. Relief is near ; 
For all your Friends are in the Rear. 

She next the (lately Bull implor'd ; 
And thus reply 'd the mighty Lord, 
Since ev'ry Beail alive can tell 
That I fmcerely wifh you well, 
I may, without 0(Fence, pretend 
To take the Freedom of a Friend ; 
Love calls me hence ; a fav'rite Cow 
Expels me near yon Barley Mow ; 
And when a Lady's in the Cafe, 
You know all other Things give Place. 
To leave you thus might fcem unkind ; 
But fee, the Goat is juft behind. 
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The Goat remark'd her Pulfc was Wgh, 
flfnr languid Head j her heavy Eye ; 
My Back, fays he, m^y do you Harm ; 
The Sheep's a^ Hand, ai>d Wool is warm. 

The Sheep was feeble, and complain'd, 
JHis Sides a Load of Wool fuftain'd, 
Said he was flow, confeft his Fears ; 
For Hounds eat Shjpep as well as Hares^ 

She now the trotting Calf addreft, , 
To fave from Death a Friend diftreft. 

Shall I, fays he, of tender Age^ 
In ^his important Care engage ? 
Older and al?lerpa(l you by; 
How ftrong are thofe 1 how weak am I ! 
Should J prefume to bear you hence, 
Thofe Friends of mine may take Offence; 
Pxcufe me then. Yoib J^now my Heart, 
Put deareft Friends, alas, muftpart! 
Howfhallwe all lament: Adieu^ 
ppr fee the Hounds are juft in Vievy^ 
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The dying Words and Behaviour of three Great 
Men, when juft ^nitting the Stage of Life. 

SIR Francis Walfingham, towards the End of 
his Life, grew very melancholy, and writ to 
the Lord Burleigh to this Purpofe; * Wehavt 

* lived long enough to our Country, to our For^ 
' tunes, and to our Sovereign ; it is high Time 

* we begin to live to ourfehres, and to our God.* 

Sir Henry Worton, who had gone on feveral 
Embaffies, and was intimate with the greateft 
Princes, chofe to retire from all, laying. The 
utmoft H^ppinefs a Man could attain to, was to 
be at Leifure to be^ and to do Good ; never re- 
flefting on his former Years, but with Tears he 
wduld fay^ * How m uch Time have I to repent 

* of! and how little to do it in.' 

Philip III. King of Spain, fer}oufly refle&ing 
upon the Life he had led ii^ |l>e World, cried 
out upon his Death-Bed, How happy were I, 
had I fpent thofe twenty-three Years that I have 
held my Kingdom ^ in a Retirement ! faying, to 
his ConfefTor, • My Concern is for my Soul, not 
f' my Body.' 
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